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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

gafbiind Infernational was formarly known ag hig iz the season when
the International Azsociation for the Education we tend to reflect on
of Deafblind People, the past and look to

Dbl Review appears twice yearly, the two editions are thie future: consider what we
dated January-June and July-December. have achieved and our

visions for the coming year. |
TRPNTEOE YNC I Hsicuict i FAmRUN TS, i hava chosen 1o look to the
Hems, letbers, noblces of books and information on tulure Becauae the vear 1950
forthcoming events, such as conferences and s e

1% -a highlight in the DBl
courses, concerning the education of deathlind
children and ymin:u:dum. Photagraphs and drawings Relstiar, nemely e yoarer - P Hlated io-ageiny,

S ¢ ibay Will bo Coplsc: and reburme. the world confarance. bz or she can esasily become

Al written material shaubd be in the English language and
may be adited bebore publication, it should be senl for

Firsthy, | would fike to
rermird you that 1834 15 tha
LM Intemational Year of the

istated and lanely. | do hope
that we all give a high priosity
io the UN initiafive and raisa

publication 1o amive by the date below. Older Person. The theme ol the needs of older pecple
Dpinions expressed in ardicles are those of the aulhor the yearis “Adding Life 1o with dual sensory loss. Even
and should net be understond as representing the Years™. During the past year, |f many of these paople do
wiew af Bbi. some countrnes have paid rot belong to our raditionsl

Dbl Review is also available in Spanish. Il you are
inferested in recelving the Spanish edition pleaze

attantion o peopla who
develop dual sensory (085 as
a8 consequence of ageing.

deafolind group, our
experence of working with
deafolind people will ba

cuntact: ;
Tamar Undarkil Wa know that at least 150 - beneficial
Asbanit BAGAy very many mare — cut of The European regon had
Dbl Sacrutarisl 100,000 older people have & & conference on older
11-13 Clilton Tamace severs dual sensany loss. If peopia. | was vE:y.plaaEEd o
Londan M4 3SR an f:ulde_?r peErsan has _ see that many projects arg
difficuliies m both seeing and  going on in Europes, but of
hearing, in addition to all course, we need o do much
othar functional and heallh mora to disseminates
EDITORIAL and Seija Travano from
Firland provide some
ntaraslhing reliections an
£ living and working with

Eilean Boaiheoyd
Iacqualing Crotpar

n this editicn af Db/
Aaviow we are foousing on

Usher, Meena Mikam
introduces Us to a family

Spenish Edition using the environment! programme in India and Tany
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Distributien and Dbl Membership approachas that are working  whal censtifutes

e for those concerned - but in -~ “environments” from 1he
ﬁfﬁw very different contexts, child's paint ol view

b However, the undelying Sirce our last magazine
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infarmation about these
projects to pecple working in
the deafblind field,

Many of uz will ba
meeting In Estoril in Portugal
rext summer, Cur
colleagues at Casa Pia de
Lisboa are busy planning
and arganising lhe
conferance. We nave heard
that many abstracis have
been received, sowe can
axpect a large amount of
kncwledge and axperiencs
on ‘Developing Through
Relations — Celebrating
Achlevements’ to be shared
belween colleaguas, familles
and deafblind people. In
addiiion to the professional
proceadings of the
conierance, cur own Genaral
Azzarmbiy and Cauncl
mieeting will take place, Wea
hopa the Ganaral Assembly
will endarse the conslitulian
and alect the first Councit,

Metworks are a vary
important part of aur work —
we could say that Dol is ablg
network. Nebworks have thair
ownrarea of interest and
expariise which helps to

infarm their work 1o other
rigtwarks throwgh networking.
Let us together find rew
way's for gur association 10
develop nebworks!

This edition of Dbl Review
emphasizes the
environment and how wa
can affect the amvironment —
both physical and social — so
that deafblind pecple can
really intaract with their
environment and be a true
part of it. Mast of our cultures
are enjoying a celebratary
seaszan, let us adjust our
ceremanial amvircarments 1o
be accessibla for all deafbling
peoplel

| take this oppartunity to
thank all of vou who have
activaly worked towards the
development of Bbl and wish
this fo confinue in 1993,

| wish youall a good
haoflday season and a Happy
Mew Year, By the way =
Santa Claus lives in Fintand.
If you hear anybody arguing
with this fack, thay are
definialy wrong!

Marjaana Suosalmi

each MNelwark &5 thal we can
accurately refiacy the issues
under discussion and
Increase accessfor all of you
who have a special intarest,
Since Networking has baen
idantified by Dbl a5 a key area
for the developmeni of
axparlisa, Dbl Revewis
looking forward to plasing (i
part In supporting the process,

The Dbl website is
developing well and we wiil
be reqularly posting up
articles and information from
aur current magazine. We
hawve an exleansive back-
catalogue of articles
inaluding tha an-going
senes on ceuses of
deafblindnass. In addiion,
the work of tha deafblind
arlizsls we faatured in our
last edition will be appearing
In the new year. We hope
that you will get the chanca
Loy wisil wus at;

July — December 1998

hitp:ivwww.sense.org.ukf
sensa/html/dbi.htm

Yet again, & big thank you
lo those of you wha keep in
regular-fouch, We anjoy
hearing from you whether by
e-mail or letier and bacause
of vour efforis we have besn
dbte to make sure that our
raglonal news section really
does reflect the work that |s
going oncall round the workd!
Qur intention is o include as
many pholographs as
possible of activities and
individuals — 2o keep clicking
hat cameral

Its a grey, coid December
day herain London and
already we're both looking
forward to longer, warmear
summear days and the World
Conference in Lisbon. So ses
you there!

Elleen and Jacguellne
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FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENT

Structuring the
environment

In this articie Dr Anthony Best, Headteacher of RNIB Condover Hall School in the UK,
argues the importance of understanding the environment for deatblind children. He
gxamines the crucial elements and gives examples of practice that enhances learning.

eafblindness creates a
D numbar of naads, Onea

widely used definition
describes thase as needs in
communication, mobility and
izarning, Tha main point of
this articie Is that & struciurad
envirmnmant can be the most
hefpful way of meeting these
neads.

Btructured envirpnmeants
can ba achiaved, al thair very
simplest, by carsiul
arrangament of furpiture. But
this concept usually invalves
much mara than that. The
structure, or scaffolding,
provides an smvircnmment that
the child can understand —
what is thara: what is
happening; and can inieract
successiully in it

Theare are three well-
regognised alemeants in an
enviranment that need o be
structurad and controtlied.
These are people, space and
time, This arficle s mone
concemed with the physical
emvironment = space — but
startz with an averview af the
other two elemants.

Environmental
zones

Whatever aspect of ihe
arvironment is being
considerad, axparience leads
many educators to idantify a
number of ‘zomes' that make

L}

Whatever
aspect of
the
environment
is being
considered,
experience
leads many
educators
to identify a
number of
‘zones’ that
make up a
child's
environment.

up achild's environmant;
Dne classification of thesa
zones i tocall tham the face
space, body space, persanal
space and social space.
Each of thase is concemed
with & different sized area
arourd the child

Al the very sarly stages of
development, a chikd may be
aware anly aof the face space
— that area on and arcund his
face; children bring thair
hands into that area, pertiaps
inta the mowth and marny
objacts ara also brought up 1o
this area, The next
developmanial stage may be
when & child shows
awaraness and interasi in
their body (body space), and
rray respond to people
touching them, or o cbjects
placed on their body, Later
the personal space around
the child may be 8 source of
interast with the child finding
abjects within a metre or so
af them, They may ba awara
of othar people near them
and move their body through
the space. Anothar
developmenial stap takas the
child Into tha social space,
within two ar ihrea males in
which thera will be a variety
of people, objects and
EXpEONTES,

Az a chiid develops, these
environments need 1o be
siructured sa that, despita the

impairments to vigion and
hearing, thay can ba
undarstood by the chid, They
will be a souroe ol 2acurity,
interest and fearning, rather
than simply providifig a
maaningiess [umble of
Bxpariences.

People

In their early stagas of
develspment. it may be
helpful if & child meets very
tew people, and & totally
siructured anviranmen would
limit the activittes camed put
by each parson. so the child
could build ug an
understandirig, through
consistency and repetfition, of
the enviranmant. Az the child
develops, he can cope with
mare pecpbe and, pernaps
mare variations in what sach
oas.

& child miay also be helped
if adutts maka very clear who
they are. Very young biind
children are often confused
when a person they
recognise — for exarmpla their
muother — chenges from
talking in their usual soft
voice and becomes loud arg
angry. Without vision, the
child may have difficulty
uriderstanding that this is the
same person, N e structurea
environmant, adulis will
confrol tha way hay presant

Dbl Rewview
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themsalves and make sure
they give clear messages.
They may, for example, use
touch, a familiar routing or a
parsonal ‘sign’ o help a child
understand who i3 with tham.

It may also be important fo
BNsure clear messages ara
given thraugh tha spoken
word. Without access 1o
facial expressions and body
lenguage, children neead the
vince bo carry amolion as well
as meaning. Adults must
lIsten ta ther vorce 1o ensure
it cleary conveys the emalion
of tha sentence.

Children may experence
the person thraugh tauch. In
& struciured environment, the
touch from the adult will carmy
& clear message. Adults miust
educala themsalves to fowch
with meaning — conveying
grmation such as attaction,
irritation, patience or pleasure
in the way they louch = the
pressure, duration, place,
and speed,

If these elements are
considered, then the
environment shouid be
meanringful, and éan provide
graded challenges
appropriate 1o the child. If tke
people are consistent and
reliable, than they should
give a-clear single message
to the child, The degree of
gtructure needs to be
matchad to, and changea with,
the development the child.

Personal [dentifiers, a form
of chjects of reference, are
often used to help children
identify & person, Thesa
objects, initally altached be
the person, can be an
important alement in a
structurad envirpnment. They
can help the child be sure
who 8 person is, act as a
fixed point when the person's
shape, clothes, smell or
sound changas. Eventually
they may be used separately
from the parson, o reprasant
the person in, for example; a
timatable. Howawer, this

During this communicative exchange the child's attention is within his
personal space zone

reprasants a later stage in
dervatoprment when much of
the scafolding can ba
remavad and there is
considerabie fexibiliy in the
anvironment,

Time

Structuring of time involves
considering the crdar in
which achvities {ake place,
and the crganisation of
evants witmin an activity, In a
Righly structured
emyironment, each elament of
an-activity will be thought
about. and the same
sequence used each tima the
activily is carried oul

I early devalopmental
stagas, achivities may be
struciured according toa
devetopmental sequence of
response. One such
sequance basad on Moinnes
& Treffry' Is resonance, oo-
actve, imitative and reactive
Each stage refars to tha

Anticipation

requires an
under-
standing of
a series of
actions, or
recognition
of a series
ol
sequential
elemenis in

the

environment.

child's understanding and
respongss fo tha situation, For
example, al the resonance
stage the child’ s behavigur
witl be "copied’ by the adult
who ‘enters in' the child's
activity: at the reactive stage
the child responds to an
approach in a way that shows
some understanding of what
ia likely to happen. The naxl
slage, and a crucial one in
redation §o the structuring of
firme, 15 anlicipation,

ficipation requires an
understanding of a series of
actions, or recognition of a
senes of saguantial elemenis
in the environment. For
axampla, that the smeall o &
fruit is followed by the 1asta in
the moulh; that a sequence
of touches on the hand and
arrm I followead by a fickls;
that touching several pieces
of famillar furniture will be
followed Dy arniving at
anathar piece. Structuring the
environment in farms of time,
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An
experimental
system of

objects of
relerence
used to
signpost
journeys

should haip children devalop
theskill of anilcpatian.

Very mush of our
understanding of cur warld -
what is happening, what is
stable, & feefing of familiarty
— comes fram (he ability 1o
anlicipate through
recognising a seguance of
eyarts. When this skill kas
gmerged, BOUCALORE Can use
it 1o heip ihe child develop
further skills, particularhy in
communication and probliem
solving, This uses & leaching
tachnique found widely in tha
figld of learming difficulties bul
which was probably first
devefopad for Uss wil
geatblind children at Sint-
Michielagestal. It =
mismalsh,

When a ¢hild is familiar

with & seguence of evenis
within-an activily, than the
ieacher can delay one
alament inthe sequence by
infroducing a pause. The
child may then attempl Lo
have lhe seguence continwe,
for example by reaching for
the adull's hand or giving
some indication of fFustration.
At this stage, thete is the
oppartunity fo use s
response b introduce an
action that the child ¢an
make to have the sequence
gantinue, This action
becomas-a skgn, parhaps
maaning 'pleasa continua’, ‘|
want mora' or even ' | want
tha nexi action’, With
mismaich, the adult may alsg
change an element in tha
geguanca, hoping the chikd
will natice the changs and 17y
to find & way 1o resiong the
oniginal order of events.

i is sugpesied, therefore
hat structuring the
ervironmarnt in terms of time
might hetp learning.
Howrawer, i is not suggested
that all aofivities must be
omansed in thisway
SponiEneaus and
urslructured activities, lad by
the child may alsa ba a righ
gource of iBaming
gxperances. A balancad
educaticnal programme will
incisde both types of
acivities.

Space

Structurng spaces shoutd
heip & deafbliind child
racagnise familiar places,
and understand that places
have purposas. The [oumey
& child makes through a
spaca whenevar they move is
patentially an important
iearning experience. Here it
i sugoested that the concapt
of learning [ourneys can be
ueed in planning an
educational programme.
Rosearch pver the past 30
years, and most noiably the

recent work of Nellsen * = has
founo ihat smaller spaces ang
usually batlar for muli-
handicapped chiidran. A
space ag litthe az- 80 cm
square may saund, and fesl,
ranageabla to g child, |§
enables them to tauch ke
walls, floor-and ceiling and
build up 8 mental imags - a
gpatial map — of the space,
Chie can imagine Fea
undefined a normal-sized
room might seam toa
dealblind child, unsbie fo
experience any more than
crg gmall part at a fime,

It szams nacassany 1o
have some sori of spaial
map of an area in order o
undesstand ~ be arienfated —
fo it This understandmng s
probably mecessary beforg a
person can mave thraugh the
spaca. O course; the mature
of the map may not ba visual,
In fact, Blind people
sometimes lalk of
memorsing & sequential
saries of sxperances that
budld up inta: & ‘piciure” of 8
raarm. Howavar fhe concep!
i intermalised, and recalled, i
does seem likely that smaller
spAcas are an impaortarnt
starfing point for developing
the skill of spatial mapping

Tha 'fitlle roocm' ihal
Maitgen has written about
provides a-good slarting
point. Using panels that make
up rogms with walls of 30,60
ar 20ems, the chikd can be
given experiences of diferant
sizes and textures through
combinations of panals.
Childeen absarved in these
fittle rooms oftan seem to
mave and axplona more than
when abserved in largs
raorres, [t fikely that,
wheneyer they stretch out a
harel, thiay will touch
something on a wall ar
calling. Wilh repetition thay
can build up an imags of the
gpace thay are in and leam ta
anticipate what they wil
lauch.

Ol Review
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Without vislan, thera may
b= o fixed point, such as i=s
orovided for sighted people
when they view the world
from the evas in heir head,
For us. it is simple fo
undersiand that when wa
mave &round & room, we see
it from & differant position but
the furniture stays fixed.
Howeavar, we krow that this
can create a problem for
same yery young blind
children. They may not
realiza, for example, that
when they rall over onta their
turnmy, the floor doss not
come up la meet them, but it
stays still while they are
maving. A deafblind chiid,
tharadora, may not realiss
that if they roll'oter from one
side to-anotherand reach
out, the abject they touch ks
o that was previously
behind tham! Only with
siruciured experences of &
siatde, small physical
gnviranment, is this
understanding likely te
daveiop.

It iz passible to provide
cups within & physical space
that will help g child develop
their understanding. Some of
these cuas will ba factiie. In
particutar, tactile edges can
be very useful. These may be
& vaall-defined adgs botweean
walls and floor, floor covering
in differanl parls of a roomm,
ihe figor edge belween a
roai and corrdor, wall
gaviering o differentiate
differant parts of a corridar, In
general, the contras! between
oach side of the edge is the
most impartant slement to
think aboul. For example, a
carpei and linpleum floor
provide & good tactile
contrast; hessian and paint
wall covering give a good
contrast

Some of thetactile cues
will come (o be assaciated
with a spacific area. For
example, ina cassroom the
area with a hard linaleum

July — December 1598

A deafhlind
child,
therefore,
may not
realise that
if they roll
over from
one side 1o
another and
reach out,
the object
they touch
is one that
was
previously
behind
them!

floer could be whare fhere s
water. Through familiarity, the
child will build up.an
undarstanding of the space -
a sxill in onenfation. They will
dlen naad o devalop the skill
of mability — of maving
thraugh the spacea. Some of
the cues will therefora be
used as hand or foot clues in
mability. Forexample, a child
rreay Tobow a wooden handrail
along & carridor urtil they
come o a markar thal
Indicates a goorway; they
rmiay fallow the edge of &
carpat with their fest ta find
thedr way to-a bookcasa or
chair,

In prowiding tactibe cues,
may be worth remembaring
that open spaces will bethe
miost difficult areps to
undesstand, and o move
through, I thare are no fived
polnts that can e seen or
heard, it s difficult 1o Jugge
the slze-and shapeofa
space. They present a much
graater challengs to tha
learnar than spaces with
walls, fumilure and iaclile
markars. For children in
whealchairs, open spaces
are parficularly ditficult,
Children may equate the time
faken o move through an area
with the =iza of the area-and
s the speed of moving is veny
important i control. Adults
sensithe to this can structurs

}.‘_-.- .;. .

tre taciile environmeant,
thircugh their behaviour and
through orgarising furniurs, to
help children understand and
use it,

Many deafolind children
have soma vision and are
helped by visual cues in the
environmant. Again edgas
arg important, and these can
ba achieved by colour
confrazt: Lighting levels need
lo be carefully cantralied as
b mwch, or oo litfle Bght
can prevant 8 child using
their vision. Itis paricularly
impartant to contral glare as
children with impaired vision
may find a small dagree of
glare is very disabiing,

The sound envircnment
will lze important to children
whit gan hear. Edgas will
provide informafion that helps
lo give shape to a space.
aound edges are achieved
through fumiliure that creales
sound shadows. For example
g bookcasa dividing a room
will create & partial barrier to
gound. Whan tha child maves
past the bookcase, the
'shadow’ will ba ramicved and
sounds from behind i1 will be
rruch clearer. This should

help a chiid origniate
themsalves 1o the space. As
wall as fumiture, daors,
windows, hadges, walls can
all create sound shadows
that may be helpful to a child

A tactile space: the deafblind child's experience is
fecused on the hands and clay
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the classroom 1o the schioal
entrance, from the sitting
roam to the child's bedroom,
belweaen buildings an the
school campus, through a

without vision

The =ound envinonmant
will probably Rave some fixed
points —sound sources that
can be used by children to

oriantate thamsalves. A in order to shoppng cantra,

ficking clock, traffic outside s ; Az sansory Impairment
window, radio, fish tank. wind  Identify creates savera challenges ta
chime may all provide & these understanding spaces, an
sound cue that children can : examination of each leaming
learm to use. An interesting potential journey will identify

sound environment will have wied opportunifies to develop
varely in i, in the same way FRp, rzhilily skilks, 1o enable the
that as a good visual gach child 1o find their way along
enviranment will have-a P ihe rouie, But there are man
range of colours, piclures and ]!}IHII*I'I.E![ the miore coporunitiss than thm?II
focal points. Sound variety child makes Thereis the possibility to
can be provided in Zones can he develop an understanding af
within & space bul also over i distance and time; thera may
time,; with perinds of quiet, considered be the cpporlunity to practics
noise, speech and music a learning skillz in sharing, faking tums,
introduced into the daiky . = choosing, helping ofhar
routine, journegy. children; there may be

Each of these elemeants in
the physical environment can
be organised o give suppon

communication opporunitizs
with requests, choices,
anticipation, generalizalion or

to & chitd and thought given
(o the tactile, visual and
sound elements will have a
slgnificant impact on the
challenge that any space
prasents to-a child,

praclising familiar words.

If the concapt of laarning
jourmneys s included inthe
delivery of individual

Learning
Journays

The degree of struciure that
& required in an-enviranmant
may be delermined by the
naads of Ihe child and his
learning goals. But there are
many oocasions when a child
moves through-a space and
aach time thera is the
paotential for leaming
expariances. In order 1o
ideniify these potential
expariences, aach [oumey
the child makes can be
considered a leaming
journey, This-concept, &
central part of the philosophy
of Conductive Education, can
apply loany journey,
howewver small. For example
the route from a child’s chair
1o the door, fram the
bathroom door fo a sink, from

educational programmes,
then struciuring the
anvironment bacames an
essential part of educational
planning. People. space and
tima can form the scaffoiding
within-an arvironment that
anables leaming joumeys to
take place.

In order to help identity the
lgarming opportunities within
an envirgnment, another
concepl, the ecological audit,
can be used.

Here, the ecological audit
is detfined as an examinaticn
of whal happers within an
aemamnmeant and
identification of the skills
naaded to function effactively
with those activities. An
excellent guideboak on this
has been produced by ICEVIS
Bartimaus.!

it uzes the concept of
arvironments and sub-
environments. An area—
such as a houss — can be
considered as-a&n
arvironment, Many activities

Strucluring space: an adull becomes part of the play space

Dbl Review
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will take place within £, and it
ig usually possibie to identify
sub-environmonts within tha
house where a more fimited
range of activilies accur. For
example, the kitchen,
pathraom or badroorm. Even
8 sub-environment such asa
badraarm will have differant
aress, each forming anather
sub-snvironmenl The bed
area will be where a child
goas o sleep or makes the
bed, To carny oul gach of the
activities specific zkills will be
required

Anathar sub-anvironment
will be the wardrobe
(eupboard or clogat), It is
pessible to ideniily the
activities that will be-carriea
out here — such as locating
clothes to put on. The skills
needed to carry aut this
activity can ba [dentified,
although these will depend
on the degree of
envirgnmenial structunng
For example the order in
which clothes are hung on
chothas hangers, of arranged
in sections on tha rail; tha
use of different shelves fior
diffgrart types of clolhes
items; the system used for
labelling ciothes of different
Iypes or cobors,

Whan the skills neaded o
carry out the activity have
been listed, a child can be
assaszsad at the task and the
results used o formulate a
learning programime, Cleary
the degree of structura in the
arvirenmant will affect the
skilis neaded by a child, and
the lask can be made easier
ar more difficutt by the
dagres of structurng. This
example hasfocused on the
physical envircnment but s
passible to include the people
and time alements ina
complete ecological audit,

The ecological ausdit
enables staff to analyse the
sltuation precizaly. It can halp
identity the skills needed by
the child and the significant

July — December 1958

Building mental maps of spaces: the mattress helps give
shape to the sheat

elamants that ane in the
environmient that can be
changed. This information
zan be used to structure tha
arvironment and &0 halps o
provide a good leaming
arvircnment for a chikd.

Conclusions

Im this artlcle it has baen
argued that one of the most
zavere privations craated by
deafbiindness iz in
understanding tha
aerwironment, By structunng
the crucial elemanits of
pecple, space and time, an
anviranmant can be created

that will facilitate leaming. An

acalogical audit of
enviranments gnd sub-

anvironmants will identify the

skills needed by children to
functian o the arvironment.
This information should lead
bo graater pracision in
leamirg programmes and,

hapefully, enkanced leaming

by childrar.

bcimres J M, Tredfry J (1882]).
DeatBling Infamls and
Children Unaversity of Toronba
Prass, Canada

Meilsan L (1988}, Spalial
Relatons i ALongemiially
et Infants,
Refenaesskoian, Denmark.

Wadsen L (1992, Space and
Salf, Sikan, Denmark,

Zamborg A, de Jong C
(1997}, The ICEVI-Banimeaus
ode! Funchional Cuwrnicula,
Bartimeus Schaool, The
Natherands.
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Changing spaces:
developing an accessible
workplace

| have some

of changing
the living
environment
o make it
nore
suitable for
a deafblind
persan.

This collaborative article has been wrillen by Selja Troyano, who
has Usher Syndrome I, and Anni Lausvaara who is head of 2
national employment project lor dealblind paople. In the sections
printed bold, Seija talks about her personal experiences of the
physical environments al her workplace, which is a Day Care
Centre, and her home. Annl supplemants Selja's account with her
gxperience in supporting people with Usher in their occopational

gnviranments.

W he importance of the
physlcal arniromnmeant
for & deafbiind person

at wiork is crucial, Al its wors?
background noise and visual
difficulties may demand 20
mugch energy, that the
deafblind person nas few
resources left to successiully
usa hiz professional skils to
da fhe job! Whersas a well-
funclioning environment
makes it possible fora
deafblind person 1o succesad
in & placement

In this aricle, we aim o

discuss the oplimal functional
level of ane workplace with
the help of examples,

Lighting

The day care centre in
which | work has a clear
structure. This is very
important in terms of
mobility and sight to how |
cope in that environment.
The six departments are on
two floors. Thera is an
open garden in the middle
of the building with a
swimming pool, fire place,
sand box and many plants.
There iz a lot of light
especially in the garden,
which is covered by a glass

roof, In my opinion the
lighting at my workplace is
relatively good. tigin the
form of fluorescent tubes,
which can be switched on
and off to sull one's neads.
| have seen much darker
workplaces than this!

Even, ovarall lighting creatas
& pleasant occupational
arnironment for a persan with
Retinitia Pigmentosa. Az a
general rube Hghts ghould ba
arcund 300 — 500 lux,
Lighting levels undar 200 |ux
makes the premises dim and
anything under 50 lux s
experienced as darkness,
Additiaral lights are needed
at wark stabions. It has fo be
remambared that thera
should ot be too great a
differance between lighling at
& wark station and gverall
lighting, sincea the ayas ara
slow (o adapt o any changes
In the lighting level (Seppala
18583}, Brighter lighting than
averall lighting can be used
for emphasising differences
in lavels in tha physical
environment,

| have some experience of
changing the living
environment to make it more
suitable for a deafblind

person. Before | moved In
the whole building was
renovaied and lights,
colours, contrasts, doors,
cupboards efc. were
planned with the help of an
architect and a lighting
specialist from the central
hospital. Now there is
effective lighting especially
in the kitchen, living room
and hall. Also, the sauna has
proper lighting! The result is
very satisfactory. At the
game time the whole
building was fitted with
betier lighting in corridors,
elevators and other common
areas. This benefits other
residents as weil!

Indirect lighting is optimal for an
Lisher person. The light ks
reflected from the source via
wiall orceiling so that it does not
get directly in the eyes causing
dazzie. Indirect kght also brings
ot the contrasts mare
successilly, which makes it
gasier ta arlentate onesel.
IndErect light iz not reflecied
frarm shiry surfaces o tha
same extent as.direct light,
which i a remarkabla benefit.
When kocating individual
lamps al the day care cantre,
the storercoms (Dath internal

LB Hewiew
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and external) should ba
mcluded. It ia-mast imporant
o place-the lhghts 50 that
they are nol al eye level and
that the light does not direcily
dazzia the ayes,

The use of natural light
milst be considered in
lighting plans. Day light gives
a great autput af light. but
direct sunshing from the
windows is very dazzling. It is
& goad solution 1o use blinds;
gince the light direotion can
be turned up or down,

Becausa retinal
degeneration deiays the
aya's capaciy o adapi o
differant iighting levels, it is
important ta pay attention ta
Hghting in the vard and at the
antrance. The day care
personnel take the children
out to play ance or twice a
day. In the MNordic latiludes
tha lighting outsida varies
depending on the season,
from total darkness o bright
sunshing with sparkling snow

July = December 1998

banks! Coming inside from
ihe-daylight may make the
hall seam tolalky dark and
ungafe. The svering twilight
causeas similar probloms.of
dagzzie. An oplimal solution
wiuld be an entrance light
which reacts (o the power of
natural light to compensate
forihe gradual ehange from
daylight to twilight (Jokinieml
1888, Propear cuiside lighting
gives support in ransitonal
situations. The amount of
fight has to be adeguate -and
more efficiant marcuny
VEpDUr [amps can be used
instead of incandescent
lamips [Seppala 1993).

Use of colours
and contrasis

Lisher Syndrome also means
a lower confrast sensilivily
i.8. lower contiasl
differantiation, The wvisual
svslem's capacily to

gistinguish luminance i

differences or darkness Thﬂ' ]'m'd 15

diferances between surfacas  ClBarly

EE:FE““ other becomes  gimuctured
| have been working at and the

the day care centro for ten lants and

years. During that time P

some renovations have the trees

been made, the most useful  a0y1y4

of which is an iImprovement

in contrasts, The yard is make the

clearly structured and the nt

plants and the trees around contrasts

make the contrasts even even

clearsr. clearer.

Al my home, the doors
and thresholds have laths
in different colours, which
make It easier to orientate
oneself. The 15-floor
bullding has contrasts in
stairways as well. The
eontrasts are clear but
dizcrete. These kinds of
solutions are equally
suitable for the rest of the
residants who have no
visual difficulties.

Most imporiant for floor, wall
and celling areas is simple
colouring. The floors may
watl have a lifte darker colour
than the walls and the
callings, because mare light
falla on & horzontal surface.
Light colours ara
recommended on surface
matarials. bacausa in large
areas dark surfaces may
absorb taa much light
(okiniemi 1998). On the
othar hand pura whita largs
surfaces may have g dazzling
effact,

4 A genoral view of the corridor at the
Rezidential Activity Centre for the
Deafblind. In the high space there are two
kinds of lights in order to create sufficient
light and a cosy environment. Natural Fight
enters the room from the right hand side of
the ceiling. The sign on the back wall is
iliuminated with a spot light with a glare
shiald. Notice the dark contrast stripes on
the light wall. The ceiling is covered by
acoustic plates. In addition, the wall on the
right hand side is covered with a perforated
wooden plate which fades out the scho.

11



FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENT

The garden at
the
Residential
Activity
Centre for the
Deafblind. In
planning the
yard the uss
of contrasis
has been
focused on in
terms of
vagetation
and the
constructed
environment.
The scent of
plants and the
various
surface
materials
guide the
deafblind
person’s
orientation in
the
environment.

Fattarning on the floor
may digiurb the-arienfalian,
whareas clear siripgs on the
fiogr may function as-a guide
to-an exit or stair way, For
zafaly reasons il s necassany
1o use Cross-siripes as
markars of changes in leveal
(Verde 1956)

Acoustics

The only dizsadvantage at
my working place is the
echo. It is emphasised
especially by the children
and at the moment there
are 23 of them! For
instance, when all the
children are pulting on
clothes at the same fime |
wiould like to turn off my
hearing aid!

Exceszsive background nokse
and echoes make he
enviranmant unbearable for
hearing aid users. The
acoustics have o be
improved and usually around
3 — 5% of the ceiling area
should be coverad with.an
acoustic matarial, In the
BAME Way ong of two walkls
should be treataed over ona

third of their surfaces,
Industrial machines and
clattering dishes in the
kilchen demand that at lsast
tha celfing should be-made
acoustcally friendly, The
doors should be tight

Also long thick curtains
and wall textiles, carpals and
bookshelves damp the echa,
Table and chair legs that ara
likely o rattle-can be
aglipped with sound
damping material like telt or
places of wall-to-wall canpat,
In addifion, the inlets of air
conditioners should be
provided with a damping
cavar.

| am already on good
terms with the echo, and,
when needed, | remind the
children that they can
manage even with less
volume! The fact that |
occasionally make these
remarks pleases my
colleagues and their ears!

The most impartant tactar
which influences the
background noise at the day
cane cenire are the children's
voices. The noisa leval is
rmeasured between 76 and
&4 decibels [Helsingin
Sanomat 1997}, The results
are alarmingly high, not only
for & hearing aid user but
also for anyone alse.

A effective way 1o
decreasa nolsa 15 o
encourage the children's
understanding of the affects
of nzise on a person with
dual sensory impairmeant. For
Instance, the children can
haar how the voices sound
when-amplified by

experiencing & hearing aid
themselves. Also a narrow
visual field can be simply
simulated by seaing the world
through a hole in the paper.

Finally

Every autumn there are
new children in our pre-
school class. [ feel it is
Important to describe my
situation at the parents’
evening and to tell them
about my hearing and
sight. Knowledge makes
things easier with fewer
misunderstandings.

In addition to the workplace’s
physical environment the
social ervirenment is of egual
impartancea. It s the deafbling
person who is the exper on
Row to gat communication to
wark. These information skifls
are warlh praclising and
IMEraying

Sources

Heisingln Sanomat 165.9. 1957
Palvakoiien suwnsia nfnmishs |ahiss
vaarAkzan paljcn malea. (Big day
CAr roups Make alanmeng amoun
of nizal,

Jokinlemi, J (1988); Toimive
yrpdrishd [okefsalle. Helkkon&kiizat
hankilos erdalmassa mkannetiua
yrpdrishia. (Working enmviroament
for evenyane. Visuady impaied
pafEons estimatng the constracsed
environmand). Publishad by Hels=ki
Urirversity of Technology,
arcnitecturs! faculty 199843,

Sappald, J {1993 Valgsiussen
vakulis haikkandkolsen
boimintakyiyyn (Furpass ol ighsng
far thia lurttional Gepacity of 2
yvisughy Fmpaved parscn), Tne
Geniral Fadaraion far e Wisualy
Hendicagped

Veeivl | (1908)) Selkel ywrpaasid
(Clear environment]. Helsnkk
Publishad by Reksenrisaian
kustantsa AAK.and The Cantral
Fedaraiion far the Visualy
Hendicapped,
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A natural setting for learning
- the home

Meena Nikam, Spacial Educator, National Association for the Blind, Mumbai,
India, reporiz on the newly developed home-based programme which [nvolves
families and children in the creation of a leaming “environment™ for those who
are unable to access schools and formal aducational provision.

“Every child has a right to
be educated. He is entitled
to garner knowledge at his
own pace and to the best of
his ability”.

How can we
make this
laudable
intention a
reality?

Alter attanding a nursery for
the blind for bwo vears,
Sumitra, a deafiblind child
with hypotonic muscle tane
ramained at hame. Her
parents fourd it difficult to
carry her to the only schood,
3bkm away because the local
trains ware overcrowded.
Alok and Vishal, children with
vizual and additional
disabilities, were forced fo
stay home for the same
reason. The parents of
Kaushik and Gurmii tried
their level best to enrol their
childran in the special
schools, but their requesis
ware turnad down due to the
combination of their disabling
ponditions, Prameaad, Mukeash
and Praiik hawve never been
to any school as there are

o] e e =i
=] =t

Mumbail families at the beach

nona in their nelghbourhood.
In India, due to advances
in medical sclanca, there
seems o be an increase in
the survival rate of children
wha have mulliple disakilities.
Al present, only a few
schaools have provision o
cater for these childran, In
the yvear 1995, the Mational
Azzaciation for the Blind,
India, started a senvice
pragramire for children with
visual and additicnal
dizabilitias in tha City of
Mumbai and its suburbz, It is
a family centred, home-based
programme, specially for
children whe can nol attend
school or any day-care cenire

for various reasons, such as
tack of suitable
ranzphoriation, a child's
physical and mental health,
the soolo-acaonomic status of
the family or a lack of
appropriate services, Al
present this programme
sarves 35 children and thair
families,

Each family is involved in
the planning, decision
making, implemeaniation and
evaluation of the
programme. All parents,
evan those with minimum
aducation, leam sufficiant
skills and are able o carry
aut the programme n ke
mosi najural setting.
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It is a family
centred,
home-based
programme,
specially for
children
who can not
attend
school or
any day-
care centre
for various
reasons

With family support, |t alsa
becomes much easier fo
invele olher members af tha
family and the nedighbours,
Tha families involved are a
diverse group. Differences of
cufture, aducation, language,
economic and sagial status
do exist and the NAB Service
faces the challengas related
ta therm. Most of the families
have financial concems, and
as a razult parants are
generally unable to spand
maney on educational foys,
assisiing devices, or visiig o
a therapist. They livein small
houses. They have very little
time at thair disposal o
attend 1o their disablad child
on accaurnt of thedr
irvolverment in day-lo-day
farmnily responsibilities, Al
these limitatons develop
sirass in the family. Hernce a
good deal of understanding
and flexibility in one's
approach is imperative while
warking with thesa families,

Howewer, fhe families and
MAB staff find ways around
these difficulties.

Saill lives im a very small
house, whete thera is hardly
any space 1o move arcund let
alone play. To anhance her
miobility skills, a spacial
ieachar has 1o teke har oul o
a public garden ora beach,

Instead of spending
monay an expenshve
equipment like a standing
frarme, working lable, special
chair and splints, Swapnali's
father chose to make thase
things at hame under the
guldance of & special
educator, Cerainly, ha has
done a woendarful job!

The spegially made
sEnsory room, relaxation
room, hydrotherspy pool; are
githar not easily avallable or
are abgent, So, the use of
public gardens, gymnasiums
or swimming peots
compensates for this, [talso
helpz in changing atfitudes of
tamity and saciety lowards

Swapnali uses hor eguipment

these chikdren.

Thea aim of our sarvica
programme is tohelp families
o aguip hamselvas with
skilla they need to deal wilh
ongolng chailengas. The
success achieved sofaris
evident Ihrough the progress
of childrer and change in
atftudas of families and their
neighbourhood communifies.

During the st three years,

out of our 35 children, we

lave bean able to anral 12
children in nomal schools.
Also, thres spacial schoois

>

for mentally ratarded
childran, have sought our
assistance in an advisory
capacily,

The progress of thesea
children, during a
comparatively shar fime is
vafy encouraging. “Progress
generates progress”. More
and mare familles have
shown'increasing interest in
the deveiopment of their
children and there are smiles
all roured &t the amall, but
significant; steps the childran
arg making!

Dbl Hawview
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b Managemant Comimiltes

recently met on 20 — 22

Mowvamber in
Moomwijkerhaut in the Netherdands.
Many malters regarding the
development of Dbl wers discussed
including network - developrment and
memboarship drivas.

Tz highlight of the mesting was
the presentation by the Conlerence
Planning Committee about the
preparations fo date for the Sth Dbl
Eurppean Deafblind Conference o
e held in the Matherfands in July
2001, The Management Committes
were able to-lour the Conference
venue and suggestions werne mada
1o ensure maximum accessibility for
all participarts. We are pleased to

anncunce that deafling colleagues
will activaly participate in making
the venue accessibie. The theme of
the Conferance is sfill baing
discussed and ro doubt members
will soon hear aboul the
Conference, The Management
Commiltes are very axciled aboul
the progress o date.

Final preparalions ara now
being mads for the Xil World
Conferénce in July 1999 in Lisbon,
Porugal. A new Council for Dbl will
e atected al the Ganeral
Azsembly to be held during the
conlerance. Detalls will ba included
irn the fimal announcement, We
hapa that you will all ba able 1o
attend -and have your voices heard,

Dbl is pleased to anncunce the
creation of a small sponsorship
fund to help suppor colleagues
from devaloping countries to
attend Dbl's international
conferances. The fund will ba
avaitable for Dbl's forthcoming XH
World Condarence in Lisbon in
July 1888, Those interested in
applying should write diractly 1o
Rodney Clark ouilining clear
argumants in support of their
application. Priority will be given fo
individuals in leadership positions
within dealblind services and hose
wanling to give presentations.
Rodney Clark, Dbl Secretariat,
11-12 Clifton Terrace, London N4
45H, United Kingdom,

CALL FOR PAPERS and CONFERENCE ANNOUMNCEMENT
Casa Pia de Lisboa invite you to attend

X1l Dbl World Conference

20 - 25 July 1999

Developing through Relationships - Celebrating Achievement

Programme

* Relationships across borders.

for DB Matwarks.

the Metwork Day

&

* RBelationships between congenitally deafbfind children and young adults and hearing sighted people
* Relationships between/amiong deafblind penple
» Relationships betweaen families and professionals

Tha Theme will be developed through plenary sessions and warkshops, There will also be a Network Day

Venue: Centro Esoolar Turzsticos Hoteleiro, Estonl, Porwgal
The centra is'in a resort 20kms from Lisbon and is accassibie by whealthair users.

Official Languages: The offlcial languages will be Portuguese and English, and translation will be provided
into these wo languages, Oiher interprefation needs should be organised by national groups,

Call for papers: Delegates are invited {o send an absiract, about ten to fifteen lines long. The Programme
Committes will give priorty to Papers that direcily relate to the Conference theme, however papers
addressing other issues will be considerad. Dbl Metworks are invited to present a programme proposal far |

FINAL DATE FOR PAPERS AND NETWORK PROPOSALS - 28TH FEBERUARY 1999
To Xl Word Conferance of Dbl, Planning Committes, Casa Pia de Lisboa'TAACF,
Av do Rastalo 1, 1400 Lisbea, PORTUGAL.
armail: cpl.aduca @mail.ielopac, pt

Tel +351.1.362 71 35 Fax: +351.1.363 24 48

ALL CONFERENCE ENCRIRIES TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS

July — December 1998

15
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they are established on the
provien thay mesl tha
criteria set by Dbl. There
are many natworks currantly
invalved within the deaibiind
figld but are not currantly
recogrised by Dil, If you
would like your nebwork 1o
formally bacome part of Dl
then pleasa contact the Diol

European Usher

Secreianal

In thiz-edition of LB/
Heview wea nave inlrodused
& riew section calied
Metwork Mews. Thiz part of
the magazine gives
Metworks the opportunity o
repart on their gclivities,
share information with fellow
Dbl members and consult a
wider audience on specific
izsues. In this edition, Mary
Guest reports on the
formation and priorities of
thie European Lzher

Syndrome Study Group and
the Communication Neiwork
have provided detalls of their
forthcoming course
Development of
Communication in Persons
with Congenital
Deafblindness (Part 2) fo
be hald in April 1888 in
Paris, France, We have also
included contact details of
ihe five existing networks
affiliated 1o Db, We look
torward to recaiving mora
Metwork Mews in the futunal

Syndrome Study Group

inca the baglinning of

the Eurcpean

Syndrome Study. Group
in 1985 we have observed 8
marked improverment in
awarenass for and
recognition of Uskher
Syndrame in many European
countries. This greater
recognifion is welcome
because it means thal people
with Lisher can begin fo voice
their needs and campaign for
better services.

It was also recognised in
MMadrid, at Dbl's 1897
European Conference, that
thera was a need to davalop
a network for people with
Usher and their familkes; who
could establish links with
aach other, reach out 1o new
familiez and, through these
links, starf to improve
services in their own
countrias. A small steering
group was therefore formed
mada up of represaniatives
from Spain, Denmark,
Germany and the UK wilh the
ol of putting together the

aims and objeciivas for tha

Mary Guest, Hans Jiirgen Krug and members of EUS5G
in Madrid 1987

new European Ushar
Metwork.

This steering group have
el twice sinca 1887, in
Denmark and Germany. A
third meeting s planned n
the Autumn of 1998 — we
hicpe in the UK, We want to
tig it in with other meslings
wihich are likely o attract
prafessianals in the fiald of
vizion and hearing io save
cosis, In the meantime we
have put irna bid for financial

support from the European
Unlan, the resulls of which
will influence the naxt phase
of activity.

It iz eary days for the
Metwaork, bt we hope. (£ will
mark the star of a mevement
of people with Usher-ard
their families to get beller
recognition throughot
Eurcpa.

Mary Guest
Secretary EUSSG
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SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT: Development of Communication in
Persons with Congenital Deafblindness (Part 2)

10-14 April 1999

This coursa |5 reflecting tha engolng process of developing communication between persons who are
deafolind and their seeing and hearing partiners. In 1986, Part 1 focused on interactive aspects of
commiunicative develapmeant. Part 2 will ook at co-construction of shared meanings and negatiating first

vacabularies,

Thera will be a pre-course day on 10 April 1889 1o allow those who missed the first pan of this course and
for those who would like o review if, to feal comfartable with the second parl. The presantation of the course
will take place at CMEFEI, 58-60 Avenue des Landes, 82150 Suresnes, Pans on 11 April 1o 14 April 1889.
The course aims o allow professionals and familles to bulld adapted means of observation and intervention
with congenital deafblind persons in language and commaunication.

Programme

Friday 8 Apnl 1888
&rrival of participans of the pre-
Coursa

Saturday 10 April 1889

001700  This pre-course day will be a shoit
review of the main loplcs covered in
Part 1 and will ba lad by Anna
Mafstad, Inger Rodbroe and Marlena
Daalman,
Arrival of the participants of the
COUrSE,

12.00 Welcome party

Sunday 11 April 1288

10.00 Oificlal welcoma

10:30-12.00 Keynote speech by Jacgues Souriau
and presentation of film

14.00-15.30 Plenary 'The cancept of natural
tanguage. What does this mean for
Congenitally Deafblind People? by
Arrfin Vonen, University of Oslo.

18.00-17.30 Workshops

Monday 12 April 1982

89.00-10.30  Plenary ‘Eveni regresentations by
Katherine Melson, City University of
Mew Yark.

11.03-12.30 Workshops

14.00-15.30 Plenary Narrativas' by Colwyn
Trevarthen, University of Edinburgh.

16,00-17.30 Warkshops

Tuesday 13 April 1999

B3.00-10.20 Planary Dalechon of and expactation
far gocial contingency: their
confnbution fo communicalive
devalopment’ by Jacquelina Madal,
Centra National de la Recherche
Scientifique, Paris

11.00-12.30 Workshops

14,00-15.20 Plenary ‘Pragmalics’ by Famela
Rolling, University of Texas, Dallas.

15.30 Excursion

Wednesday 14 April 1998

89.00-10.20  Plenary ‘Co-construching shared
maaning and negotialing firsf
vocabidanas' by members of the
Working Group on Communication;
Marlena Daslman, Inger Rodbrbe,
Ton Visser, Anne Nafstad and
dacques Soufiau,

11.00-12.30 Workshops

14.00-15.30 Plenary 'Parent witnesses’ by
Mormman Brown, University of
Birmingham, LK

16.00-16,30 Plenary '‘Conclusions'by Dr Anthony
Besl, Headieacher, RMIB Condover

Hall School, UK
16.30-17.00 Closing Ceremaony
19.00 Clasing Reception

Workshops will be facilitated by members of the
Warking Group an Communicalions
and will focus on the plenary topics.
Each workshop leader will have the
opportunity to work with colleagues in
the preparation and presentation of
warkshops,

For further details and an application form please contact: CHEFEI, 58-60 Avenue does Landes,
92150 Suresnes, Paris, France. tel; + 33 1 41 44 3100 fax: + 33 1 45 D6 3983
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Employment for deafblind people

In the Decembar
19497 Issue ol
Deatblind
Education there
Wit 2 locus an
Employmeni
Richard Hawkes
Trangnational
Co-ardinator of a
major Eurgpean
inifiative aimed
al developing
employment
possibilities for

doafhlind peopls,

aufiines
devalopmenis
sinpe fhan

s
]

r less than a.year

tremendous steps towards

the creation of real jobs
have been takan in & numbar
of countries. In the Eurcpaan
Idnion funded Harizan
project. the pariners from
Italy, Portugal, Sweden and
the UK have had a number of
mealings io distuss
deveiopments in esch
counlsy and undertake joant
wark on the production of
Internetional guidslinas.

Cne of the main issues to
arise from these meelings
hasz been the conoept of
challenging atfitudes it real
progress is everio be made
for dealblind people o have a
genuing possibility of getting
[obs. This means.challenging
the alfiiudes of emplovers
socialy and, most
importanty, hose of us within
the dealblird wordd. The
Horizon Group recognise hat
there are marny excallant
services for deafbling people
throughoul the warld, bul
very ofien the atfitudes of
sarvica providers are
gominated by feslings of
‘providing senices ar car”
85 opposed to "creating
oppariunites” or
‘ancouraging independence”,
I wark appartunities for

deafblind people are ever io
ke a reality these atfitudes
must develop and those
within the deaftdind field have
te genuinaly batieve that
employmen! oppaiunifies
and graatar Indapandanca
are possible.

Ta start achiaving this.
consideration is being given
to the-craation of an
Employment Metwork within
Dbl. This whele subjact will
be discussed in more celall
at the Emplayment Day at the
World Conference in Portugesl
naxt Juby,

In the UK Sense West
recently organisad a major
conference an empioyment
Iss5ues lor sensory impaired

people, More than 100
people atended this event
which, over iwo days,
received preseniations from
Richard Hawitt MEP, a
representative from the LK
Governmen! and spoakars
from gmiployment and
disability arganisations. It is
very promiging that this
iszue has been brought to
the attention of
govemments, MEPs, the
Eurmpean Commission, and
With the continued support
of such individuals and
arganisations, everyans
involved in these projects is
confidant that substantial
progress will continee to-be
madea.

. |
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Objects of reference:
an exploratory meeting

hat do wea know

aboul why objacts of

reference work’? What
ig thair rofe in redation 1o
oiner approaches o
commnication? What are
the pnarifizs for regearch into
the use of objects of
reference? How can objects
e used most successfully?

An exploratony mealing
was held in June 1958 o
examing the current use of
objactz of reference in order
{o compile a researchissues
meanu. Thai menu, based on
whatl we do not knaw, would
suggest useful development
activitias that could help the
figdd move forward,
The programmea was

arranged as a senesof

stimuius papers and aach
participant was irvited Lo lalk
about their work, give
examples from their practios,
chaflenge thinking and
identity gaps In current
knowledgea.

Dwring the meating, the
chaice of obiects, the way in
which thay are used and how
fransition from objects to
other forms of communication
are inttiated were all
dizcussed in depth. In
addition, a review of the
literature was presented and
the relevance of bath stafi
development and research
wera considersd.

The mesating was held ai
RNIB Condover Hall Schood
over a weekend with

colieagues from Europe and
LISA, Tha mgaling was
accomplished and a menu of
possible areas for future work
and action was astablishad,
Thizs was a very lentative
iniative in a relatively
unexplored araa, but
paricipanis hopead the result
might provide a starting point
for anyona wanting to
contribute to the development
of our knowledge.

A summary report of the
meating is available fram
sense of RMIB Condover
Hall Schiool

Anthony Baest
Eileen Boothroyd

POSCAL

POSCAL Iz supported by
F2DE, the Swedish
Deafblind Association and
SHIA, the Swedish
Organization of
Handicappead Aid
Foundation, [U's president (s
Yolanda de Rodriguez, a8
Colombian who is hersall
deafbling and physically
disablad.

POSCAL was founded in
Fabruary 1885 in the
"Andean” countries: Bolivig,
Colombla, Ecuador |, Peru
and VYenszuela. Since
Saptember 1957, with the
generous suppont of FEDEB,
SHIA, OMCE, the Mational
CDrganigation for the Blind in
Spain, and ULAC, the Latin-
American Union for the
Biind, it has grown ta include
ten more couniries in the
region. Thesa are Argentina,
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Brazil, Chile, Cuba, tha
Dominican Republiz,
Homduras, Guatamala,
Micaragua, Mexica, and
Uruiguay.

By July 1998,
associations for deafblind
people have been
established in slx of the
couniries suppoded by
POSCAL. Each of thasa
organisalions has been
givan a computar, a Braille
printer and fraining fo
supporl thelr activitias.

POSCAL produces a
quarterly newslaitar giving
news on deafblind adults
living in tha raglon. [Lis
available in English and
Spanizh and iz for sponsors
and others who are
infarasted In the work af
POSCAL, A Seminaris also
arganised sach year. This

ts an important annual
meefing enabling the
exchanging of ldeas and
experiances, and planning
of future activities.

Each country supported
by POSCAL alzo receives a
moderate contribution to
finance thalr national work
and 1o assist with
communicalion batwean
couniries. in Colombia,
POSCAL alzo supports the
deafblind fraining module for
interprefars for the deal and
the deafbiind.

The project has awakenead
interest in many places and
5o far, in fillean countries
across Latin America,
around 1.300 deafbling
adults and children hawve
been identified! POSCAL's
supporters and funders are
vary proud of the results

Limenns Barpa iz
Co-ordinator of
POSCAL, a
project created
to support the
dovelopment of
teafhlmd
asgosialions in
Lalin America
Ximena mporizs
on fhe bock-
ground to and
thie waorkh of
FOSCAL



Rodney Clark writes about
his visit to Malaysia and
meeting the pupils and
staff of the Deafblind Unit
at 5t Nicholas® Home in
Penang, which has baen in
operation since January
1887,

Mothing can prepare you
tor ihe ropical lushness and
riches of Malaysia. Even in
minrEaon waather the bright
colours o the exoiic
vegetation, animals and birds
shine through. Dviving
thraugh the couniry we
pessed through banana and
gif-palm groves, rubber
plartations and nca paddies,
and avarywhere we werni we
receved a warm welcoma,

21, Micholas' Home began
life in 1926 1o sarve “aighl
cripmad and bling childrer. ™ It
was opened by the
Singapaore Anglican Diocese
I a hospital compound n
Malacca: In 1831 it moved to
Panang and s prezent sita

and buildings date from 1838,

A kindergarten for 28 blind
children was stared in 1941
and by 1858 the roll of
primary-aged children had
rizen o 74, The integration of
secandary-aged biind
children inta ordinary schools
began in 1860 and becamea
official governmeant policy bwa
vears later, From 1864, the
Home developad a wide
range of different services for
blind and visually impaired
children and adults, In 1897,
tha primary schoal, which
was wholly sponsorad by tha
Malaysian governmant,
mioved from the St Micholas'
Home site to the mainland.

The Home now runs a
number of Community-Based
Hehabilitation programmes
covering Penang and the
Marthern Malaysian states of
Kangar, Kedah and Morth
Ferak, Thesa include Early
Intervantion; Rehabilitation
for Bind People in rural
areas; and a Mult-

Handicapped programme;
with teachers from the Home
supparting locally-based figld
warkers,

Tha Deatblind Lini
currently has & children aged
1014, It Iz located in 2 large,
colaurful, airy rooms; one for
education and one for
physiotherapy. It opened with
financial support from the
Hilion Perkins international
Frogramma, who have
offered a range of training
possibilithes. Thesa include
trainers visiting on site, staff
paricipation In shorl coursas
in Surabava {Indoresia) and
I Boston, and stafl
placements at the Halan
Kellar Institute in Bombay.
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Linet of the Chelsiran

g s _-'; e s s
herified Temeagh Ta M-
Handscapped UBR
PIOTEMETIE SN e
disabilities mosty resglt from
Congenital Rubelta, despite
Malaveia's successful
immunisation programme
which has run for many
vears. It was the schaool
holidays, 2o | visited 5 of tha
&g children in their homes, all
of whom live on Malaysia's
mainland, Their families
ware imrmensely grateful for
fhe education that their
children were recaiving for
tha first time. They spoks
about the significant
adwvances the children haag
mada, gven i the relatively
short timea that the sochool
had been open

A5 50 often in isolated
teaching settings, siaff feel a
constant nasd tar furthar
training and reinforcemeant of
whal they have already
leamt. The Principal, Surash
Kumar Pandian, has asked if
BBl is aware of a frained
taacher in dealblindress who
might be prepared to provide
infanshve support on 2
wolunteer basis-at the Home
for an extended pariod. If any
member is irteresied, please
contact the Dbl Secretanat
London,

Dbl Review




Andra van Deventer, who is
deafblind, refiects on the
history of deafblind work in
South Africa in his article
‘From Darkness and
Silence to Light and Sound’
which appeared in
Deafblind News in April
1998,

Education for deafblind
childran in South Africa
bagan in the early 1850
when the first deafolind pupil,
David A Gever, was enrolied
at the School for the Blind in
Waorcester, a lown about 70
kilometres narth of Cape
Town, The deafblind
department had only one staff
member Miss Katie van
Rensbury, who played an
imporiant role in the
establisnment and lurther
expansion of the deafidind
departmeant for many years,
Unfortunately, these services
wara only available 1o white
people.

I thie 1990's deafblind
units were apened at the
Sibare Schoal in the
Gusteng provincs and af the
Arthur Blaxall Schoal in
Kwazulu-Matal. These units
now accept pupils from all
races, religions and cullure
At prasent tha unit at Pioneear
school in Worcester, has ning
pupils while the one in
Siborile has seven, Two
children are integrated inlo a
class af the multi-
handicapped at tha Arthur
Blaxall School.

& problem that still exisis
in South Africa, is that there
are ng programmes for
deafblind children who have
some hearing o sight and
who, with some help, could
attend programmes in aither
schoots tor the deat or for the
blird. Interestingly,
instituticns for the deaf form a
very small par in the
establishment of sarvicas for
deafbling children.

SOUTH
AFRICA

1T OOH
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Services for deafblind
adults

Except for a few institutions
and shallerad workshops
which provide jobs, housing
and some recraational
services for the blind and the
deal. there are no existing
senvices for deafblind adults
i South Afrca. Apart fram
senvices provided by family
marmibers and same staff
members in institutions, there
are also no Intervanors. This
iz mainly due fothe lack of
specialist iraining for
intervenors warking with the
deafbling.

As reported in the last
aditton of Dbl Raview,
Deafhiind South Africa was
formed Im July 1587 1o
campaign for services for the
deafblind. It aims to sarve
deafblind people of all races,
cuftures and creed, and in
192E has finalised lis
constitution at thair first
deaftiind general assembly.

The process of identifying
dealblind paople is another
major obstacle. Due to the
past history of South Africa, i
is now 8 challenge to identify
deafblind persons in
dizadvartaged communities.
Comparad to other
developing countries, South
Africa has a fairly strang
imirastructure, but thera ks still
vary little money avaitable for
wark among the deafblind.
The challange 1o conduct an
intensive and extensive
identification programme is
huge,

Another problem =
language. South Africa has
eleven official languages and
very ofien, due to the nature
of dual sensory loss,
dealfblind people can only
spacialise in one language.
This often creates
communication problems
betwesn deafblind people
thamsalves and also makes

It very difficull to hold
meetings.

It s rmyy firm bedief that the
anly way 1o improve services
for deafdind adults and
children is for professionals
working in the field to jain
forces with deafblind people
themsaives. The different
ways of thinking which exists
betweean professionals and
disabled people, can offen
lead to nothing constructive
being achieved. The two
groups must not be allowed
to grow far apart,



INDONESIA

Sr Agatha of the Institute
of Dena-Upakara reports on
a newcomer o the
deafiling unit.

Sinca the last editicn of
Dbl Review we hiave Deen
|pined by Damayariti. a 46
vear old deaf woman who is
suffaring from the eve
conditon Refinitis
Figmeanlosa,

Dameyanti, known a5
Yanil for short, was born deal
and atlended our education
programme as a child, Sha
leftin 1868 at the-age of 17
years with good oral
language. In recent years
Yanl has had problems with
her vision and has been
finding it increasingly difficult
ta lip read. Although Yanli is
able o express harsall
verbally, sha is unable fo
understand what people arg
saying ta her. For this reason
she has refumed 1o the
Institute to receive suppart
throughour deafblind unit,

Our work with Yanti has
involved a shart 2 month

programme called ‘New way
of Cammunication and
Ovigntation Mobility’, This has
been an iniensive
programme focusing on
teaching Yanii a tactile
version of Indonesian sign
language. Fortunately, Yanil
15 a 1ast leamar and naw
confidently communicaies
with othars using handzs-on
signing. Cwr photograph
shows Yanl speaking with
Brigitta whom we falked
about in the last Db Review.

When Yani joined us she
was [acking in salf

| REGIONAL NEWS

confidence. Alongside
developing Yanl's
communication we hawvs alsg
focused on adjusiing her
daily living skils and: mabiity
to take Into acoount her
visual problems, This has
involved spotts, including
swamming, and basic Braille,

We have also bean
working with Yanti's family to
ensure ihat when she
returmed home her family
wera able o communicals
with her through sign
language, Yant will be
retuming toous in Febraary
1995 for a sacand intensive
DIOgramme.

Waorking with Yanti has
been a great experience and
has given us great
satisfaction in being able o
nalp her.

Since our last report we
have also moved. Our rew
address is:

SLB/NG-AB Helen Keller
Indonesia, J1. Garuda,
Gang Terati no:3.
Murangan, Medari,
Sleman, Yogyakarta,
Indonesia.

RUSSIA

Usher Forum -
Guardianship for
Usher and
Deafblind People

frene Salomatina, Director
of Usher Forum, wriles
about the recent formation
of this organisation.

On 14 February 1998
Usher Forurm was founded by
a group of eight specialists,
parents and deafolind pecpla.
It has been established o
support deafblind people in
Moscow and throughout
Russia. We wene officiallby
registered by the Moscow
State Registration Office on 3
Jumne 1998

Lzher Fomnm & nol a rew

arganisation but the
restructurad Socic-Pedagogic
Aszociation, known &8s
Rainbow, Originalky founded
in 1880, Ranbow developed
iz activities as a non-
registered public community,
Lishiar Forum has inharted
Rainbow’s main principles:
1) an equal atliteds tewanrds
peooig with deafblindness
and ather associated
problems; 2} broadening
public awaranass of paopls
with deafblindness through
voluntary activithes by
different groups,

Az adopted i our
Consiitution, our Mission is-fo
support and realise
pragrammes and projects
devolad to the rehabililation
of deafblind children and
adults, who havea shght and

hearing loss through Lgher
syndrome and other causes;
We promote the legal rights
and Interasis of deafbling
people to achieve a good
guality &l life, We aim 1o
achieve ourmission through
the creation of a nelwork of
senices throughout Bussia

Despite our deep rools, we
TEMAIN 8 young orgenisation
and are opan to support and
advice.

For further information
please contact:

Irene Salomatina

Director, Usher Forum
Movoalexeevakaja sir,
18-1-210, Moscow 129626,
Russia

Telephone: +7 085 928-36-
88 or emall: irv@ehild.ru

Dbl Beview
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CHILE In August 1998 Mary Guest.  sludying
Head of Usher Services, educalion at
Sense (UK) made a refurn college. We spent
vigit to Chile after 30 years. & morning
in Santiago, Mary met up tegather
with Irving and Laura discussing thelr
Augustine who are helping hopes and
CORPALIV, an organisation problems using a
working with deafblind and combination of
multi-sensory Impaired English and
children, to establish Spanish lingar
services in Chile. spaliing, Both
Irving and Laura are from Jaime and Paz .
Canada and waork with the want to mest other ¥ o
Navigatars. a Christian based  young pecple, have fun, get Jaime Bustos Palma and
organisation who focus on an education and eventually  Paz Yanez enjoy lunch at
start up projects. In Santiage  work. They facs the same Irving and Laura
they are working with a problem that affects many Augustine's house in
number of Chikeans with deafblind people: that Santiago.
CORPALIV to set up a school  professionals working in
and teachar training with viskon and hearing fields do
families of children with multi-  not collaborate 1o ghve an
sensary disabilitiss. integrated service o people to meel up socially,
During my wisit to the deafblind peopla. get o know each other and
homa af the Augustine’s | CORPALIV have just plan a programme for
met two young deafblin maeved into a larger house themselves. Hopetully, this
adults. Jaime Bustos Palma  which will give them scope programme will raach out fo
and Paz Yanez. Jaime is 18 for more activities. Thera are  9ther young deafblind people
and wants fo go ta callege, also plans 1o use tha new in Santiago which is now &
and Pazis 24 and currently  space for young deafblind city of 7 million people.
MEXICO Yvelle Gallegos de Sofo imporiantly love,
writes on behalf of the group of
ASOMMA, the first children has
association in Mexico grown 1o ba B In
created with the sole number and
purpose of serving ASOMMA, is row
deafblind people and working with the
famifles including those Spacial
with additional disabilities.  Education
ASOMMA, the Mexican Departmant la
Association for Multiple promote good
Disabilities, bagan in 1993 practice far
with 3 children that wara 6 deatblind children
momhs old and whose throwgh joint
families wera looking fora warking, In

service thal met their
children’s neads. At that time
o sarvice workéd with this
group and their familizs wera
depressed by the very
negative prognosis for their
childran,

After & vears of hard wark,
patlerce and maore
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addition, another group of 5
oealblind toddlers has just
staried in an early
intervention programmae.
Although its still very early
days, Ihe work in Mexico
examplifies the banefits of
collaboratve working and
ASOMMA thanks tha

parents, the Special
Education Senvices in Mexico
City, Perkina School for tha
Blind and Serse Intermational
for helping & dream becoma
a reality.

Ihd
{a3



EAST Penny May Kamau is a
Projects Co-ordinator

ERAGA in the East African
region and editor of
Deafblind News. She
reports on projects in
Uganda and Kenya,
and the publication of
a new booklel.

Sixtesan yaar
old Stephen
Imalingat
peels a
matoke gresn
banana

— gy

~ ~ (5

R B
Uganda
The Uganda

Mational
Associaton for the
Dreafblind (UNADE)
has contimuead ta
meal on 8 regular
basis o co-ordinate
the work in the
country. The
association has
glso besn able to
network with many
othar NGO's and in
this way increase
public awarenass.

Alfred Ojok is pounding groundnuts
to make a sauce to be eaten with
the matoke

Buckley Deafblind Unit
Buckley High 3chool, a girs
primary boarding school,
carned out an awareness
pragrammae through the
media, religious leaders,
local councillors and MP's of
the ared. As & resuli of this
awarenass campaign, the
manggement of the school
was abla o establish a small
part of the school budget for
the unit. The umit currantly
has five deafblingd stidenis,
including Stephen Imalingat
and Alfred Ojok who can be
saan in cur photographs.
The unit still faces financial
problams as parants find it
difficult to pay school feas,
Tha schoal neads funds for
tencing the compound
arcund tha unit, the salary for
{he housamother and a
saconmd dormitory. The schiool
has already writter a funding
proposal 1o stard & pouliry
project which, It is hoped, can
help solve some of the
financial probdams.




REGIONAL NEWS ':;.:'.

JUly

Decear

]|

Kenya

Ewale Daafblind Unit
In March 1998, in-sarvice
training courses were held af

Omarl Bakari, 12 years of
age, with his teacher

tha Maseno and Kwale
deafblind units, Teachars had
the oppartunity to gain more
knowledge an assessment
and implemeantation of
individual programmes for

iheir deafidind pupils. Tha
fraining was also an
oppartunity for facilitators to
fellow up on those teachers
wh had attended the
regional workshap for
leachers of the deafolind.
Ag with the sifuation in
Uganda, the main problarm
facing the units is the lack of
funds as most parents are
not able to pay fees, The
Kwala Deafblind Linit near
Mombaza currently has 10

deafblind children and saven

teachers. The unit cannot
ongage an extra housa
mother becauss tha town
courcil is unable to meel this
casgt. The schoo is also
planning to start 8 poultry
praject 85 soon as sufficient

funds are found, which, it is

hoped, will in turn provide
much needed protein for the
children while at the sams
time giving some income 1o
the schoal

Starting Communication with

Deafblind Children

This new bookiet has baan
produced in the East African
region by a group of 14
teachers of the daafblind
under the guidance of Inger
Rodbrée and Eva Briit
Andreassen, of Tha Swadish
Deafblind Association,

This booklet is imponant
&5 it represents the first
specialist matenal which has
been based on local
experences and cullura. The
booklet comprises chapters
an: Key Principles whan
you are with a deafblind
child; Pre-linguistic
Communication and
Natural Expression; Total
Communication and
Making an Individual Plan;
and includes iflustrations and
diagrams,

| OB

For further information on
the activities in East Africa,
please contact Mrs Penny
May Kamau, PO Box 63168,
Mairobi, Kenya,

telephone +2 48028,

fax +2 48026, email:

shispmk & africaonline.co. ke,

Hine year old Riziki
Kassim

CORRECTION

Ir the last edition of

| Dul Review, It was
reported in Regional

| Mews that Mr David
shaba of Tanzania had
baen selected as the
African reprasentafive
of the proposed Warld
Ferderation of the
Daatbling,

‘ Thiz was incomect and
should have read Mr
Andre van Deventar
from South Afrca. We
apologise for this errar.
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Anny Koppen, Director of
NUD, reports on another
busy and creative year for
the Nordic Staff Training
Centre for Deafblind
Services (NUD)

Im 1898, our courses and
conterances have dealt with
some complex and
interesting fopics. In
partcular, mportant
dizcussions arsing from e
realisation thal the population
of persons with age related
deafblindnass is [arger than
first enticipated. We have
also wantified tha benefits of
uzing computers as lechnical
alds; and hava dona much
work on finding methods for
accurate aarly diagnoses of
congenital dealblindress,
and on aarly interaction and
prelingusl development

Dur new contract with the
Mordic Council of Ministers
llustrates the need for
international participaticn and
co-oparation, Even if most of
Qur resources area siill
allocated 1o wark in the
Mordic couniries, wea ang
awara of the need to spend
mare an intematonal
projects.

MUD's mission is to
provide staff training and
development aclivities which
suppart work with deafbling
persong in the five Morgic
couniries. We alsosmi o
pl‘DIT‘-'EHE NEI’.'I:I-:E Co-ODsratan
balwesn proiessonats n e
field of desfcinansss

In boih 2enices o persons
with Condenilsl Dest RSt
angd parons Wi BCOURRC
pesoongress = =g o
Eo-ORaTEn SOTES T
nEtons Dores = wsl
estapizhed Az 3
consequence. the whoke of ibe
Mo fEgE = S 35 3
naglus a=e o OstussTn on
EEueE AT B
ceciEnghess. In o
exneraree s Densiica
have e soope-of OpEwrE

that fhe fva countnas can
prowide,

Leading staff fram the
major senices for
congenitally deatbling
persans meet yearly for the
“Resource Cantras’
Meetings”, At these meetings
information s exchanged on
developments and
achievarmants within each of
the fve Mordic countries,
Plans and projects are Then
co-grdinated when deemed
beneficial, with a decishon on
bi-, tri-, or multidateral
paricipation.

The major servicas for
persans with acquined
deafblindness also used 1o
meed annually, bul have
decided to continue their
axchange and co-ordination
ina smaller forum; tha “New
Forum for Co-oparabion in the
Figld of Acquired
Deafplindness in the Mordic”,

Established in September
1887, this Forum was created
with a representative from
gach of the five Mordic
countries, The directar of the
MUD also altends theze
meetings, The Forum measts
regularly o exchangs
information on acinsties, and
to co-ordngie &nd vkate
prosects for development in
the Beid. T has now mel fwice
= the NUD, in Februany and
Seriembar 1988 fic
TR S e

Eretan anehol, Director,
Evpemation Center on
Srouerad Deafblindnass,
TEnTETH

L=un Mikkonen, Head of
&vix, Home for the Deat
gnd Runala Home for the
Daaf, Finland

Liie Thoriraladotlir,
sonsultant, Deaibling
Associgion, lceland

Eirzabheath Dlafsen, Haad,
Natonal Cerntral Team for

sfolind Persons,
Morway

Trudi Wickstram, Project
co-grdinaior, Mo Gard
Support and Information
Service, Sweden

A natwork of Working Groups
has also been established,
They rapat o and through
the NUD and focus on the
fallowing topics:

* Communication of persons
with acquired
deafblindrmess (activity Bas
stariad)

» Thea assessment of
persons with acquired
dealolindrass (activity 2
planned).

s Exchange of information
on Computer bazed
assisting devices {8
mailing list is established)

*  Age-related deafolindness
{activity has startad)

¢ Model for introductory
training on natlonal and
reegeonial basts for staff in
the sennces for parsons
with-acquired
deafblindnass (working
aroup In-creation),

The Forum encourages and
initfates-davelopment,
discusses proposed project
ideas. Forexample, a long-
term sludy of communication
mathods in persons with
Ugher Syndrame in the
Mordic countries, has been
proposed and discussed.
The Forum also repors o
the MUD on the training
neads of stalf who work in
gervices for persans with
acguired deafblindness.
The NUD supporis the
work of the Forum and
Working Groups by offering
travel subsidies,
sccommodation at the NLID,
secratarial assistance and
whergver necessany
translationfinterpretation,

Dbl Raview



REGIONAL NEWS

The Nordic Staff Training
Centre for Deafblind Services
(NUD) continues its tradition of
courses and conferences with
its 1999 programme.

16-22 The Praofile of

January Development Congenitally
Deafblind People (Training coursa)

6-28 Deafblindness and Genetics

February (Conferance)

1-19 March Basi Training Course on Congenital
Deafblindress, Part Il (Par | hald

November 1098}
11 =30 Basie Training Course on Acguired
April Deafblindness, Part Il (Part | held
Octobar 1998)
8—12 May Adults with Congenital Rubella

Syndrome (Conference)
B-12 Interprating for Deafblind Paopla

September {Training Coursa)
12-18 Open House Study Week"
Septombear

26 September Basic Training Course on
=15 October Congenital Deatblindness, Part | (Part
Il to be held in 2000)

30 October  Language Developmant in
-3 November Congenitally Dealblind Persons
(Confarance)

21 November Rehabiliation of Persons with

—3 Dacember Acquired Deafblindness {Training
Coursa)

In addition fo these sessions a range of seminars and
warking group mestings will be arrangad in order to
fecus on particular topics identified by forums of the
five Maordic countries. The aim of these events is 1o
strengthen the developmant work for the services for
deafblind people.

* The annual “Open House Study Waek" also offers
working facilities and a mesting place for other types of
working groups to meed

July — December 1998

December 1988 marks the  NEW
tenth anniversary of
Deafblind New Zealand'’s ~ LEALAND
Incorperation and we are
pleazed to announce the
launeh of our website on
the Internat, writes Patricia
Clark, Webmaster and Vice-
Prezsident Deafbliind NZ Inc.
The site presently has
three pages and is accessible
1o blind users. The Homse
Pape is the first and includes
Deafblind NZ's logo and
meis AR in amm we walk
logether. Hand anhand we
falk tagethear”. The second
page gives a brief description
af how Deafblind NZ came
into existence and there are
hyperext links to othar,
world-wide, deafbiind Infermet
sites. Page 3 s & list of
Dealbling NZ's achisvemants
in its ten year history. The
success and strength of
davelopments means theare is
anly ream for 8 dozen of the
miest important milestonas.,
The wabsite is still under
consiruction o0 comments
and suggestions for
improvement ara most
welcome. There are also
plans to add excerpls from
our newsletter SEE HEAR.
The website address is
hitp:/
www. deafblind.org.nz
Deafblind NZ Inc, is an
organisation for people with
dual disability of
deafblindness’ vision and
heanny impairmenis, and is
operated almost entirely by
deafblindvhi persons
themselvas,

For further information
please contact the national
office of Deafblind NZ Inc.,
PO Box 109-583,
Mewmarket, &uckland, New
Zealand; telephone +9 524-
85598; or visit our wabsite)



AUSTRALIA

The West Australian
Deafblind Association {inc.)]
are pleased fo announce
the next National Deafblind
Conference lo be held 7-10
April 2000 at the Esplanade
in Fremantle near Perth.
Friday 7 April will be a pre-
confaranca fraining day
specifically aimed at
professionals and support
providers., A pre-requisiie for
this day will be that
participants are currenily or
will be providing support 1o
deafblind people. Saturday
8ih and Monday 10th will ba
conference days with Sunday
gth a5 a social activitles day.
In addition io tha
conlerance proceedings, a

cocktall party s planned for
the Friday evening, &
confarenca dinner on the
Saturday and hopefully a
barbeque an the Sunday!

The keynote speaker will
be Graham Hicks from Sanze
in-the UK, Graham is
deafblind and s Sansa's
Specialist Advisor on
Crampaigns & Public Policy.
Funding fimitations has
unfariunately restricted the
number of inviiations ta
intemational speakers.
However, WADBA are willing
o negotiate accommodation
cosiz and waive registrabon
feas, o encourage the
invalvemen! of intemabional
colleaguas, The call for
papars will be announcead
SO0,

oS .

Acsurvay has been
circulated with WADEA's
newsletier Good Vibralions 1o
find out what parficipanis
would like on tha
Conference’s agenda.
Responses received thus far
hawve inclldead, not
surprisingly, education,
training. communication and
challenging behaviour.

For further information and
suggestions please
contact:

WADBA

Bth Avenue & Whatley
Cresceni

PO Box 14, Maylands WA,
6831, Australia
Telephone 48 8272 1122;
TTY 48 9370 3524, fax: +8
8271 3129 or email:
wadba @ nw.com.au

CANADA

Late Manifestations of
Congenital Rubslla

The Canadian study on
cangenital rubslia is largaly
complete, writes Sian
Munroe, Project Co-ordinator.
COne hundrad individuals with,
or with suspected. congenital
rubelia syndrome participated
in this study which was
funded by the Canadian
govemment durng 1997 and
1508,

Participants’ ages ranged
from five to sixly-beo years of
age and covared all ten
Canadian provinces
Praliminary statistics, bazsed
anthe first 75 respondents,
wane published in the 6th
Canadian Conference
Proceadings. The final repor
will be available by the end of
the year from the Mational
Office CDBRA, 350 Brant
Avenue, Brantford, Ontanio
Canada M3T 3J9; tel: + 519-
To4-0729; fax: + 519-754-
2400, or email;
cobra.nal @sympatico.ca

Check out COBRA's new
WEB SITE
The CDBRA s proud to
announce its new Web: Site
whnich ks intended 1o be an
umbreta site for CDBRA, itz
Chapters. and othar
organisations and facilities
which serve or advacate for
Individuals who are deafilind
in Canada. If othar
intemational organisations
want to Hnk up with our Wab
Site please ot us know,
Visit us at
http:fwww.cdbra.ca

Canadian Registry for
Individuals who are
Deafbiind

Tha Caradian Federal
Government Branch 'Human
Resources Development
Canada’ recantly advisad the
CODBRA that it had approved
its application for a grant for a
project entifled “Registry of
Persens who are Deafbling in
Canada”. The grant covers

the period 1 October 1998
through to 31 March 2000
The purpose of this praject is
o develop a voluntary
registry for all individuals
across Canada who are
deafblind. This will invalve a
major initiative to kocate all
redhvicieals preyviausly
identified and those not
previously [dentified with
deafblindness,

The-overall intent of this
wvoluntary registry is to ensure
that all individualz who ara
deafblind in Canada have
Access 18 proper senicss
and programs, including
education, housing,
transportation snd recreation
through Intervention. The
collecton of vital
demographic information on
& select Canadian population
will assist govearnment and
non-government agencies to
plan for and irpbarnant
Bppropriate services across
Canada for this specific
population,

Dbl Review
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The Sense Scotland 1998
Helen Keller Award

‘Heads' by students at Sense West [UK)

The Helen Kaller Award produced a stunning exhibition of
works af art in a variety of media which has been an show
atGlasgow College of Art since the beginning of Movembar
The Princess Royal presentad prizes te the winners at &
prastigous cvic dccasion at Glasgow College of Al

The overall winnerwas a work enfitied ‘Heads by studeants
at Sense West under tha futalage of Mane-Lise Chilcoft
The work was commended for its strong lactile, rellective
and visual gualities.

Deafblind artist Gry Segerblad from Norway
receives her prize from The Princess Royal

erambar 1 00g

A view of the exhibition at Glasgow College of Art



CONFERENCE REPORTS

Canadian Conference on Deafblindness, 1998

Harmuomy
abnendad al the
Dalta
Meadowvale
Conferance
Cenire in
Migslszauga.
Ontario, August
1215, 1588, the
venus for the &
Canadian
Conlersncs,
sponsoTed by the
Ontario Chapte
of ihe Canadion
Dealbiind and
Rubelin
hssociafion

Dwver 200 parficipants from
acraozss Canada. ha Laktad
States and Europa enjoyed a
lour day avent which
harmonised uplifiing plenary
sassons, broad ranging and
informative warkshops,
interasiing poster Sessions,
good fond, contirfiuous
fellowship, nebworking and
fun within the evear present
misical thema. Conferance
Qrganisens wers convinoed
thal the conferenca theme
Let's Celebrate Our
Harmany Together
successfully met ils
expectation.

The conferance cpansd
with professionals playing
fribute to Ihe famiies wha

India's First National Meeting on Deafblindness, 1998

Akhil Paul,
Deyelapmant
Manager for
SEnEe
Intermalinnal
(India) wriles
shait Imdin’s Mgl
nahional mesting
omn

deaiblindness,

30

In"September 1998 mare
than fifty senior peaple from
throughout India came
togethar far India's first avar
national meeting on
dealbiindness,

Organised by Sense
Imtemiational (India) the
purpose of this meeting was
1o bring logether
representalives from MGEOs,
schools, government and
other organisations to
dizcuss the siluation in the
country and consider
possibilities for incressing the
number of deafbiind services
ir the future,

The keynote address was
given by Dr Anthany Bast,
Headiaacher of RMNIB
Condaover Hall School wha
focused on the specific needs
of deafbling poopie and
highlighted the essential
companents that
DroOgQrammes Sening
deafblind peaple should
have, Further presentations

\ s o o8
\ g . 3O

Sheela Sinha with Zamir Dhale and Pradip Sinha, two
deafblind men from the Helen Keller Institute

were ghwen by expers from
Senze [UK), the Instiluut woor
Doven {Matherdands) ang the
HiltonPerkins Program
[USA), The pariicipanis
discussed these Issues in
smaller workshons,
considering the Indian
context and potling togethar
strategies for the future. The

reporis from the workshope
formed ine basis of &
EARoUAINGg A:SCUsSan TRam
wiiich fve key resglutions
VWETE SraD

1 Recognition of
deafblindness
Deafolindness shauld be
I'EGDQ'IEE{]. 85.a umgusa

Dbl Review



CONFERENCE REPORTS

hava been integral parners
in the educaion of deafblind
childran. Families than
thanked and honoured the
professionais who give 8o
much in making life full gnd
renvrarding for the parson in
their famity who 15 deafblind,
This axcillng evening
included the unvedling of a
commissionad arl work ‘Lend
a Hand' by an accompished
artis! Eddie LePage and
inapirational humaour and
mugse fram a talented
performer, Temy Kelly, who =
himsedl visually impaired,
meynote sddresses
imsludad Terry Kelly, once
again with metivation, fun
and music; Jeannette
Lambermaoni, Stratterd
(Ontaria) theatre diractor for
"The Miracle Waorker'; and

Anne Malatchie alias ‘The
Cal’, highlighting the new
(1898} Dr. Seuss baok
Hooray for Diffendoofer
Day'. The linal plenary
session noludged an
imternational panal
digcussing Intervantion
arourd tha World, The panel
consisted of Jenny Fletaher
(Senza, Birmingham, LK),
Knut Johansen [Solveigs
Huz, Andebu, Morway),
Linda Alsop {SK! HI, Utah,
LUEAY and Linda Mamer
ICDERA, Vancouver)
Drganisers arranged for
tours to attend 'The Miracle
Warker', & visit to dowmnicwn
Torants, and a four to the
Miagara Falls along with'a
wine tour and the opportunity
i play golf, Paricipants werne
provided wilh enfartamment

o unwind, meet; mingle and
cannect — in & ward
hanmonize — ollowing the
busy daily sessions, The
canference closed with a
Gala Dinner and Dance on
Saturday. nighi.

Proceedings from the
conferance are available for
$25.00. Coples of the ‘Lend
a Hand’ print are also
available for 520.00.

To purchase either of these
iterns, please conlact:
Ontario Chapter, CDBRA
250 Brant Avenue
Brantford

Ontario

Cenada N3T 3J9

Tel: 519-758-0520
Fax 518-759-1425.

and separale disability and
thiz should be reflected in
ali relevart iegislation and
officsal policy documents

2 ldentification
Tha poputation of
deaftiind children and
adults should ba prapérly
surveyed and all dizability
surveys should include
deafilind people,

3 Training
Recognised iraining
courses for staff who work
with deafbling childran and
aclults should be
aslablishad and thare
needs to'he 8 inorease in
professional devalopmant
opporunitiss for those
Wwhie wark in the daalblind
fiedd,

4 Parents
Pareniz should have tha
right to be included in fhe
planning and dalivary ol
senvices and the creation
of opporunilies for famliles
tomeet and nabwork
should be encouraged.

July = Decambear 1998

5 Partnerships
The development of
parinermships and tha
creation of meiworks for
organisalions and
individuals working wilth
deatbiind childran and
adults shouid be
ancouraged.

The aitendancs of 2o many
directors and senior figures
fram disabillly organisalions
throughout the couniry
ensured that tha meating

was an aexiremely valuable
pccasion. There was a
tremendous atmosphare and
a gendina fealing that paopls
wanl o work together 1o
ensure real progress in
service developments
natiarmaide.

& getailed repor of this
meeting together with a list of
participants, a summary of
the programme and copies of
all the presentalions s
avallable from Sense
Imfemational,

Jessica Hills, Chairman of Sense, inaugurates India's

first family seminar




ROMANIA Ciprian Gimbuta is

Romanian and works for
Sense in the UK. He reports
on the first National
Seminar on Deafblindness
in Romania.

In May 1838 more than
fifty people from throughout
Romania came fogether for
the couniny's first ever
MNatienal Saminar an
Leafolindness. The
participanis came from a
wide variety of backgrounds
and included teachars,
govemment officials,
deafolind people themselves
and representatives from
arganisations for deal peopls
and for blind people. The
sarminar was fhosted by the
University of Cluj-MNapoca
and organizsad by Sensa
International; presentations
ware given by a team of
experenced staff from
Sonsa.

The saminar was
oroansed asa rasult of
supgasiions from g wide
range of people In Romania
whio felt thak it would be an
appropriate way o
sddressing tha need for more
irformaton about
dgeatblindness. During the two
days many izsues of
relevance to the fisld wera
covaered, including:
introduction to deafblindness;
congenital deafblindness;
acquired deafblindness;
senvices for deafblind
childran; services for
deafblind adults;
parinerships; communicetion;
and an intemational
avETVIEw,

In addition to the seminar
the team from Sense visited
three schools for deal
children to give in-house
training and advise on
asgegament techniques
Leciures ware given 1o
Special Education students aj
the University of Cluj-
Mepoca. a regional seminar
was wrganized in the Morth-

| CONFERENCE REPORTS

Eastern city of last and
meaatings were held with ihe
Government's Department of
Speacial Education,

The main purpose of these
evenis was 1o satisiy the
nead for more information
and to bring fogether
Romanian colleagues 1o
consider fulure possibilities
1o offer detaifed training and
support to variaus centres.
Ferhaps the miost
ancouraging aulcome has
been the activities that hava
happened since the seminar
I June a groug of parenis of
deafblind children came
iogether and faunched the
new Romanian Parents
Association and a furiber
Wwaive ﬂT!:;EI'IiE.E‘.--’J."IE nave
proposed folldw-up projacts
wiich are currantly being
discussed In mone defail,
The future is looking
extremely promising and
there are many peaple whio
are now convinced that el
mt be lomg belore sebstantial
services fordeafblind people
slart lo emenge in Romania

4 Ciprian Gimbutu speaking at the first Mational
Seminar on Deafblindness in Romania

¥ At the school for deal children in Sibiu
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XIV Congress on Blindness , Argentina

Silvia de
Altamirano,
Vice-prosident
af the
Argenling
Asgociation of
Parenls ol
People with
Deafblindness
writes aboul
the sucoessiul
ASAERCA
Congress held
im Bahja
Blanca,
Argentina
retwesn
Cciober B
11th, 1908

paticnal meeting of
parents Wwas convensd
by the parenis of
children at the Schaoal for the
Blired (507} when the X1V
Congress on Bindness
arganizad by the Argentine
Professional Association far
tha Education and
Rehabifitation of the Bling
and Yisually Impaired
[ASAERCA) was hald intha
city of Bahja Blanca. The aim
of the meeting was 1o
establish the Assoclation of
Parents of Children with
Visual Disabilites in the
Argenting Republic.
Lots of interested parents,

BE in all, from faraway poinis
of this vast couniry
paricipated, They started the
discussions with the hope of
constituting & parents group
that can fully regresent all
their children’s needs and
agpirabons and improve heir
families’ quality of life. Three
days of hard work lad to a
final agraement to sei up an
Aszaciation and o draw up
the general guidelines that
will barefit disabled children
and their families,

The Association will have
a representative from esch
pravince of Argentina and as
many delegates &3

naecassary. It will maet in tha
city of Bahja Blanca asa
Provizional Commizsion untll
the next ASAERCA Congress
which will taka place in
Buenos Aires in the year
2000, As a mark of iz
suppart for this devalopmeant
ASAERCA has decided o
imvite g parent to takes part In
their meetings

3rd Sense International Professional
'Development Programme

(- The 3rd Sense International Professional Deveiopmient Programme (POF) will take place between 27
| Saptember and 5 Nevember 1898 and applications for participation are currently being accepted
| The PDP confinugs io provide professionals with the opporumity to)

| & increase knowledge and skills ina specialist area relating lo sansory impairment;
| * visitobserve different specialist services throughout the LIK;
| ™ discuss wark and plans with professionals experenced in similar work,

CWN SENiices.

Staff development has been recognised as a vital part in
| ensuring the sustainabie growth of services for dealbling
paaple throughout the world, Hundreds of professionals have
benefited trom the opporunity of participating in infarnatianal
staff devalopment programmes and their senvices offer proof,
Past participants have gona on to develop and improve thais

In the past, we have very much enjoved the possibility of
working with other INGOs and the PDP has proved fo be an
appropriate mechanism to do so. If you feal that any of your
project partnars might benefit from attending the PDP, we
would be delighted to hear from them.

PLEASE MOTE THE DEADLINE FOR RECEIVING
APPLICATIONS 15 31 MARCH 1998.

For further information please contact: Professional
Development Pregramme, Sense International, 11-13
Clifton Terroce, Finsbury Park, London N4 35R, United
Kingdom; telephone: +44 171 272 7774 or 281 4373;
fax: +44 171 272 6012 or email; sifsense.org.uk

1997 PDP participants [back) Dalia
Tauriene from Lithuania, Daniel Holzinger
from Austria, Don Waipe from Papua New
Guinea; (front) Yimal Thawani and Meeana
Nikam from India, and Sr. Justina
Oblajunwa from Migeria

July — December 19598

# produce a project related o thair work at homa with the support of spacialists in the UK.

\




LEITTERS TO THE'EDITOR

Valery Chulkov - A
Reminiscence

Like others, | was sadaened to read
of the passing. at such a young

age, of Valery Chulkow from Russia.

Whike at firsl | noted thal he passed
away on my-Dirthday, his smiling
phots brought a memory back ta
mie which | will alweys remember
ard which | wish to.share.

It was & strange day for me, over
four years apa, at
ihe railway stalion
i Warsaw, Poland.
| ' wag armving from
Canada en roule to
Bydgoszez, location
of the IAEDE
Executve Mesting
and Eymposium. | had spant the
nighi on & train, first from Hanover fo
Berliry, then on the Palizh Rallway
from Berin o Warsaw. | was one of
a handiul of passengers and | was
fealing quite alone in & very strange
land. | arrived at the cavemous
Warsaw Central Station where |
babevad | was o meal a group Tora
bus inp o Bydgoszcz, But there was
N group; no bus; no Englizh; only
tear and loneliness in a sfrange cityl
The words o the signs meant

nathing. Remembering a mama. |
waitad in the Informaticn Area for
{he schaduled time lor the bus
conrection, but no one else was
around.

"Did they get the message?™, |
wondarad, “Was | at the right
location? "Was there g fime
differance | was not aware of?" |
must have looked conspicuous,
becausa just minutes befora the
scheduled ime, & man approached
mie, and in broken English said “'m
Valery Chulkov, are you waiting for
a buz (o a deafolind meeting) ™ My
Feard staded 1o beat again, and
wiila | don't rermemiber iy axact
words, they were along the lines of
“Thanks for noticing e, ['m
savad? What relief, thanks (o
Valery, | stayad close to him and
his interpreter for several minutes
until & lady from the bus
approachad us, She knew Valery
would be there bt was unaware |
was ta be collecled oo,

20 Valery saved the day back on
April 12, 1994, Thank you Valary
and thank you for your wonderiul
contrioution to the lives of
individualz who are deafolind in
Ioscow.

Stan Munroa, COBRA

The World
Federation of the
Deafblind

The Helen Kaller Workd Conferanca
on Deafblindness held in Calomibia
i 1997, was an historizal avent for
us deafblind people. During the last
day the participants decided 1o
establish The World Federation of
thea Dealblind (WFDS)

I'think thai an intemational
dealblind organization of our cwn
will givee us several advantages in
our work o make our situation
beiier. Deaiblindness is & unigue
disability, with special problams that
need special solutions. In WFDE
we will get our own profile and it will
be easier for us 10 reach cut with

puUr massage.

In Paipa in Colombla &
commitize was elecied, given the
lask to slarl work and 1o prapare far
the firat general assembly. | was
trusied with the chairmanship. The
cther committes members are;
Roderck MacDonald, (Hawait)
Vice-Chairman, Jane Enksen
(Sweden) Treasurer, Yolanda de
Rodriguez (Colombia), rene
MehMinn (Augiralia), Andre van
Deventer (South Afnica), and Lex
Grandia, aditor of The Intarmational
Mewsletter for the Deafblind. The
alm was 1o choose a committes
with knowiedge of intemational
work and good contacts with all
parts of the waorkd.

The WFDB commilttese wishes lo
reach as many new member

Dear Edifor

| iwrite fo nform Your readers of gur
service — Servizio di Consulanza
Pedagogica.

Established in 1572 for Halian
speaking people around tha warld,
we wirk with families and parenis
of deaf, blind, dealblind, Down's
Syndrome and Autistic childrern, We
offer corraspondance coursas,
SUMMET Programmes and week
end rasidentials an areas ralating to
these disabilities. Qur Servce is
frae for parents.

Crur publications include a
guarlarly newslallar of pareni's
exchanges and letters called
MNotizie (Maws) and a yearly
Gibliography in Halian on hearing,
sight and speach delects,
Bibliograiia faliana sw Disturbi
Deil'Udito Deia Vista e dal
Linguaggio {19982 151 Valume).

dr C. Salvatore Lagati
Responsable of the Service
Servizio di Consulenza
Pedagogica

Via Drusoc 7

P.Q. Box 601

38100 Trenlo

Haly

Telephonefax: +39 461 82-56-93

countries as possibke, Would all
arganisations that have not already
confacted us, please da 50 a5 000
as possible! The address is found
below,

Stig Ohlson
Chairman WFDB
clo FSDB

5-122 BB Enskede
Sweden

Fax +46-8-655 50 42
E-mail: widb @ fruki.org



Dbl MEMBERSHIP

The Secretariat of Deafblind International is If you have not recelved the Questionnaire by 1
currently updating Dbl's membership records. A February 1989 or have any queries relating to
Contacts Questionnaire has been sent to all known  Membership then please contact Tamar Underhill,
members and associates of Dbl to ensure Assistant Secretary, Dbl, 11-13 Clifton Terrace,
appropriate and accurate information is held by the  Finsbury Park, London N4 3SR or email:
Secretariat. If your Questionnaire is not recelved by  dbl@sense.org.uk,

1 March 1999 yvou will not be entitled to receive Db/

Review and other relating information.
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Membership

There are wo categories of Dbl membership: voulng and oon-virlng

I

i

I

| % ating members consist of corporate bodies and internatiaonal retworks,
| Corporate members are requasted 1o subscribe an annual amount of

| betwean LISS300 and §5,000, Corporates have the opportunity 1o sit on
| Dbl's Council and vote at the General Assembly. For further

| Information and an application form for either Corporate or Network
| membership please contact the Dbl Secretariat.

I

I

I

i

|

Deafblind International,
formerly known as the
International Associalion
for the Education of
Deatblind People, was
founded over 30 years ago | wish to receive Dbl Reviewin  English Spanish
to promaote the education
of deafblind children and
young adults throughout
the world.

sori-voding members consist of individuals, national networks and non-
subscribing corporates. Mon-voting members can contribute 1o the
decision making process of Dbl through either a corporate member or an
Intarnational network. Mon-voting members will raceive a copy of Dbl
Review and other relevant Dbl information. MNon-voting membership is
free, but an annual donation of US$30 is requesied to cover costs,

| woauld like ta raceive ObI Baview on disc

| wigh to becoma a non-voling member of Dbl. Pleasa find enclosed
mYy denalion of LEE30

debit my Access Visa Amarican Express Mastercard
The Association originally
brought together
professionals working
with congenitally
deafblind people. In

Expiry Date

Plezes note that credit casd paymen|s am made o Sense who then cradits Dl

Please raturm this to Deatblind Infernational, cfo Sense. 11-13 Clifton
Terrace, Finsbury Park, London M4 38R, UK,

recent years it has begun Tilo (rbdrsDrosa) _ Sumema
to work with Firid riars
adventitiously deaftlind Himnoamon.__
people. Professionals, P
researchers, families, : |
deatblind people and | TosniLily CountySiste '
administrators are now Fire oI cade Cauntry
invalved, el - —  Fa o
Email
Signaiuma
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