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Editorial

Waleeme jo the second issue of Deaf-
Blind Education, With your help, we

hope ta produce this journal every six
r-rmnlius and send copies o all parts of

As wea biscone mors ailoblished, |
hope et you il fnd Deok lnd
e dnnl it own dislinetive
s-hrie "-"-’n viih geck-bind children
:uﬂu-.rr?;.r, and man
vary 50 l;ﬁ-d In the schoals
mpumh acroas the warkd. The journal
hould become ane source of suppart,
of infarmation, i and inspiration, ¢
1% |n1;u;|rh;l'1! [ur all af us b realise that
we are not-alens, ond thot our wark is

apprecialed.

| hope also that DeafBlind
Education will not become foo
acodemic or lechnical, Whe dees the
real work with owr children? it is simgle
— {maschers, carers, parents, sociol
workers — nat university professors. So
we with fo iry 1o keep the poges simgle
and fectual,

Wa walcoma contribitions from
peaple fram arry country. These
confributions can cover arny of the

ing:
@ Country Reports — What is the
general situcdion for deaf-blind children

and young people in your couming?
mory schoals ge units are thare,

and whare are thay? What rends can
;:u&nﬂdmﬂn:rpmg?ﬁuf:nadm
peanmdannpuga | 5 a5 on

'l Scimnl."l.lﬂrl hﬂp-crl'l What is your
eibiblishment Fke? What do vou do
there? Are there any new
davelopments? Lencthe Ewwl s article on
pope 16 is an exomgle of fis. Mease
mu:] SOmE phuln:u. [alal
@ ‘Practice’ Artices — Ara there any
special aclivities ar programemes that
you are doing? How do your ossess
wigion? Are yeu using o special
communication syshem? Loak ot Helen
lolley's aricle on poge 13,
L I'I'J'qlu-nnr:.r Articles — Some popers

have o wider tgnificance, aullini

uppmu:E Tom Vissar's arfich on
puga 4 iy an exompbe hera

‘“We alsa welcome any amadl news

ilems, Tha mome we con fell eoch ather,
the more we can help each other ho

Cne lost point . , _ it would be too

easy for us always ho il the pz?eg wilh
reporis Fram countries whae

hcwu ‘got it right’t Pleass do not thin

wr service is koo small 16 wrike ﬁl:rn»ul
f you are working with one
child, miles away frem ony special
servicas, then we wan ko hear fram you
pust 03 mul:h u: if you are sitting in o

FIRD8 Py D
'umuwﬂhhmmgrm,m
Poul Ennals

Chairman’s Report

I am pleased to report that the
axecotive of the TAEDB have beon
octive since Poitiers, Through their
activities we are making the IAEDB
a more effective voice to develop
programmes and sarvices for the
deafl-blind. The Executive
Committes met April & to 10 at the
Imperial College in London in
eomjunetion with the European
Planning Commities, Each of the
comimittes meatings was very
productive and each of the JAEDYE
aub-committess established a time
line for feture getion leading up to
the mext conferemnce, For those
IAEDE members who are not
familiar with the crganization's
financial operations it should be
pototed sut that all members of the
execubive sttend such mestings Bt
their own expense. The strengih
and importanee of the executive was
clearly illustrated by the fact that
executive members from ten
countries and thres continents
attended the spring mesting.

The Constitution Committesa
under the chairmanship of Bryndis
Viglundsddttir led the executive
through several brainstorming
eessione designed to sonsider the
abjectives of the TAEDE and the
process for the selection of the
Executive Committee members. The
committess have planned & tims
lime which includes the publication
of the first draft of the new
cpnstitution in the Febroary 1530
neweletler. The committes has alao
miade careful plans to consult the
general membership about various
aspcts of the new constitalion prior
to this date,

The 19481 Planning Commities
under the chairman of Sonin Jard
provided the executive with
viluahle information and insights
into the upenniing 159681 conference.
The commitbes pointed out that
inexpensive ascommodation would
be availoble, Such necommadation
wiolld cost spproximataly 360
Swedish crowns (£35°860) per week
and meals would cost aboul 75
Ewedish crowns per-day. Thoughtfial
constdernbion wiss being given to the
establishment of the conforence foe
go that it would reflect the realities
of the cost of halding the conference
and yet not be g0 high as to mhibit
attendance by individuals,

Thae executive spend conziderable
time in discussing the quastion of
interpretation from the official
language af the conference (Engliah)
to other languages. As the costs for
interpretation add significantly to
the cost of holding the conference

wie wonld appreciate any input that
the general memborship may wish
to mgke on this topic, If you have
any comments abiut the need for
transletion into lenguages other
than English please write to Sonia |
o' Borien nnd the secretary-
treasurer will see that your
commenls are forwarded to her {or
consideration.

Mike Colling provided leadership
when the executive epnsiderad tha
IAEDE's international rols,
particularly ag it pertained to
assisting in the development of
pervices in countries with no or
emerging services for the deaf-hlind.
It was pointed out that o number of
agencies arve already involved, as
are individuals within the JAEDB.
Unfortunately, often there was a
lack of commumiestion ameng thoss
providing suppart for such
countries. Mike has apreed to head
up & committos which will make
recomnmendations to the execulive
at the September meating as to how
TAEDB can be more effective in this
Area,

Az port of JAEDE's International
Action’, Rodney Clark our secretary-
treasurer s altempiing we escabliah
& directory of contact persons in
each of the countries throughout the
wiorld, He will be writing to variogs
miembers of our orgenization asking
them if thay can supply the nemes
of contact persons in specific
countries, If Rodooy writes to you
plerse take the time to identify a
contact person and send the
information to him.

Riiney s providing excellent
lesadership in this whole srea of
internationel service. He will ba
meeting with representatives of
various internatienal and national
organizations to co-ordinats
IAEDE's efforts and to provida
direction for the utilisation of
IAEDB® resources through placing
individual IAEDB members in
contact with sther orgenmations,

The exscutive felt thot the
IAFDE membership conatitutes a
valuable pool of knowledge and
talents which should be mada
availabbe toother organizations and
countries whao are developing or
providing services for the deaf-blind.

I am sure bath Rodney and Mike
would be very happy to receive your
comments about IAEDB S role in the
international arena, [ am sure they
would nleo be interestod in
beginning & list of individuals who
wnalid b prepaved bo assist in the
development or implementation of
programmes for the deaf-blind in



Members of the commitiee: John
Mecinnes, Keith Watkins, Jocques
Sauriau, Bernadete Kappen,
Rodney Clark ond Bryndis
Viglundsdéttir. The Constitution
Committee met in Londaon lost April
B-10. All were present except Keith
Watkins,

The first formal meeling was on
Friday. During the discussion the
fact that the shruchure and certainly
'Ihht'!::-izfdaF nug‘?@imlinn hies =
changed mar was recognised;
the constitution of IAEDE sheuld,
like any other constitution be o
guide regarding major issues the
associotion is concerned with
wherags the changeable fodors
should be stated in the bye-laws,

Hu;n'ng :i:cusud idaos b
regarding the constifution ot
the commitee identified several
bopics that should be oddressed in
the constituficn. Oinly two topics
ware, however, chosen fo
discussad by the full executive the
following day. These wers:

1. The obiadts of the |AEDE, and
2, Electing the members of the

axecufive.
The group was divided info three
smaller groups all of which
discussed these lopics at length, The

@ The IAEDB Constitution Committee

Bryndis Viglundsdattir

members were asked o discuss and
ﬂnmpmv-'ilh recmnmu?'n:luliuns. as
fo e purposes of LAEDB
should be, what it should and
should not, must and must not be
imvalved with and whot the rele of
the Executive Commitee should be
now and how to elect it. At the end
of the discussion the following ideas
ware presented:
Obiechives
IAEDE should:
® make known the variety and
diversity of programmes throughout
2 .

® promate inferoction between all

Chairman’s Report [continued)

sther counteies.

The IAEDB Executive was
aaddened ta learn of the resignation
of Jes Kryger as the Director of
MUD Contre in Denmark. He has
provided valuahle leadership in the
Mordic countries and
internationally, Hizs presence in the
area of services to the deal-blind
will ba sorely missed and while we
wish him well for the future we
hope that ke will continue to take
an active intarest in the [AEDB and
the wellfare of the denl-blind.

We are pleasad to welcome
Marjaana Sueaalmi from Finland as
the new Dhrector and look forwanrd
tn the continuing international
invalvement and eooperation of
NUD

The firet igsue of Deaf-Biind
Eduraiion had renched the
membsership of the executive prior
to the Executive Masting. All
mambers of the executive wore

unanimons in thetr prajse of the
guility and the format of the
magazine. Paul Ennals and his ataff
have done an excellent job in their
production of this first issue. When
Paul met with the Executive
Cammities, he suggested several
greas in which he folt emall
umprovements could be made prior
to the second issne. The content,
philosophy, layout and purpose of
thie magazing were discussed at
length. The Executive as a whole
felt that Paul and his gtalT had done
an excellent job of translating
previous discusaions inte realiiy. 1
arm sure I zpesk for all members of
the JAEDB when 1 say well done.
‘We ook forward to future edittons
with high expoctations,

A a final note I would like to
wizh all membars of the [AETE,
Gmily ond friends, SEASONS
GREETINGS and a HAPPY ANI
FROSPEROLIS NEW YEAR,

John Mcinnes

FEAL 2B-AN[
LOUoID ] DUigosg

professionals and families;
® gother and disseminate
infarmation on research, staff

development/training ond

programme methods;

@ promote the rights of the deaf-
blind in the community;

® promole basic reseorch in the
fokd of deciblindness.

The Executive Committee:

® guidelines regarding the role and
responsibility of the Executive
Committes members should be
developed;

® before the Warld Conference
elections should be held country by
country from the group of all poid
members;

® each couniry will decide on how
the efections will lake place;

® eloctions might be conducted
through the mail system, votes be
sent to the secretariat, counted and
decision announced.

Much mare fime is in foct
neaded for discussions and the nest
farmal meeting of the Canstitution
Caormmithes w'i.ﬁl::e this Autumn in

En-‘,ilcu'ld.
he tollowing schedule for the
remaining work on raviewing the
Constitution was presented;

IH? Such begi h

April: innings os have
now been reported,

1989 4

August: A meeting during the
Eu nCa e in the UK.

1

February: & draft of the
Constitution will be printed in Deaf-
Blind Education again for the
purpase of solicting advice from all
the members interested.

April or Autumn: commities
meeting in keland,
Februany: T
Fi : The new Constifulion
prinhdmﬂﬁﬂnr Education.

Auvgusf: The chairman of the
IAEDE presents the Consfitufion for
rafification ot the World
Cunhfaranca.

The co-operation on the project
has so F?;';T Em!!lﬂm:r and most
enjoyab | am i
forward fo sharing more :E::ugh'rs
with you.
Bryndis Viglundsdéttir 3
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Educational Programming for
Deaf-Blind Children
— Some important topics

I want to present our view of deafs
blind education as= it has baen
developed within the [vaf-Blind
Unit celled ‘Rafael’ of the Institute
voor Doven at Sint-Michielsgeatel
over the past 25 vears under the
puidance of Dir Jan van Dijk
Therefore this is mainly a synthesia
of o number of recent publications
from our department,

When discussing the
devalopment of programmes for
deaf-blind childreen, first of all it is
very important to distinguish
betwaen:

— the congenitally denf-blind
child ¢tnormally Bubsella childreny;

— the child, or young adolescent
with eequired deaf-blindness (0.5,
the Usher Syndrome children),

A recent evaluation of “The
Intervenor Programmre’ of Wilson
and (lark seems o confirm that
bath types of children regquire a
completely different approgch, 1
would like first to discuss a number
of important sepects of the
development of programmes for
congenitally deaf-blind children,
and subsequently explore the
peogrammes for childven with
sequired deaf-blindness,

The congenitally deaf-blind
child

At the basiz of the programmea for
thiz type af child lies the acceptancs
of ¥an Dijk's deprivation theory.
Hia study of 1982 chows that within
tha populetion of Bubells children,
being born with o bi-laleral cataract
appears to be an important
presictor for the development of
sterestvped forms of behaviour such
ns ‘mwving hand bafore the ey’
‘sterentypod light gazing’ and
‘repetitive rocking', Besides this, the
development of the stereotyped
behaviour ‘moving hand hefore the
v’ seems to occur mainly within
the group of low-birthweight
children. The conclugion of van
Ditk’s study ts that children whao,
firorn bivth onwards; do not possess
full ure of their distance-senses,
develop sterestyped behavipur
patterns to compensate for the lack
of this sensery (mainly visual)
deprivation. In this way the child
attempts to keep his damaged
organism in balance with his

At the International Conference in
Poitiers in 1987 Ton Visser
presented this paper. Ton has
been the Principal for many yeors
of the Rofoel Pavilion, the school
for deal-blind children at Sint
Michielsgestel in Holland. The
school has been seen as o pioneer
of new educational ideas of deaf-
blind children and receives visitors

from all over the world. T:d!‘?:s
lectured in couniries
:um hwm

in supporting the
of services to deaf-
blind children acrass Europe. Now
he is planning for the building of o
new built deof-blind
school within the grounds of Sint
Michielsgestel,

environmaent, Thia balanee between
the child and his environment k2
wvery delicate. Anyone who knows
theee children is aware of the fact
that even the slightest change in
their envirFonment can very easily
excibe and over-prouse these
children. This leads to headbanging,
biting their vwn fingers and arms
Eba.

We ran distinguish between twn
main guestions in the education of
these children.,

The firset i8: How can [ encouroge
the ehild fo ahow interest n the
el putaidle his o bodyF In
othar words, how can [ encourage
the child to start paying stlention to
the world around him, so that he
may learn from it and his cognitive
development will start?

When choosing the activities that
wi will do with the child to
ericourage an increase in attention
i the ootside world, we need to
atart from the specific, stereotyped
hohaviours that the child displays,
Caraful ohservation may be needed
to select this fivst actiwity.

Tha seeond gueation ia; How can
toe, (R oty octivities with fhe
cheldren, by to estafliah coriem
patterns bath in the seperale
aetivibies (e g, certnin moremend
games o the lapland i the arder of
the difforeni oofivities. Thia ia to

give the child & chones to form
certain ideas of the ways in which
the different netivilies ara built up.
This makes them recognizable and
predictable to the child. Importent
in this whole process is that the
child always takes up a central
position and that the adult keeps
reacting to the child, and keeps
oroering the activities of the child,

These two approachos — reacting
o the ehild and ordering the
activitios — form the basia for the
growth of attschment snd the
cevelopment of commurnication in
the deaf-blind child,

The development of
attachment behaviour

In liternture on the subject of the
development of attachment
behaviour a distinction is made
between children whic are ‘securely
bonded” and children whe are not,

Charscteristically, edueators of
socurely bonded childrén are able to
react genaitively and responsively bo
the signals of thelr ehild. Thay are
able to respond quickly and
adecquately to the behaviour of their
child. Becamnse of this the child
developa the very important feeling
of maetery and compatence. He
develops the senso that be is able to
influence his environment through
hie signals. This again makes his
social environment neeessible and
prodictable and the child will feel
increasingly stimulated Lo use this
acLively,

This proceas continually reguires
the parents to interpret and react
ndegiately to the, initially, very
undifferentiated behaviour of the
child. Also in the education of nosn-
handicapped children this iz a
learning process; child and educator
have bo get used to-ench other,
Frepdman stresses particalarly that
learning how to “read’ oach athers
fncial expressions appears to play
an important rele in this process.

In her heautiful studies, Fratherg
deseribed which problemme poour in
the education of blind children in
thils respect. Because particularly
the facial expression of the blind
child is rather undifferentiated,
educators were oftan found to have
problems in rending the sigmals of
their child correctly. For instanee:



whether the educator is réecognized
by the child, which objects the child
profors, ele, Even when & blind baby
reacts to the mother's voler with a
smile, thia reaction of the child
generally s no cause for social
interaction such as reaching out
wiith the hands in order to be pickaed
up. In her publications, Fratberg
paiya A Jot of attention to the
‘roeading of the hands®
of blind children. By
inbopsive slady of the
elightest moverments
of the hands of the
hlind child, ahe conld
interpred the
I'I'I'II'II'IIITI."G -'I.I'Id.
intentions of the blind
child. For example,
ghe found that
holding one toy o
little longer than
another is an
indication of
preference for the one
oy, In *visual’
hehaviour, wanting to
have something
almost giways
involves fixing the
aves on the nhpect of
degire. Fraiberg
stresses the
importance of making
educators of blind children sware of
this, becass atherwise they will not
notice the gignals of their blind
child, or iInterpret them wrongly.

Mow hack 1o the deaf-llind child
The behaviour of the young deat-
Blind child often 8 a0 deviant,
r'an_;p:'-|1si1.ri1:|.' s0 low pnd coare so
demanding, that the guestion
arises: Hode can we, degpite these
negaiive factors, skl establish o
aecire contacrl hefieen the
congeniinlly dealblind ehdld end
fis edncatoral

For this, it 1= essential frst of all
that the iden is formaed n the desal
hilind eliifd that his educators ore
alse herngs' aften the child is Qally
ahaorbed in his own physicality and
has mow Lo realizse that others are
morn than his extended arm.

We need the child to form ideas,
reprisentations, of the interactions
which m cortain adult will start with
the child. Az already indicated,
these interactions will mostly have
to be bassd on the siereotyped
hehawvionr tht ig dhown, The
wduecator will, as it ware, join n the
grme with, for example, the light.

These rociprocal games shouild
always be played by one and the
gams persan, in the same place and
gt the same time. This will enable
the child to react effectively toa
coming avent, when he is in the
same situation again. Thesa
echemes of evenks, in which the

educator playe o clear rolo, ara the
baiae moduies of representation. By
atructuring thoes routines one
ballds up a choin of expectancies
iWvgotsky, 18832,

To support the memory of the
child for this, it 1= important ta
profile the educator as much as
pisathle; In order 1o establish this,
the edueator whno wanls to atarl o

certaam aotivity with a child,
gnnounces imself by giving o
certain signal, This signal ean be a
cerTtain motorie petivity which he or
ahe does together with the child; for
instanes letbing the child make a
few somersiunlte if that is what he
likes. It can also be that & certain
charscieristic fenture of the
educator is pointed out to the child,

-for example a bong ear-ring, a silk
shawl — which are abways worn by
this particular adult, when engaged
in an acbivaty with the child, and
which is frequently pointed out b
the child. Theze ohjecie of reference
proved to be very important for the
children in our department. in
eskablishing person-permanence,
When leaving, the ohject which
represents the adult i= put away
topothor with the chiid,

If development of sttaghment
behaviour tn the education of & deaf-
biind child is to be successful, it is
easential that when the deaf-blind
child transmits signals, theas
signales are also recoived and
respanded to by the person wha, it is
hoped, will be accepled by the child
as the attached person. In the
theory of bonding, e responsivity
of the educator is considered to be
exzential. In the education of deaf-
Blind children, development of
responsivity is only possible whan
anaugh hours enn be spent with the
child individually and undisturbed.

W hovn to hienre in mind that the
signals to which the educator shouald
respend often are o hard to read, 2o
gubitle, that only someosne who
knows the child really well will
manags ba give the child the feeling
that he iz being understood. By this
fecling of being understood, the
child will increasingly enjoy the
activities and hopefully increasingly
aiiach to the peraon
who gives him this
fepling.

[ shonald emphasize
that responsivity does
ned mean that the
educator should
immediately respond
tor every need of the
child. O the
contrary. But the
educabor should Tol
the ehild Enow: *1
understand what you
mesn', and hi o1 ghe
ahould also let the
child know right
away and clearly
whether or not,
whntever the child
seks for, can be done,
1T thee edwcalora
indiscTiminataly
comply with every
requist the child
makes, this can easily lead to
learmed helplesaness in the child.
The child ie not taught how to
cuniral his needs and how to handle
his environmeent and will
consequently feel helpless and
depressed. TE i our sxpérience that
without supporting them
adeguately, attachment behaviour
in the deal- blind child will havdly
ever develop, In n recent
publication, Behneider- Rosen pointe
out how much thie also goes for
other complicated edueational
attueatione,

Communication Development
From the description of the
development of attachment
behaviour it has already become
clear how much the development of
attochment behaviowr and
communication development are
related. We need Lo ensuse that the
primary feeds of the child (eating,
drinking, washing ete) and the
primary interests of the child (hght-
gaving, hand-waving ete) are mat
within o reguler and predictable
programme. This makes it easier for
the ehilel o form an idea, or
representation, of the activities. The
more that these activities have the
child's intetest, and the more they
pocur at predictable times, the
faeter will be this process of forming
images: and the seoner will the child
develop antivipatory behmviour and 5

ges1 2ag-Anr
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sismrminication.
From these netivities we can
expect the child to develop the
desirg to indieate things; te make
clear what the child expected or
wanted to happen. This process cin
be intensilied by changing a
famtliar chain of activities or
evenis, for inatance by leaving
pomething out, In such & caze the
child will react with a
certain astonishment,

reaets b the child and the ebudld 1o
the mdult again, ete.

4 last aspoct of eormmunication
divelopment in déaf-biind children
thet [ want to discuss is the choice
of the commuonication code or codes
Cortiainly inltially, mony deaf-biind
children show & spvers retardation
in thetr motor development,
Consoguenily it iz abvioos Lhat

il poasible (o diseoss here the
miany good ohaervation methods
avmilable which tan support andd
supplement the daily oheervation:
which nre made by pavenis,
sdurators and othors, Northee 15 0
pisztble Lo go furthor mio thie many
possibilities olfeved by applieation of
the single-zubject design in order o
{imd oot which agpreach wonld best
b seitdre] for o ehild,
andfar to find ol

gince what the child
expects o happen
does not happon. This
astorishmeant will
often he expressed in
inereased restlossneoss
in movements and
mobility of the child
We zee o s0- called
orienting reaction.
We hope that in this
s tuation the child
will fize] that
something is noedod
io ‘balanes the
situation’ and will try
io indicate this bo the
pdult one way or the
othor, A
comemunicstive
mktitude hes
developed; the child
will become active on
the hiszis of his nead to make
something clear to the sther person.
Tt will be élear that in this stage of
developmenl everyihing depende on
the ablity of the adolt to ‘receive’
and interpret correctly the signals
given by the child, which certainly
are still very vague, When, from the
point af view from the child, this
starting of communicative
behaviour iz immedintely followead
by the reward of being understood,
we may expect thot, for the child,
the relation between | do this' and
‘I can get that dene with it is most
clear. In the same =y wit may
a=sume, that in ndicating what he
wants to be done or wants to have,
the child will in this wey become
maore ackive, The child will feel
increasingly compelent in this
Basically we see the principla of
operant conditioning at work bere
and not those of & strict Stimulas-
Responae model, in which the
children can easily remain very
pagsivie. For an 5-R modef alweys
requires a certain behavicur of the
adult (8} in order to evake o
response (R} in the child. In the
further process of communication
development, the principles of
operant conditioning will gredually
be excepded and the whole approach
will more and mare get the
characteristics of 1he conversational
meinde], im which woe see comtinuoia
reciprocal interactions, The adult

whither ar pok a
particuler approach
has bean successfiil
Wi will certainly
pommi ok bo this,
sinee Lhis dingnostic
and evaluative
inatrument haes again
ghown Its value in
twn resaarch projecls
that heve been
carried ool in our
dupartment

The child and
young adult with
acquired deaf-
blindness

I group of children
and young adulte
| owith ncguined deaf-

these clumesy children leove big
probilemms wikth pommunlention codes
whith require wall diveloped
mntoric akills. This is a8 very
importont point, beeause opling For
i eopmemiiniestion systam for bhese
childeen, which requives Lo many
non-existent motoric sliils will
frustrate these children, incroaso
thoir fesr of failing, ineresse their
etereoiyped behaviour and, most of
all, often make these children very
PREEvE

Alap the answer to the qoestion,
Which camimunication coda?l” or
sombinoiion ol eemmunication codes
is mast aited for a parthoular child
will have to e read’ from the child,
50 to spedle. A toacher-directed
miodel, & medel in which the teachor
selects ono communication cade far
all ehildren, can only fmil.

The use of observation
methods

I the discussion on the
dovelopment of atiachment
behunviour and Lhe eespmoaniedbon
development in congandtally deaf
Blind ehildren, | emphasized the
neéed to ba able to ‘road” fram the
child whieh approach he needs. The
husie for all decisions one mnkes
regarding the programmie fir &
specifie child Heg in good
phaervations of tha hehaviowr and
the way of learning of the child, 11 s

biindaness 1s r.|:|.|n|_'.-

made wp of desf childven aod dent
viung sdiolts whoin thiir
adolesconce hove dlzo beeoma
viguplly bmpaired, or even totally
blind. Many of thom sauffer from
akher Syndmme

In mamy wivys thele programmes
differ from those for tha
congenitelly deal~blingd child & firsd
requiremeont for the programme i@
that it ghoold b carmed oot in sn
amvironmient that ia able to guide
and support thaso children
adeguately {rether than frostrala
theml, The core af the programms
and poidance should give the child,
i i opinden, an insight inte hia
own handicaps anc teach how Lo
reflect on them, With good
puporvision and puidence miny
prove eapable of doing this, Giving
thern this inaght and ability to
raflect appears Lo ke possille firom
thi mpe of 12 vears onwards, In this
rappect it con be very important io
gtart early with the mobality
prigramme, Beaides teaching the
ohild the =kille bewill need to
function a8 o visually impaceed o
prsgibly eben n5a8 blind parsomn,
starting the mobility trnining offers
jpood pppovtunities to sdart tniking
with the child shout many thiogs
thmt have besome or will become
immportnnt for him. This prevints
thio ghild from hoving ail sorts of
negative experiences for which he
canneit find an axplanniion himasdli



such ns falling over objecis that
wera left on the floor, bomping into
abijeets that are wide or stick out
without reason. The child may
apaily start to think of himself as
stupid and clumsy and become
discouraged and dependent

Earlier siudies by Hallgren,
Cnken and Pemicky show thst
about 25% of the alder deal persone
with Usher Syndrame
have serious
pavehiatric problems
The guestion that
arises here is whethar
this is a medical
problem; should these
problems be gapn fe
purrl af the Tlaber
Syndrome or B peycho-
gncial proflem: have
these persons
developed all kinds of
defence mechanisms
in protoct thomsselvos
fiem a recurrent
foeling of dependence,

helplessness and depression? A
recent survey of the ‘American BP
Foundation Fighting Blindness’
shows that T2% of the queastiened
voung adults with Eetinal
Depeneration, (of whom 'only” 18%

ore alse hearing- impEired F indscate

that their Reting] Degeneration
aerpasly allects thelr aocial 1ife in
many wove. Exactly the sume

number indicate that they would
ik b receive support aod
counselling from somesne who
knws aboul their specific problems.
A point of special atiention is the
vocational choice of these children,
This sbudy slaa shows: that one
should be vory careful not to exclude
thia group of peeple from certain
professions or voeentions beforehand.
Inexpert advice in
this matter will limdt

the possibilitios of
peaple with acquired
deal-hlindness even
maore than they
already are.

A Vissor
Principal of the
deaf-blind schonl
Institut voor
Doven
Theerestraat 42
S527T1GD Simt-

M Michiclageste]

Sense — The UK Deaf-Blind
ond Rubella Associotion —
held thair AnnuuLWﬂimﬂTh d
Aowray in Seplember. This
exfroordinary occosion sees
over 500 people comi
Fur a week of

5, discussions, exdhibitions
and sacial activities. Included
in the group were 19 deaf-
iy S

s for us
HﬁsSiC&E\ (Hearing o
Sight Impaired
Communication Systemal,
whera com torminals
enable braille users 1o link
through the to
ather usars, o
infarmation bases,

The Weekend Away
S e

oorers, soeial
workers ond children. By
halding all the activities
togathar, the weekend
u"n:lirim the |rnp:|mn:a of
all grou pating in
the -dumhum.:d care of the
deaf-blind child,

This year Sense wehcomed
guests from Jopan, DDR,
West Germany, Holland,
France, icelond, Sweden and
Finland,

gEsL dag-Anr
LASYEODNET oLy - 10T
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Sculling for

Deaf-Blind
Students

The Bildungszentrum for Deaf-
blind in Hanover-Kirchrode
was built in 1972 as an
independent private facility for
deaf-blind children and adults.
In 1983 the school department
was extended. There are now
91 students, boys and girls,
between the ages of five and
21 years. The children are
educated in gmur of four or
five, each group has a teacher
and four or five care staff.

Students from the
Bildungszentrum enjoy sculling;
that is rowing in o light, fast
sport boat, Anke Grauel
explains the benefits of this
achivity.

Our students [oined the Hildesheim
Sculling club in 1984, They toke part in
the clu I's u:l-.n-irli::-:dm'-d scu"h[rnwlb -
e Mithianel e, They use skaneldrd
b anvgl four st seulls (boats) with, in
addibian, 8 coxsenin whe shears the
beit. Citheer studants from loco! hig]"-
scheals {ymnosial frain kor this
frogificnal sport of the some Hime

Tha climos of our sculling octivifies
were hwo speciol excursicns lo tha
Starnberg Loke in 1987 and this year o
the Edar Loka,

You will want b knaw haw deal-

blind students can do this activity which
demands high motor skills? First bet us
lock of the kandicaps of the sudents.
Thirteen deaf-blind pupils toke part. OF
these, threa are tofolly deal-blind, one
is Blind-hard of haaring and nire have
poor hearing and sight. Bight ware
domaged by cangeninl rubelia and
have cihar dischilifies — such o3
mokaric refordation, One has Usher
Syndroma. Mavarthaless ol belong fo
:h-le_l mora able group of students in our
i

Why choose when there
are many other suilable sporfing
activities availoble?

it would oppear & have the
following things agaimst it:
& premonng e Dooks tokes a lof of
firme
® cleaning and mainkaining the boat
|:|F'I-|T-I" sculling teke fime and effart
@ the equipment is &x ive [a
acullin;inur, Fully aquﬁd, ceaahy
D20 — 25 000 (mers than £6,300)
® there has to ba apen waler naarby
@ it is o seqsenel adtivity ond nesds

good weathar

Bt we seull becausa:

@ it is very flexible. You con do it
individually os wall as in grougs of
bahwean 2 and B sousars

® it can be anj by shudarits with
diffarent lovals-of prrformance’
ochigyement

@ you con carry on daing it up fo on
advanced ogé _

@ it it o vory beneficiol exercise for the
whole bady, especially the heart and
circuloiary system

® the steady change of tension and
reloxaticn hos beneficial psychological
alfects

@ sculling gives the shedents imporiant
bodily experiences (use of energy,
balonce, t:: alsa musculor strain and
sore Fards) i

® regular scufling is good for the
poslure

® i helps improve the sense of balance
@ tha posture of the heod s frained

T la)

L] pl‘.}l:i:g andurance i increased

® our deot-bind students enlarge their
wcial experience; by prepating
sculling excursians, in jining in the
elub’s sociol oetivities and foking par in
the joint upkeep and mainkenance affart
during the winher

® sculling supperts our contocts with
nan-handic paaple

# responsibility is antrusted o
hondicapped persons o4 every seaf in
tha boat has it special fosk

® regulor sculling helps fo reduce the
shudent's fears

@ the boot gives blind : the
opporiunity bor full physical axertion
without Frnl:ﬁ&l'ni ot arenhation and
[lak-Toad ]y

@ oven letally deaf-blind sludents
receiva naw impressions and
muperiences of the nahiral arvironment

@ during sculling the daaf-bling shudent
experiences himself a3 o hull and
acagUdhn person.
How does communication foke ploce
in the boal?
We da not use opfical or oooushe aids
in the boat. Totally deal-blind students
act s the “streike man’, All imporiant
seulling communds are possed on by
haetile shmulafion e.g. lapping hice on
bath honds mesas 'stop scufling’| These
with same sight ond hearing ora
instructed by gestures ong Euri ng
breaks from sculling infermafion s

assed an by Lorma’ (g hand alphobat
ar deot-blind peoplal. Attandonts sit in
each boat o maintain communication
links and e ensure thot the childeen do
nct feal isclated

W are proud that a team of four

studant sculiers undar an experienced
enswain con maintain the sculling
stroke by sight ond heoring impressions

The Jobst and Anna Wichern
Foundation

Siabad in tha ke af Tensbisel in e
shate of Schleswig-Holshein in Wl
Garmany this home, school and
training eanira cocommodates 42
sewaraly multi-handicapped deaf-blind
and Blind children and adults.

The Cantra was founded in 1974, its
accupants fve in nine co-educationel

. selected occording to ability.
m their lass of sight and hearing
rreit are menbally relo :

The shidenis inclivichuaihy
de:;?nad h-ainil:g programmes
irnvedving simple, repeliive seps o
leearm il mlf—cﬂﬁu% carsd
damastic skills. Basides this they learn
educational and vecatienal skifls. Each
s sak pzr:.:im| shart ond |un5 reficd
achievemant forgets. These ars mainky:
@ advonced wall-halp skills,

8 clamentary music and movement




A sculling-four on Lake Eder.

Cin
board ore three deaf-blind students
md'm.-ruﬁm.l" direcior ﬁkﬁfm&.

pru,pn'n and
hlr.mg whrchh.;hd'
ysund'tnmsdi'ﬂﬂnmaﬂs.

and alss by Gaing vibrotory and
kingesthesic Hlmlﬁ il

W hove found the best troining
rriethe s be teaeh the studente e souf]
inan urh‘ﬁcu;l Fu:ul and then bransber
thair skills imio the real situation,
corracking any ernors Here, Wi uss a
=.|:u|||r15: e’ hoat with an oxpEriEnced
scullar in saat 1, the deaf-blind os
stroke man and e % CARIWaIn

W tried to train some hﬂglnnnr: st

ferm directy on opan waler but
doesn'l vté}vwml: with Ihumwl'ln ore

ﬂ;crenm:l or whao howe gregher motoric
wlties

If‘rEfup;.r ;
inl'::grnﬁun,
W fraining as percephial, avditery and
'ﬁ'lﬁuﬂl H'lﬂl'm}r

@ froining to improve bodily ond fine
grass miohos movemants.

There ore fosilities for g}-ﬂmuslic:..
hyprotheropy and swimmi

The oG ron af the residents &
from young childran to mature adults,
helf of the residents are over sighieen

years of age,

In 1987, four estra housing units
were built for v odu . each
unit consists af single ond double
nedrmm; ||'.-'||»g|| room, kitchen, dining

mn:\ﬂ;lhnnq [gataty T8

At present five of the :,--:-urﬁ axduds
are wor |nE| in a vacational
cantre, where o struchured programme
halps s create o sense of

ndence. The rofio of student ko
training skl is 1 b 3.

A, Gravel

starting with senseny-malar-

A School for Deaf-Blind Children in Wiirzburg

B may not be necessary ko give
ﬁgﬂ]phl-c desta af Wikrzburg, sinca

last ICEVH-Congress {kar the
bdind) took ploce here lost year. This
town in the nodh of Bavario and in
the middle of West Germany has o
long tradition in the educafion of the
blind. Due to the efforts of o Count of
Bartheim in 1853 o foundation was
storhsd 3o toke care of the blind of the
ragian, In 1973 an imiporand aacisan
chanced the direction of the wark of
tha foundotion. Bind children of
normal infelligance would hencafearth
b ecdieated m-:linl:r in #unich ongd
Miremberg, while Wiirzburg would
provide intensive schoal training for
multiply handicopped ond visuolly
impaired children.

Since there was o need for
adequate sarvices for these children,
the ald I:u.lill:émg:. quii:H:,r came ko the
stoga whare they could no longer
cope with the growing rumber of
children from ol over the country, In
1982 we ocquired addilianal
on a hill in the suburbs of W'liir.::l:urg.

Focilities
Mo the foundation has
diversified ond offers the foflawing
SErvicES]
® o boarding schoal for the partialky
:igE'll‘Ed‘
® o boording-school for the parfially
sightad with learning difficulies
® o boarding-school for the mulkphy
hondicapped and visvally impaired,
with a |:|u.|:||:|rh'n|:nf far the deaf-blind
& on early indervention service, which
ides Fu.renl: of mulhpl‘y

ondicapped and visually impaired
:I‘"Hrm I:|" over Eﬂmln "HIH'1 I-mmﬂ
based progrommes
@ o sarvies bor the Furﬁ:l";.r-:igl'ﬁed.
wha ore infegrated in alementary
schaels, high schools and ather
spocinl schooks.

Multiple Hondicop

The largest group af children
provided with specicl services ore
those with mulliple handicaps and
visual imgairments {7 5%), Forhy of
those children ore also deaf or hard-
uF-hEm'inE. Tl'iey belnng b the group
of the deaf-blind. Mest of cur deaf-
blind children and juveniles are
a.m-'n;rul':,r r'ru:|n1-|:|||r rvl:h:lrdur.l. :uFEu' J.:rnm
addilional problems such oy cerebral

palsy (30%] and hove developed

behervioural problems. The
percentoge of children wha have no
residunl :ig]'lr s mu.ln.r:l"':( hi@ [55%E]

Congenital ruballa coused the
impairments and handicaps in 75% of
childran, Forfunately the percentoge
of ‘ruballa-children’ draps in children
younger than 10 years; only five of
pwirhee children of this age group ore
ruballa |:||;I'nn:|g¢|:|; BUr youngest
‘rubella-children’ ore seven years o

Amourasis®, hearing pr 5,
bahavicural problems and addifional
handicaps meny strain both pupils ond
educators, parents ond keachers in the
comman effort to pave the woy for the
b F-nuil:h life For eoch one of

tham

Our work conlinues . , .

Besides training mability, the fine and
gross mofor systems, the ouditory ond
visual residual copabilifies ond I3‘|:|

life reufine echnigues, we nase
‘body-centrad mathods', whic

require liflle or no engagement fram
the child itseff, such s mossoge-
technigques, basic sfimulatian or reflex
zone massoge-concentrating on the
feet onky.

R:Hmng ta the main problem of

lind pecple, the devalopmant of
a sufficient communicofion sysem, we
n=|nh:| b the methods lupad in the
Centre for the Deal-Blind in Hanover
and af 5t Raboel in 50 Michistugesiel in
the Matherlonds over a long pariod of
wark with this group.

A half of aur Fl.q:ll: are mone
thon 18 years, it is vital that we
formulate o concapt far them to cope
with life afer school, Nearly oll of
iherm wilf not be able to participote in
ﬁrdll'rnl'f incustrial Frﬂdﬂﬂlﬂl‘l aven i
it is crgonized specially for di
persons, such as Werksial fir
Behinderte’, Becouse of this, the
Borvarion government hos created o

ramme colled Férderstite’
J::gmm of sovoncemant], which
ps minimam regquiresnants as ke

quality of product and time used jo
produce it. Since this programme u.

mew, wit will be the first 1o develop

form ond contants. By autumn 1 '?E'?
Wi e:-cpeﬂ thee first grnuF af deaf-hlind
adults fo Fee and “work’ inan
functioning group of the

"Fébrderassitha’,

Hanne Pitroff
*Amaurosis: Less of sight without

m ! lesion of the eye, os from
|:I|E5E~1‘15E af the eplic nerve, spine or

En:.in.

BRa1 Iag-Any
LU INET DUNE-Joa
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The Changing Scene for
Education of the Deaf-Blind
in Australia

Belonme the ninetesn dxties tharns
ware few racorded ooses of
nciviciuol deof-Bind chidien
raconded in Austroia, Thess weng
the odvantifious deal and bind
childiren who were provided forin
programmeas fof the bing, Asin
the United Kingdorm. USA ard
athar counires, childen whe did
not fit the traditicnal cotegories of
cleat or BHnd were usually refused
eniny to schoals for the deaf and
schoaols for the blind

I 1981 an Australian doctor, 5
Meormon Gregg, publisEed o poper
bead on his research which
established a dafinite cssoclatian
beteaen nibeio in pregroncy
and sangenital cotaract T
the next few yaors in this country
the ossociotion of matarmal nabedlo
with various congenital defects
such o5 deafness, heon Gsaoss
argd mantol retordation wos
widel axplored and repormad
thrcaghout the ward,

Honsraver, I wios mere than
twenty years gffar Gredg §
discoveny that comprehansivo
education programmes for deaf-
bind chiidren wens Sedigned ana
imptarnanted in Ausiroia, Foced
with the probiem of providing an
gducation for o groneing ndmDes
of multrFhandicopoed nubeda
Childran, the variows educotion
authontes occepted the nsod
defintion of degl-bling odopted In
firve USA-and Hhe United Kingdom
diuritsg e 19305

Once it had bean declded that
prowvision shoud be made for
these deaf-Lind muln-
hondicopped, seniins wera
ragidly doveloped, Taochers wearg
sent ovensaas fof speckal fraining.
Addrranistrators visited yoafious
cowtrias fo investgote and repon
on straregies. methodslogy and
tachnoiogy being used 10
goucate tha daal-oling

The greotest nflusfse on
educational provslon in this
country hos come from the L3A,
aspacioly from Pemkine SChaod for
the Blind. SHll, tresre hos ako baean
sirong influence from Condowver
Hall Schoal o7 the Blind, Englarnd
gnd St Michislsgastel msfitute for
the Crancal, Holland.

In 451, Oy Eclwoarg
Waterhiouse, then Dractorn, Parking
Scheal for the Blind, visited South
Augtralla. Whila in Adalcide he

THE AUTHOR

Keith Watkins is the previous
Chairman of IAEDB, and has been
elosely involved with the nt

of services for deaf-blind chi
throughout the world. Hera he looks of
the present pattern of services in his
own country, Australio.

miet with & korge group of parants,
teochen ond admingfratons 1o
cizeugs the education of daal-
bBind chilldran, A g result of this
reating o feachar, Wit Bony
Paymia, wos sent fo Parking fofa
one yaor's Souse comnmencing n
Spptarnber 1963, 0n had ratum,
Miss Payme ook changes of the
Deof-Bind Cente af Gilles Street
Pubdic Schiogl inthe ity of
Adelcide, To gssst ner In
cieveloping the programeme she
hod a teachar from the reguiar
school and hewo faoiheds oldes
whio were frained nurses:
Admirestraton in fhe most
popdlous Stote, Maw South wWales,
sow lorge-3coie, long-ferm
plonning for the development of
sanvioes for deart-blind chddngn Qs
rrvast dasirobie, Two new schools,
ore for the bind and one for the
ceal weare established jintly by

e EW Depostment of Education
and the Rosal MW instifufe for fhe
Deat cng Bind Childran in 1962
Thases wara bult by the inshituie on
the same camplue af Narth Rocks
in subiirban Sydrey, By lata 7965,
plonring wos wall advanced for
enchension of the school fior the
blind to provide o Deof-Bind
Departmeant. In 1970 the Institute
started o separate programmed 1o
‘trainabla’ daaf-blind children,

Dwring the 1970°s the deaf-bling
movermant spraad fo ofher States.
In 1970 the cieansiand
Dapartment of Education saat a
teacher 10 Sydrey for fraining,
Upor bis refum o Brighane in 197,
he devieslopad g unit In
Martrethong. School for Visually
Hanckoopped. Again in 1970 ha
Educatan Department of Victario
storred o day schodl programnme
far deaf-bing chiidren at the
homirghen Soecial Education
Centre in Melbourne, D Jan wan
Diijls o1 5t Michislzgestal instihute for
the Deaf, Holldnd, Spent Pwio

In 19263 Dr Jan van Dijk spant
fwalve rrontng working with
group of Education Deporimeant
pavehologists at Maorringhon
Counsalling, Guidance and
Clinical Sarvices, Kew, Victorio,
Australio, amsesdng ane of tha
lorgast sormies of Ruballo
chicren undertaken in ihe world
ot that firme, The results of his
research are publishad in fhe
bk, Mubhelo Hondicapped
Childrgn, raviewad In fhe lost
adition of Ceaf-8lind Educorion
Mow, tan yeaor kbar, ihe
Daaf-Blind Cone Association,
Victoro, undar the leadership of
Rutts Cardin, incorfunction with
Yian Owverbasi Shichting,
Mettwericnds, b supporting o
folions Lpstudy of the orginal

Follow-up Study of Dr van Dijk’s Survey

papulation irorder fo-ossess he
prograss of the participonis in
tha Initlal resecrci.

Aracs recalving atfenflon o
lenguoge developmant,
articulation, rngthamatical
computation, aufishc behoviour,
riarmmial skifs, ocquisition. and
behavioural problems.

Prafirninary rasulte sugoest thot
the progress shown by the
mecijority of runalk deof chidren
Is unllkie the devsicprmant of The
rusalia deat-olng children
where many laamirng and
penoviowal problems continua
to b Irmparfant

Hecther Hewitt,
Chairman Pacific Region




lengthy pariocs at Thes Cante 1o
cgist In it developmeant,

The Australian scane sfrotes
ey wall the intematicnal
influances that hove shoped
sducalion sarvicas 1o The Ceal-
oling anound the waild. Very
strorg intemdon linke nove
neen forged N thes Tiedd of
education. particuary through
the ootivities of the [AEDR,

Durng the 1980°'s serveral (actors
henda baen infrocduced Info the
Ausfrolion scéng., These ncve
resstted im figely dromobic changes
in diraction, At the start of the
decodea anoibal diffEnsion Wwas
addad 1o the sendoe delivery
systern for the Stabe of Mew South
wWiales, In 1960 the Royol Mew
South Wales enstitute for Deaf ond
Biind Childran comoleted o
spacic schood for mitt-
hondicopped bind children of the
Marth Bocks Centre, Its
programme for deof-bling childran
hod been subeamed in 1hils vary
lange, generowsly egquipped and
wall-stoffad schodl, It 8 a private
secior schood built ard oparoted
with Boenal subsidias from both
Stote and Fedsal Govermments,

By 1584 thare were 107 ploces
i thig sshool with 20 fied by
children having both vision and
hearng proolems. Hencea iha
State with fhe lorgest popuation
found iisel wall down tha rack
fowards the elimination of specific
progiamimes 1o the dead-oena

The Stotes and Temritorias with
ralgibvedy sl popuariors nove
riever astablishad spacifiic faclities
for the egucation of deal-blind
childran, Hare coses hove beean
péoiced In exsEting soecial
aducation programmes such as
tnose for biind, deatl or
intelleciually disoblad childien,
ncludad ore: Tasmanka, Morthem
Temifony, Austraban Capdtal
Tesritany, onad he vt
geogrophical expansa of Westarn
Australio where disfances e
oftan maasuied i thousands of
wlometres

Mow, The mose popuious Shotes
nove tumned shanply in Thia
direction fon. The Maw Souih
Wolés Deporiment of Education
programema at Marfh Rocks
Cantral School for Blind Chdren
has evolved inte one bosically for
midt-nondlicopped blind childnan
with e daat-bling Included. #is
niow simmiar o fthat of the Royol
Mew South Wales Institute for Deal
and Blind Children describad
abiove, Ofher deaf-Blind childhen
in this State confinue 1o e
educoted in o wanelty of spacial
educatian sattings

im Zourh: Australia, whene the
sl progromemss for

education of the deat-Banad
started Inthis couning, thare & now
ro special school o unid prosedad
for suich children. Stere deaf-bind
chlidrar WG dang ROt progressing
sofisfactorly B anofher special
ecucahion envirpnmseant ottend
KEporrin Taoching and Adsassrment
Linit in suburbaon Adstaida This Unlt
provides for o range of mui-
hondicaps. parficulaty e he
BEMEON Qrecs

Wichodia s the QRCsng: ot of
tha Momingicn programime foF
deaf-oind children in the lote
1970 Tha daal-plind children
wiare ploced i dn armaze af e
Caronbank Epecial Bducation
Canire at Kew, oparotad By 1hd
Deportrment of Educotion, Ancther
group of deaf-blirng chicnen
continued an Q residaniicl boss of
the Childingn's Cottoges, Kew'
ppercted oy the Mernhal Haai
Aurtnoetty. The Rowal Victarion
Iretitute far tha Blind programimse
for deof-bénd chidren wos

rilbsumed in o separote rasidentiol
cartre forbind chédren with
miutple dschilities g early Gt
1%,

aiusansiand has 1oken g similar
pathpoy 1o the other Sales
Fobowing o Department of
Eoucotion reaviaw, chamatic
decentralsation of senvices for tha
Eind. particky seeing ond deal-
bir from Marbethong Schodl hod
Yisually Homdicopped Childran
oocurred by theand.of 1584,

Along with the swang fo
imfegration of the deof-bind Info
programme:s for childrar with
rmulfiple disabilifies hos come an
nzreosed integratisn within the
mainsiream of education, As
predictad ot the 1954 LAEDS
Canferercs in MNaw York
Theene semms ifle doubt thal as
wa progress thralagh the ety
e onig more childran with
special needs, nciuding the deat-
plird, will be sducdatad if regular
sehioods, . O otking 1584

Sense-in-the-Midlands (United Kingdom) has now
into its Further Education ond Rehabilitation

to 0 families in the Midlands who
the age of seven years.

hﬂnumdﬂdﬂiﬂdaw

occepted 26 students
building work fo make for hﬁumm.ifﬂm
v 5
nmlhm,d‘z:“ 5

ges1 220-Any
LDINPT PUIg-osd
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Australia (confinued)

O the some occosion il was
pointed oyt that we connotf avoid
Hhe
‘cvenyhelming evidencs of the
graat iImpact of anvironmeant on
the ndivideal s developrmant ard
mianifest leval of Junchonmg .

Cartainly, the Ausfralion fcenea
refiects these visws. Throwghdud
fhis country there are moeny
childran with dual ar roulb-
cisohiifies being suocesstully
educated Inspeciol unlis
aftached to regular schools.
Included here ore children wirh
comincticns of vigion, hedanng,
physical and mtelectual problems
In Naw South Waoles, for exomphe,
it is the policy of the Departmarnt
of Educotion that:

‘envany aiild with a disabEity roust
be able o otena fheir ragular
nélghbrsurhood schos where fhis
5 postbis ond proctical and in fha
Diest interasts of the child.”
(Ecdication Gozatte Mo, 1.
Fabmaary 4, 1788).

aqoin . oF desciibed earlar, fhe
st educaton programme 1o7 the
deaf-blind in Australia was
attached 1o o regular sohodl In
Adelalde, Bouth Auwsfralia

Yat gnother foctor of change In
e AuEindian Soand wWis the
nibslo ImmunkEotion compalgn.
Tha virus wis not idantifed and
culiured in fhe oboratory or blood
test for casessing the Indivicuols
suscepfibdity orimmuniby
developed until 20 years after
Grego's 1941 discovery (Menser,
1978). Folowing the ruballa wave
thrgughour the Wesherm ward in
1854-65, 1hars Wi Remiwed
interast in the vius, Resaanch was
exponced arcund The wiord,
mciuding that by Dr Sl Fomast ard
Gridargaret Menser of the
Chilldren’s Medical Research
Foundastion, Royal Algxaondro
Hospital for Children, Sydrey,

By 1971 the Cormmonweaalin
Zovemment of Austrolio hod
mode ovallabie o voaocine fo
immuniss teenoge grls against tha
ving. Forrest ond Merser (1975)
pomfad aut that this compoign
irviohving 12 to 14 yaar old
schoolging, ‘alices S0-70% of girs
to acquire pofural immwnity
before they ore vaoginoted’,

Clacy, by the 19807 fhe
vaccination programims was
Fowing the desred effect, Fgures
suppiied by tha Mew South Walas
branch of the Noticnal Acoustic
Loboratories (Maorch, 1984) show @

cafinite dacline in the number of
cheal children presenting for
hearing oids, ond o dramatic
cechne inthe number of ruoella
childran. For exampla, in 19469
tharg wene 35 rubelio coses out of
203 deat chdafen Mfed with
hearing gids. In 1963 thers weare
o el cosag of fhe 13 deof
childran fitted, Margowar, thara
hios bean o comaspgonding
cdecrense in the number of deot-
bind children prssanting for
enrmiment ot Morth Rocks Central
Sehoal for Blind Chikdran, In oot
both the Iretitute Schood and the
Deaparirment.of Education sohaod
at tha Mardh Rocks Centra show
rapidly falling numbers for the
deal-nEnd, with ro new
enrolments in recent years

It thae frends discussed Rere
conftnus, and Fars 5 avery
indication thot hay will. the early
1990 s will witnese o verny different
Australian scane fo that of tha
post quarer centuny. There will be
wary few chifdran desigrabad
deaf-blind: the small number with
vishon ond hearing Impoirments will
be educatad in programmes for
fhe multi-rondicopped: and.often
they will e faurd In progrosmmes
within the maireirecm education.

Dr Keith Watkins

Carronbank School — Aerobics are fun!

Lzt yndr wea af Carmonibank
infroduced osmobics nfo the
school progromme, | leamt
gancrg for many years and hove
tought osrohlos for seven yvears, |
thought | oould we these skllls ong
cdopt tham to mas! the nesds of
r shudends,

The shutlants wara mult-
hondicoppsd young paople, all
with & heoring and visuo loss.
Thess studanis hod Dean irnoivad
In g donce programme and
Serohics Wos sean a5 o natral
axfarcion of it. We aea tald 1o
consider the oge approprafensss
of our octivities ond oesoDicEwos
seen to fit this crtena, i covarad a
range of skllls: social Inferaction.
mator daveloprnant, oy
owareness, physical education
and it wias g greal way of
combining physictharapy
axarciyes info the progroemme.

Wiary of fhe stalf were supsed
of thie enihilelcsmof some of the
shudents. Somea whio had bmited
congentration could attend farup
to 30 minutes! & student with
cersbral pofsy showed b
determirailon to be Involved:
ThEne wWEre muany Bnarcises 5h
b great gfficully with physicaly

Carmanbank is a Minlsiry of
Education Schaol in the stote of
Victorio for multipty-impaoined
deal-bilind studants. The
majority of ouwr sfudents are
rubella ofeched, although we
have other sfudents whare tha
couse of their dizabilities s
unknown, o nol attibuted o
Tubsalla.

and e offen frustiabed b, Dul
sna perssted and seemed fo goin
great safisfaction in belng able fo
do sgch movemeant, Asiobics
becoms o pesongl chalengs for
P

Some studsnts wifn babavioural
probiems reacied well ond it
sepmead fo hove a coiming affect
- parhaps even fire them- 5o
agoressive of vickan! behoviour
cermgnly declined whan oerchics
wis taught, | hove found physical
cotivity is a great banelit far thesa
studerits,

Sludants wilh aullshic benaviourn
aso profited. Ons boy who had
shonwm the enthusiasm for
sociollsng, Decame mors Wit
ot others and regcted to them
Surifg Gn CeSDicE sedslan,

Anyone wondenng info fhe
oo aUnng s sesson wodlld
wiondar whsthar tha teachears
ware galnng more bensfit thon
Tl studarfs Ths wos especioily
avioent whan the bind studants
joimed in ond thelr feochers hod 1o
work corashvaly, | soy work”
becouse i wos very hond work for
those feochean fo moanipulote the
stdent’s imbs, and ol the and of
the segson i wos offen the
taochars whio weng mone
sxhousiad The spasd the
exerciaes were comed out hod 1o
e adjusted o8 mary of tha
studants and stoff hod difficuthy
KEEming uo.

wihathar it wos the physical
confoct or moverment B urkmioan,
But they did enjoy (11

Aeroblcs promotes incraosad
crwsareneds of body and self,
efficiency of movarnant, kealth
and wall-being. Cerfainly for mony
of our shudents cencbics has bean
bensfichal. Some of the oldear,
ingependant siudents hove gone
o1 1o join i aersbis sassions In o
gymnasiumy ond fo see oerobics o
o heisure achivity,

Kate Gas



Any new ideas thot improve
communication ane always
walcome. Here, Halen Joliey
from Comonbonk Schoal In
Augiralia describas how they
have developed the use of
piciogrophs with greal success.

Establishing commuimksalion & 4
oy airn of aur educotion
polcy and sign language hos
ahwiays ploved a major e
However wa dre finding fhot wsing
e COMPIC systern in corjunciion

Talking with Pictures

a¥parisa,

Dur recant expetances bear
out on observalion made by Dr
Jary war Dyck?, who balieves that
pictures are an Importcnt oid fo
rermory for "deaf-blind
youngstars',

The COMPIC picture) ane claar,
simpke autlimes with o high degres
of "guassability”. Sfudernts soon
learn to cssociote octivities with
fre pictures, which fhey can use
to “tronsmit” and “recalva’
rressaged, The prinfed word

help

with spaach and signing hios
heiped some of our studants to
commmunicate with graater
simpliciy and gocurgoy

COMPIC I8 on abbreviation fof
Computer Pictegraphs for
Cammunication. The COMPIC
proect evolved fram the Viclonan
Eyrnbol Standordisation
Committea, and the airm wos fo
Jdevelop a means of Sandardsing

yes

fhe sat of pictogrophs wad with
adults ard children with sevene
cormfrunication mpairmeant. A
team from Swinburme instiute of
Technology providad ha
technalogical and grophlo
expertiss and the speach
pathclogsis an the Symbol
Standordisotion Committes
provided Thaorelicdl and climical

undsmeatn the picture gsssts
anyone who can ead 1o
urdarstand the message, so The
systerm com be wed In the widar
carnmunity with people who do
rof know the student, e.g. IR
shopping cantied, on public
tronsport, and soon.

Some students wiho have
rescistarad sges, bt cannod
unaerstand or sign longer
messages, hove quickly earned to
‘recdd” SOMPIC santancas of three
or four wiords. We are making
"booss” alxout studants Gotivitias
ard intenssts and devsloping o
recorded language for shudents
witia, I the poast, may naver have
lsamsd to recd n o trodihiong!

N

toilet

Cmna student leamead only thras
5 in g yeor of teoching ond
wioud nat uss them appropactely

o the time, but he B using aboul
15 COMPIC pichares to
communicote plrposefully affer
only six weeks. He uses tham in four
ciffarant 2atting: and his frastrafion
leval {nof to meniion the
Teochers™) has dropped
noticeakbdy, We storted him with
Zmpee photographs, bul he madse
tred firk Eahwean the photos and
the COMPIC ouflines within hwo or
thres days, 3o wa hove stopped
usirg the photographs,

Different syribol systems hove
of course Been usad far marny
vears but the great odvantoges of
COMPIC dre the aose of
cangistant reproducton, the
economy of the system, the
avoilaniity of fow sies and the
sirrplicity of tha oulines which
ok ther [deal for the visually
impairad. Thickening cutlines, ar
adding colour detall for greoter
CONTrost, ane vy Simpshe
rmocEfications,

g8a1 2ag-Anf
Lo CINET PUT-I0e

no

At presant thers are ciout 00
pictures which will soon be
exfandsd to naay 1000, As i wes
crginolly designed for physicdlly
dEcohad studants we find that
there-are same words for octions
and achvifles hot we nesd but
which ara nadt curently owaliobis,
W is not difficult to invent”
penonolized pictures in tha spidt of
COMPIC and we have done this
whan the need oigaes,

W cre vary enthusastic about
tha suocess of the system with
some of owr sfudants ond suggest
It a5 & worthehile supplement fo
sgning ond speach,

Helen Joliey

I COMPIC Computer Piciogrophs far
Comrmunication. Produced by the
Victain Syrmbol StomdordiEation
Committes and Swinbums ratitute of
Techmodioggy. Swibirhe Lk 1984

2 "Weeking witn Ceof-Bind Children
ond Aoalescents By D Jan wan Dok
Tenkang Jevsa, Vol 33, Mo, 4 Winter
1987, po 79
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The Rehabilitation of
children in Poland

Thie speciiic needs of Geal-tind
peopla, both children and adults,
nove been urdarstond and foken
cang of anly In the lost ten yaan —
that s much kater than fhe needs
aof those who are anly Sghi- ar only
heding-mpoired. There wara
presiously vary Tew coses of
guccessiul rehabiftation,

Fram o questionnaine sent aut
by thie Polish Association of the
Blirvd, In co-operation with the
Polish Association of the Deaf, i
was discoversd that the numibed
of the deal-bind In 0 oge groups
in 1964 amounted to 1,
persans, Poland’s population in
that yaar wos over 37 milion. the
rumger of deaf-Blind parsing
ragisfarad with the Polish
Agsociafion of tha Blind n 1987
wiczs 540, ncluding 28 childran
undear 15 years of age, If khard to
tell I the numibers of the reglstered
claal-blind adults ar the childran
are closar o the respactive octual
ares: the dofa froditionally
collected by the Pollsh Association
of the Blind séem 1o be' more
aact with regora to the blind
aduits having alio hearing
ImpoErneant, whils tha data
compied by the Polsh Associabion
of thie Deal ars prohonly more
rellobie with regard ta Ihe ceaf
childran and youth having alsa
sighf-impairnant, Tha Paolish
Bzeoclofion of tha Blind nos st up
o sysharmn of pemmonent, up-doted
regitration of deaf-Dlind Dersons,

I Polomd wie hove no
geciolised educafional centre for
our ceaf-Blind childngn and youth
and e possibdlity of seting one
up seems rathar distant. Siotstics
o deat-bing chitdren and yauth
withy ocddifional npalrments
(mneEnly mentoly retorded) paced
iy weartoals core Institufions are
missing,

For a few daaf-blind chilckan,
whicea ganerl development leval
permitted thelr incomporation Info
fha systerm of spacial education; a
closs of five o saven deal-tlind
children was set up of ha
Educational Cenre for Bind
Childran in Bydgoazcz, Oiginally
weas cssumed thot the eneallad
children should be the ones that
are blind with loss of hearirsg. bk
the mcgcity of the childran
admitted ara deat with o of
sght, Inour ooibnion educationol
methods appeapiate for them
gheudld drone more an mathads of
dadl education than on hose of

biind. Efforts are being mada o
set up o closs of deof-bind
chificren ot the Edusation Centra
tor Deat Childran In Crocow. We
bEafeve that sirrdar clogses should
e orgunised ol schools for ok
of-heding chédren ond ot ihe
cenfres for the daot, nand-of-
haaring and mentally retarded,

I Paland deaf-bllnd
aducotionalists ors veary Tew and
so o rehablitaticn specialists for
degf-blind adults. Thate arg o
speciol studies in deaf-blindres af
the universty collages training staf
for varows groups of disabbad
PErEane.

I Hhis situaticn, the Department
for Studies on Blindness and Low
Vision at tha Heaa Office of tha
Paolsh Associafion of fhe Blird.
cesigns and crgantses every yedr,
a farinight s course for deaf-blind
aduits ond children. These couses,
wittin tha irmifed human and
mctenal rasources fhay
cormmondg, provide an oppaifunity
for sl growdps of the deaf-blind
to take g short bt rafher infensive
sahciilitaticn. There is alss on
element of stalf frdining ond
goining expenanca in
rehabiliiation ond organisaticnal
wWiork, SUch coursed, organsed
snca 1535 by the Polish
Asgociation of the Bind, with the
osstsfance of the Polish Associotion
af the Deatf, are avalable Tor up o
40 deaf-blindg poticipants ot a
fime. These arg the bogic stotisfics

cancaming porficipotion
Year Mo, of No. of
adutts Childran
1285 26 -
1584 &3 15
1887 29 7
198G ot ]

Indicatons tor chilldren oS nos
corsistantly grow. Part of fha
problem is with the deof-bing
chddren who ore also manioly
handicapped, This additional
hrondicon gives tham weny les
chdances o profit from
rehobditetion peocedures
ervisaged for the shor-tarm
CoUrsEs wie ane running. Smos fhe
riumizer of potential coandidotes &
flirmited, the formuda of a joinl
participation by odults and
children hos baan Ddoprad,
Participants whoe come froem all
ower the countny ara
accompaniad by Hair Guichss,

sl aften fomily membsn, and
childran oy at least one porent.
WwWhen chibdren ora accapted
for fhe Courses we examine thelr
neychic ond plysEcal
development os closaly s
postinle and cary out o compiex
progromme of rabobdtation wWhich
irns e
o prowishon:of visuol oids ond
traiming of reshdal vislon;

b prowvishan of hearing alds and
fraining residunl hearing:

o freining i vorous methods.ot
communicotion, comaspondng o
parcentive possihikhes of childran;

) speech franing

@) exercises stmulating general
devslopmantal copobllifies:

N gymncstics and motonc gam.ss;

gl fraifing i Independent Iving
Saclits:

R educational outings and
ERCUrEions,

Lectures ore given fo porants
of the deaf-tlird ahildran and
thien are iImvalved in rehabditation
work with e chilldren, Howing an
opeorunify fo mest dear-Bing
paﬁi:c:unrs ey Car leam wihct
should be wssdul for rehabllitation
of thiel childran and whal shousd
e cwoidad,

The coursas ang GE0 organied
with thie afm of establishing
pE!:‘nl:-ﬁlElf'lf ks of co-openahion
with the specialists invited o work
o Th courses — to roise
qualfications af hose baginning
work n the deaf-tilind field — o
cofsct dafa for plorning Tunre
cowses and o gcourmidate
axpeience for he eloboration of
a comprahensive schems of
rehabllitation ard gid for 1he daot-
plird in Polond, The same tasks are
sanved by Sur intermotiongl
contocts and colecting
infarrmation from aibroad

Jazaf Mendrun

lzabela Budzynska
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The Oberinhaus in Babelsberg,
Potsdam Is one of the GDR's
Rehabilitotion Centres for
physically handicapped and
deaf-blind people, with a
spachal orthopoedic
department, It is run by the
Frobtestant Church.

The emphosts of the
rahabiftation s put on tha
medical, educationg,
Sooupotional ard social
rehabiitation of thie physically
honcioapeed peopee, The work
with decl-Dind pecple, which
began in 1887, & baing carried oul
ot preseat I g housgs which 15 ST
70 years ald. There e 25 Conens
swidrking with 32 deaof-Bind psopls,
of whormn 23 are fofolly deof-biind,
fewe wisually or haaing moairad
with an addiionol physical
hanakeap. b Blind with o
devalopmeanial deiay and Twa
sevenaly speech Impaired, The
capacity of tHha RoMma N N woy
meats the demand for cars for
deal-blind people in the GDE.-Af
the lost count in T9ES thara weara

The Oberlinhaus
Rehabilitation Centre

over 35 deot-biind children ong
WOUNG adults aloma 10 e ookad
after. For this reasor the stals
schinols for deof chiidren In Berén,
Holbanstadt and Dresdan begon
aducofing thel deaf-bling
childran insmall groups of 3-5
childran in extra urdtz. A thea
Sherlinhous therg-are 12 childen
and young adults batween e
amd 21 yvears, and sight are dsat-
blind, Thee ass for o the work i
mcfvidual edecationol and i
cdre programmes with the alms of
dafining an aréa of wiark,
encoureging the greatest possila
Nndepandence. Bullding uo
appropriate methods of
communication and promoting a
healthy, happy social sirmote in
Oiberlinhceus, Inowhich the deatf-
olind childran cnd young peonle
are miagrated with tha dedaf-blind
aclis,

Parallel with this tralning for
nospandencs n the sosic
smhere, daily educotion and
infarmahsn pragrammas of work
are followead, This wiark has bsan
supported since Aprll 1987 by o
state gudlified and state
oppointed teocher of fhe deaf,
Through training of various skilis, we
fny to prepare the voung peopa
for G sutable work ploce at he
Cibarlindais or near Thair horm,
We try fo develop the Individuol
gifts ond abilifies of eoch child, o
emnable him fo kesn to as
purposefld ond independent o
raulng 0f Dossibis, Tha Oge Ranogs
of peopee living in the homea
faciifctes o festvie opproaching

fomily He, which gives eoch
persan axparianca with peope of
differant aoges. Thiz way the
strengihs ond weoknesses of the
individud residants ana
comppemeanted In g maaningiul
caned rmufully sotEfying wian,

With miutual seif-affirmation
through helping each otber daily,
caned fhrough comemunity
celebrations, tha residents
axpariance this community o3 g
supportive and posilive way af
Iving. We are howeaver concarmed
about the further development of
this community lifestyls spanning
different generaticns of residents
Ara we misudging tha position ar is
it o fact that we have come fo
axpact lzs in termis of capabliify
from young deaf-blind peopks in
1968 than from those who were
gronednig ugs 50 o 60 years aga’y
The change towards concrata
ving expectations for deat-blind
peopia growing U row 15 ane of
the challengeas focing ws from now
of

Friedrich-Wilheim Pape

European Usher Syndrome
Study Group

Tha fourth annual mesting of
European Usher Syndrame

ssional workers foak p-lnlr:re at the

aul Dotlin Centre near Toulouse,
France, an 14715 Moy, Four
inistrative subjects wera

considared:
* How to encourage more European
eountries o join the Group
* How te ebtain funding to pay for
adminisiration ond to s warkers 1o
aftend the mestings wha could not
fund themsehes.
* How ko explore finks with warld
associotions serving deal end blind

pecpla

* It wiss agreed that the Group should
seok o formal link with the
Inferrerlicne] Association for the

Educatian of the Deat-Blind [|AEDB]
Eleven POPErs were presended — | eam
anly reporl on some which were of
speciol inberest fo me.

¥valine Guasdon reporied success in
the treatmant of @ man in her unit of Lo
Vorenne, France. Twa years ago this
man’s profound stofe of stress seemed
te be beyond the help of theropy, Now,

atar :l'rnrrging their roach, the leam
repart that this Ushar Syndrome sufferar
'-_-;E:inning b enjory life in thest he is

sating wall, Fying to communicate and
starfing te laugh and make fun.

Mare Su s rapard o the work ha
is dedng with disturbed and depressive

ng adult men af the Spermalie
institute in Bruges, Belgium, gave us an
insight inte the world of young deaf
THE W mfpe;ing loss at o me in
their lives when their contempararies
are |m'kin5 rel ho s

apporiundies. For axample, young
peanle with Lsher rame may nol
drive, iy find diﬂ:i:ulr}' n ITlCIHI.'I.E
reflationships with the opposite sex
and may lose rnnhi'il‘:.r at o Hires whan
would noturally want to be ax-
ploring these areas of life mare fully.

Mt year England will be host 1o
the Usher Syndromae Study Group
mistting which will take prme an the
wankend of August & — & 1787 just
befora the European Conference of
the LAEDE.

& special meeting will be held on
the afrerncon of Sundoy & August
[2:30 — 530 Brn]r This will be apen
te peopla with Usher Syndroma,
relakives and intere

poople,
Far burther informalicn conbod me,

Mory Guest, af Sense, 31T Groys Inn
Rocd, London 'WC1X BPT, LS,

professional

#8561 sag-AIn
UROIHES DU -IDE0]
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SOUTH AFRICA

Teacher training

All teacherns receive regular
teacher training ot colleges and
universitieas. This mcy Ba followed
by in-sarvice traimng ot the schiool,
specialised courses af undversity
leval in the aducation of the
auditory handicoppead, the visually
handicoppad, the mantally
impaired or in remedial feoching.
Where possinle teacherns hove
participatad in raining couwsas of
the Parkine School in the LSS or at
5t Michielzgestal in the
Heftwdiands, Teacher's aidls
recelve n-sandoe training ot the
SChoo)

Causes of deaf-blindness

Rubelia; 31,8% of post ond
prasant pupds are deof-bind o= o
result of motemal rubelia. All of
e pUpils ore profoundly deaf
{more than B2dB hearing lass) ard
had congendtal bilotercd
cataracts. 9.1% developed
gloucoma and 13.8% congenital
heart defects,

Sevaral pupils suffaring friom less
severe guditony and visual
handicaps resulting from motemal
rmuballa are not i the deal-blind
department but are copling in the
chazsas fior the bind and partially
sighfed, The decikding foactorin
these coases seerms to be the
degrea of heaing kes Though ol
these pupils hod Biloteral or
uriigbaral catarcts and hove 1o
wear hearing ks, they hove ol
acquined naturat speach, Whare o
deaf-Cind depariment 5 in the
millew of a schaol for ihe hearng
irnpcinend. 1he opposite seems 1o
bethe cose. viz the degres of
wisLiol hoss eing the deciding
foctor for placemeant in o separgte
department for the decf-blind.

A intenasting imprassion is 1hal
the degres of mental Impormant
in e rusedka group af the Ploneer

The Deaf-Blind Department
at the Pioneer School,
Worcester

The first deaf-blind deportment in South Africa was inifioted about
1946 by the Kuttwanong School for the Deatf. In January 1959 a
deaf-blind deparfment was established at the S5chool for the
Blind, Worcester. (In 1981 the name of the school was changed to
Pioneer School). In the past 30 years, 44 deaf-blind pupils
received their iraining at the school.

School teams [ass seveare and less
gensmizedthon infhe molonity of
childran sufferng from the rubela
syndrome in deportmients for the
deaf-biind observed in Europe
cared tras LISA, This has, howeawear,
not been sclentificolly
rrvastigoted. As the incidence of
childran with ubsia syndrome in
Zouth Africo B more sporadic and
Nt rmairdy tha result of epsdamics
as in Europe ond the USA, it may
bz speculated that the virulence
of tha vinds moy olso havea bean
l=ss sevare,

De Toni-Fanconi syndrome: 18.2%
of post ond presant puplls suffer
frarn this syndrome. Tha syrnploms
ara congenital kidrey
mafuncHoning resulfing in nephitis
and concamitant vitamin &
raglstant rickets. This i
Goocomponiad Dy progresshe
sarsosy dacfness and ratinitis
pigmentoen causing total visual
QNG NEOTg ods 5 early
cdaolescence. Eaneral growth i
reforded, the condiilon &
proqresshve and general life
axpacitancy s shor,

Im apete OF the seniare Dhwscal ond
saraany deprivation; these chidren
hove, contrany o the ubeiico-
group, nerrmdl rmaentcl cbility with
nonmal pesonal, social and
benovicural developrment, They
ang armargst the stars in g deal-
blind departmeant, acguire nner
longuage. hove diferent fomns of
recaplive and axprastive
communication and can make
redativedy noamo scholostic
proigaass,

Usher Syndrome: &.8% of the
students of the deaf-blind
departroent suffes from
prograssive oudibony loss ond
retinitis pigmentosa. In these coses
thd cngat of the auditany oss wos
edrlier and more savene than the
Vil loss, Pupils with Lisher

Syndroms whoses viswal [oss
preceded The Quditony 1088 cnd
who sogquisd spesch in the
nonmal Wiy, San Mmanoge to cone
with frie nelo of Fi audilary
aquipment in the regular classes
for the blind ond porfoly sighted

Encephalitis/Meningitis: 9. 1% of
the s fost helr sight and
Fearing o o result of sncaphicitis
onc meEnngitis.

Prematirity: & 8% of the pupils hod
Retinopathy of Prermaturity
acooempariked by deofnas

Other syndromes: The ramaining
27 3% suffered from waziows
lnb=iad or atyplcal syndromes, In
fhese cofas the sansony [osses
soimatirmas include ioss of the
toctie sense o5 well &2 muscuial
dystrophy . skedatal malformohions,
daformitiss, seto,

Accommodation

Clerss groups vany from thres to
four puplls per feacher with a
teacher Gid pear chass,

Pupdls who are unakia fo
cormmiuncate though tha spoken
languags are goocommodated
a separaie hostel for the decr-
Dlind, House parants and thei
family reside In their cwn fial 0 this
nostiel, Teacher aids Gl lve n Hhe
Fuxsiel and folow a rcster for night,
school ond offermncon supension
on g 24 haur par day basis. This
system ensures cantinuty in the
programime durirg and affar
sEhool Fiours:

The classooms are in the same
bidlcing as the hostel

Pupils with sufficient comemand
over thig spoken Kinguage are
aocommaodated in Tha hostes Tor
tha blind ard partially sighted
pupss This gives them mone
cpportunity of expedancing

normal conversation,




Pupis whose parants [Ive iocally
shay gt home and atend school
Qg Surc-rniural aciivitias in tha
sTeE way as fheir sighted peers

Durng school holidays some
puplls ore escorted home an fiain:
arsd cross-countny buses: othens fiy
home. Pupis whose hames ang
Chdsa enough. go homes during
wask-ands.

School programme

The ichool and hostel progromime
15 geared round fhe. rmain
abgective of prowviding the means
for eqach indivickiol pucdl o
el @ Bhapoy . adjusted,
independent odiudt within the
framework of nis oF ke potantial

Ag oo as the school 5 awars
of o deaf-pind Baby In a family,
contas! & astabished in the fom
of supportive avallabity. Borents
and chiid cra Invited o spend a
e fightsin a flat on tha schood
grounds, This gives ther e
opportunity of cheaning the
programme in the clossroom ong
nogrel, 1o meet Teachars, mobiliby
Ingtructor, nursng sster and where
necessary, fhe ophthalmesogist, At
the sarme fime the child &
obsarved by the professonal and
praciicol oovice maoy Be given
Large dishancas Debwesn homs
and school often necessiiate
Tohona-LIE T Dl Thraugh
Cofmaspanadsncs, phone calls,
nienaeslattars, liorory Infomnotion
eRchange. comtoc! meatings ot
viarious copital centres for porant
groLips, otner nteneshed indivicuois
ond sereor shalf marmbers.

Fruplls ore noomoly enrcded aof
the deaf-blind deparfmeant fram
cigge fodr and stay fo roughéy oge
20

Cammunlcatian varies fraom
soaach to writing-in-tha-hond,
finger-speling. fomal signing and
rufuifal signs. The lower functioning
group Eam sedf-nelo skills end tha
commumication of Basic needs. In
the more advanced cioss grouns
fonmic! groded aoodemic work is
noorpsaatad in the ganenal
ndepandence Drogramme,

Al s Qg inshhuchad in
activitias which can kead to some
formn of empicyrment. in e
Mmooty of coses ex-pupit of the
deaf-bing section find
BT and
accammodaticn ot o nearby
wiorkshop for the cdust Bind
Activilies ncluds wedvirg, making
clothes-pegs, machine operating,
piece-wonk {e.q. punching,
faldirg, sorting, pocking, etc. . ata
braile printing press)

Pupils e encowaged fo join In
sparting and extre-rmural activities

with groups outsde the deaf-olindg
ceponmeant, Hobbies and infesas!s
o occupy thelr leisurs time ana
encourgged

A clasety knit, organised and
programmmead pottem:of [Iving such
05 5 usuglly found m a daaf-blind
depaorment, moy kead foroblbing
thie child of bis intative and i
incHrotcn to mdks bis oown
choices. Chidren who are
depdived of the necaessity of
obving fheir own problems by foo

el ard too much infervantion
by coring odults, form the hoiit of
redying on tne adul! fa fhink, péan
and dacide far him, The mutiply
handicapped parson must also be
parmitted o faca probiems and
then be glven everny possinha
chance 1o cops with tham
mirrsetl. Eveny solubon folng by
nimseit leqcs fo eafning arnd s
dgain Sontibutes to parsonal
gronwth and real independance.

Lenette Swart

Corsi per
genitori

[COLREES FOR PAREMTS]

& correspendence course far the
parents of deaf-blind children hos been
ovailabie since 1977, B2 lomilies hove
mads use of this ‘Fm:llir;." so Far,

For turthar information candacl
Sarazio di Consulenzo
Wia Druse 7
SB100 Tranhs
|'|:||||:|

ITALY

Directory of Computer Programmes

The Mordic Stalf Training Centre for Deaf-Blind Services have produced o

Direﬂt:le? wilh li:memlm about computer programmes designed Far
people,

disabl

Furiher intarmalion i3 available from the Contra at Slnhguﬁa B, DK-9330

Dronningiund, Denmark

BR&] 2aq-Ang
LOR)DINDT DUsg-Jos]
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Eryndis et Dr Waterhouse the
following questicns:

Top 1862, b il you visunlize the
future of deaf-blind people?

What were vour goals aod drears !

Do you have apy words of adwiee fo
the prople attending e 1981
eonferencef

“Lat mi: dispose of the [pst gusstion
first, I think that anyome who has
been out of touch with desf~blind
offwirs for ns long s | heve showld
refrain from offering advice which
would almost certainly be
inappropriate to the bmes,

In 1962 the future of the deaf-
blind looked promising in the
United States and s fow BEuropean
countries, but steady progress was
nol assured, The programme at
Perkins which had fleurished in the
1530's came near to coliapse for
shortuge of teachars during the war
and in the years which followed. [
was oot until 1855 when a training
programmie for Leschers of deaf-
blind children was established with
the co-operation of Boston
University that things improved.
From three teachere and five pupils
in 1954 there were thirly three
childven and & staff of twenty fwo in
1862 Would the time come when it
would collapee sgain?

But growth eleewhere in the US
was disappointing, Only four sther
schools had programmes, bringing
the American total of pupils served
to aroand o hoandred. Thiz showed
oo signs of changing. Fears that
many children were heing neglacted
wara confirmed later by Anetio
Drinsmaers who gathered statistics
for the American Foundation for the
Blind. Her figures showed that al
lemst one hundred more were
getting no-schooling of any kind,

I had very littles knowledge of
eondittonys mhraad, What [ had was
horrible, There was p programme in
Japan and Chan Poh Lin had come
to Porkins from Singapore, The rast
of Azia was sifent. In South Africn
thers were separate programomes for

On the Spot

On the Spot will become a regular feature in Deaf-Blind
Education. Here an experienced practitioner in the field will
put some questions to a colleague from abroad. We hope this

section will provoke discussion, and help (o bring us all

together. For this first time, Bryndis Viglundsdottir set the
guestions. Bryndis travelled from Ieeland in 18962 to the first
International Meeting at Condover Hall School in England,
and there she met Dr Edward Waterhouse, Dr Waterhouse
has been called the ‘powerhouse of the beginning of world-
wide education and better life for deaf-blind people, who
tirelessly travelled the world promoting their cause’,

whites and blacks, and nothing yet
fior enlooreds. Here too, the
rerpainder of the continent had
nothing o report. Brazil had
recently opened o sthool.

Where were all the raet? It had
been suggested that in many
undeveloped londs & deaf-blind
inlant would not survive to school
age. [k might be o century, or
perhaps several centuries, bafore
the future of the deatblind sould be
gocured world-wide.

In apite of the dark unkoown,
plénty was happening in 1962 and
our goels were simply to further
them in every way pessible. Twao
prent miseds were Leacher training
and publiceducation, and to forther
theze, a Seminar on Teaching Deat-
Biind Children was held which
brought topether about forty
delegates from eleven countries.
Creear (Mike) Myers recngriised the
nead and called & mesting at
Comdgver Hall Schoal in England,
where he was Headmaster, Thers
he gave guidance to our digcussions
and afterwards he issued o report
on what happensad. He and hizs wifie
Rendée were excellent hosta and
Shropehire in July was an idesl site
where, when the sun shone, we
gathered on the lawe,

Thea preceding decode had zoen s
ot of action for the blind on an
internations! level, In 1952 the
Internationel Conference of
Educators of Blind Youth (ICEBY)
met first in the Metherlands, wnd
then again in 1857 in Morway. On
nedther coeasion was anything
discussed relating to deaf-blind
children.

Adults fored hetter, At its first
meeting in [R54 in Paris the World
Couneil for the Blind appointed a
Commitiee on Services for the Deatf
Blind. When the Council next met
ab Fomme in 1958, each delegate
receivad a small book containing the
Committes’s report, It incloded an
extenstvie pecount of the methods of
comnmunication uead by depi-blind
men and women and & valushie sat
of proposed 'Basic Minimom

Bervices for deaf-blind persons
throughout the world”

Thiz book must hove opened
many minda, especially among
dielegates from lands where deal-
blind people were ge yot
undigeoversd. The impact it made
was particulsrly effective becatse it
was presented by Richard Kinney
wha had an exceptionally clear vatee
atthough he was denf and blind,

The Committes had
aecomplizhed something important
which was likely to be of value for a
lang time to come.

One roason why July 1962 was
an appropriate time for & seminar
wizs Lhe third meeting of the [CEEY
which was schaduled for August. As
notad above the ICERY had ipnored
the deafblind ai 1t fimst two
mestings. Indeed there wera
members of the programme
oommittee who quite vigerousy
oppozed public discussions of the
subject, This was an attitude | had
confronted also at the meetings of
the Conference of Exetutives of
Amerman Schaals for the Deaf,
Since the matier was usually
rapidly dismissad one eould only
suppose thal there was » great
ignoranee of deaf-blind education
which ereated fears that 1L mvolvied
problems that were uniquely
diffieult. For me, ‘public education’
began inside the leld itsell, Perhnps
Condover could produce something
which would encourage & change of
attitude

The delegates cams to Condover
for & different reason. They came to
learm more about desf-blind
education, and that is what they
did, Somie hiad boen dotng it for over
ten years. Probably in the schools
represented teaching tmproved (rom
knowledge gained m the
discussions,

When [ recedved the guestions
Bryndis ssked 1 found 1 did not
remernber & dingle thing discussad
at the seminar. Mot becawse there
was nothing worth remembering
but rather so many things have
happened sinee. Mike's roport



brought much to mind, | think it is
quite accurats.

The enllegtive lewledie of the
group was- unmatched at the time,
and it wis fresly shared. Yel,
looking back over the twonty yenrs |
wiah we might have given some
thought s the dead weight of
ignorance iving over the field of
deaf-blind education, We were, 1
lear, absarbed in our own problems.

The roport of the August meeting
af the ICEBY shows that resolutlions
wirre passed on more than forty
topice. Mot one of them deslt with
the deaf-blind. Mike's report ahows
that no resolution dealing with the
deal-blind was passed thers elther,
Condsvar delegales wha wenl om o
Crormany, could easily have
prezented resolutions from the
wermmar, but thers wers none (o
present,

O concludion wis reached i
Comdovor. 1L was that the group
wild mest agnin in three yeara. A
dowir b the faturs hod boen feft open
and the foture was full of promizses,

The delegates ut Condover me
without any name, There was
matiting to identify them. They
arrived, and left, calling themselves
simply ‘tho seminar', How very
naive we werg, but how delighiful it
Was,

Edward J Waterhouse
Jume 1988

In Jonuary 1987, the British Columbia
Resource rarmme for Dect-biind
Children, in Conoda, opened it

o Twhﬂuﬁmlims are Iug:j!.andp
within B use Elemeniory | in
Hiim;;? BC with o group home,
‘Alexonder House', u%ilnmrﬂnz erwiy.
Six children from oround tha province
attend weekdays and ratum hame to
their porents soch weekend. The
children presenty range in oge fram
s e 15

The group home s an ald twe-
siorey home with o .
Darations kram John g eand
CDBRA hove supplied fhe group home
with toys ond an old trampeline far all
1o ey,

Teachers, Jonens Seabrock and
June Sikorski, wark with three studests
and one inlervenar in eoch closstoom
Thess intervanors alse sioff the group
home to provide :m!inuirz:;’n the
child's programmae. Mife Wardlaw i
tha progromme coordinatar,

Futire plans coll for addifomal skaff
to karm on assessment o
consultofion team ba serve the
raraining idertified deaf-blind
studends (?: smataly 33} who are

ing i Hheir heme
comirianihas,

The group homa and classroom
looation in o local elementary schaol

The British Columbia Resource Programme

rovide eppartunities fer both o home-
ike atmos and integration with
non-handicopoed children,

A tadal of 40 children of scheal oge
in British Columbio have been
identified o having the combined loss
of visien and l'r!ltlfing..

The Programme

24 hours/day. Stoff aides [colled
infervences) rotote between the schoal
ond group home jo provide maximuen
consisfency school o

avening programming, The chassroom
teachers sed the gools and instruct
indervancrs in their implemantation in
bath dow and group home sstfings.

Total Communication: The primany
goal i the development of
communication skifls. Adopted Signed
English is presented sither visually o
tactiely, wpplemented by soeach,
unﬂiﬁ:uﬁnn. pictures ond oll other
aspect of Tolal Communication.

Family Invohement: Thraughout the
child's stay in the Ridmrcc:ﬁ
F'ﬁ:&"m' the fomily must be

in s an assential co nt la
help the child ransfer :n:hnni akills b
the home and to fodlitede the eventual
return fa the home community.

Saurce; inferveniion Gpring 1788

FRANCE

— |

Deaf-Blind Population

b, Hear Foivre in o speach o the
AEh of AMSPA on 17 Dolobas
1957 ectimotad that the deaf-blird
EoEUtion N France wom 300 o
A0 efildran and mora than 2000
adults oihough he thaought that
tha kdantification of deaf-olind
people I the community was less
systematics tham In relghbouning
counthes. Propar educational
fociities for many deat-bling
Childign wik [Scking sirscly’, foe
odulis, there wios g lock of

pEovision ot senices suoh o5
QoCpchional cenines and horma
wigilirug.

==ographiccly Pars ong ifs
@rirong and the South-Wiastem
ragion of the counin were
relafivaly well provided with
foclifies. Exerwhare, apat e
soma snak units, the mop shows
no exEing provisions whotioaes

Facilities for Deaf-Blind
People

Trls list of cantres for deatoling
people wos publshed by ANSPA
{Asmociction Mationod Pour ke
Sourds Aveuglas) in o racent
nawskstier,

& CAT Jean Moulin

Crpaned on 7oARl 1984, under the
cegls of Enfrokle Unhesity in Parks
{The Univarsty of Mutual Helpd.
ciffen fitteen adult reddential
plocas af e Centre kel ond
twenty doy piaces ot the CAT

# The deaf-blind centre lor aduils
ir Lo Varenna (5HBenoit - Poities)
racafyes 39 peopie betwesn 20
carngd S wearg ok, Ten are
indapendant non-resdent, fan live
I suparised apartments and
nireteen aog fuly carad for

resicants,

@ The Larnay Centre for Adults of
Poitiers ooccommodotes 27 deaf-
Dind peapla, of whom rne ara
el sty yaors oid,

® The Lopeyrouse Cenfre
(Dordogne) cotars for deal-Blindg
peopla betwsasan the oges of 44
and 59 vears, who speciollse
principaly in repaiing chairs, An
axtarsion of the centre s Under
consdaration,

# The Chevreuse voung deof-biind
cerire takes in about £
youngstens from three o alghfean
YEICHS

& The Cenfre for Special Education
for the Deal-Blind of Lamay coras
far 26 children from four fo 18
vy ol A oroject for ocults s
baing examnad,

@ The Institute for the Developmeni
ol Hearing and Communication of
Toukowsa, (BRAX) accommodotes
23 deaf-blind young pecole fram
g foidr 1o 20 yaors. A projact fo
holwsa young odufts s balng
prepaned

# The Educalional Cenfre Sainte
Odlle, at Bezancon, fokes deaf-
Blird chilldren tnoom 1] 1o 17 yeors
ald

@ The Cenfre tor Toddiers in Paorls
loaks cfter pressehol childran
beatweaan teo ond sk vears clid,

BB&1 28Q-Ajnr
HONERIMRT DUE-EDE]
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REVIEWS ... RESOURCES... CONFERENCES...

Classic Books

An occasional series to remind you of, or
infroduce you to, works fundamental to the
understanding of aspects of deaf-blindness.

Deaf-Blind Infants and
Children

by John Melnnes and Jocquelyn Treffry

Children with sericus impairmeant of
beath wision and 1'|.|:1:|r'.|r_rg. ar mlk
sensary deprived children, are
fartunately few in number bud,
tharnfore, their special needs con be ol
o msimwhuhai This book seaks
o meel nesds iJ'FﬂF‘I:EriI"IQ
practical hefp bo their parents and 1o «ll
thous professionals whe wark with

fham

: the authars oim the book
al helping childrar with a combined
wision and hagring impairment if
neverthelass conbaing insights and idens
which will be of we ko fhade who work
with o wide ranga of manially ond
physically handicopped childran with

itional sensary impairments. And

muich of whot is written will apply fo
multi-sensary deprived children whether
in schoal arin |'rn:|.|:||lnl or of home, I
short, while the arigirol torgef of the
n:ll.drl'.ljlr:. i mzr;.r small, :ﬁlliﬂu:.'p,h
handicopped group of children, this
mr:lribug‘ii&n is of much widsr
appiscamiily,

It is based an First-hand doy-to-doy

experience of working with muli-

Untranslated Texts
Available

We hove Russion longuoge jexds
ovailable of tha lallowing oriclas
brom the Jowrmal Defec . the
argan of the Pedogegical Acodermy
of the LISSR.

1. Maurophysiclogicol machonisms
vision and hearing disordars in
children, L&, Movikowa

2. On the concept of ‘anificial
daviopmand’ ot human Sl
in the education of the blind. 5.4,
Sirotkin and EK. Shakenove.

3. Marshall ond Usher Syndromes
— hereditary forms of the biindness-
daafrass. G P, Berym, M5, Pavener
exned P Maresea.

B s af these arbeles will Be
supplied if requested from the
Assishont Edilar

Moy dl:pmnd children and heir
parants and tecchars, Although the
furiber of these children is amall their
probiams ond needs are great ond the
demards they make upon their parents
aond fomilies are ofien :xl:;Flla_-:linE. Ishn
Mclnnes and Jacguelyn T aare in o
doukl nI:n:r.JFll':HE wital m,:li-, ¥ Ia herve
to play in halping fhair childran io
underskeand and inenoct with their
carerronmert, '!1"#:,-' e I,H]":,l' nno
daubt obout the halp and support
rents meed in this difffeuls and ebten
E:;rraﬁng sk,
Meinnes and Treffry, wsing their
wids experipnce in Canada and the
help cnd sdvics of workers with thase
children in the USA, hoave prodisced o
dednibed, shep-by-step, devalopmenal
ramme which con be adapied and
modehed fo meet individoal needs
There con be no 1in[.||ﬂ programme fo
meet the needs of thase children Each
child i unigue ond demeneds an
indwvidually desiged ond siruchrad
[ P ETTS 1-'51;31 covers all his or har
nu:a:. far Iwznl‘:,-*-lrnur et o -|:|r.|:|.'. 255
days of the year. Threughout their bock
they demonsirake how the aims ond
obsectives they seek fo reclise have o
ba confinuously reviewed, modified and
adapled, & meﬁi iruﬂihdhuul meed. A
Frmy sary, inahally, iF is the ervircnment
tha! is being structured o meel the
nesds and | of funesioning af the
child rather than the child baing farced
te canborm 1o the demands af o hasile
envircnment or o sot progromme.”
Becausa the progromme advances
miong developmental, rather than
chrongicgicnd, or thgorofical, lines it is
eomparoiively sasy for reoders ko relole
what is befng described b the
ropriate leval of development of the
ridren with wham they are cancamed,
The bock & divided inhe len
chao - Chapter 1 outlines the
lerm of mulli-&&r}ur}' d&priunfiun_.
descusses ruballo the leading couse of
milf-senssry deprivalion), and sefs
Farth the basic essumphions which farm
the ‘rnurrdn:"-un of our appreach,
Chopler 2 tacuses on progromems
structure and the creotion of an eFective
enwireament fer ils delnetl Chaplers 3
to ¥ exoming in |'.|::|:|H'| wach of the six
O rOTATEE OFe0s:. 5e5iol ond emotongl
devedopment; commumnicalon; mokor
rhl.-'nk:prnnm {grass and fine);
perceptun! development; cognitive-
|:-:~|'||::||:I'_||:uI development; crienfation

and mnd:ili'f:.r; life skills. Eoeh chopler
contains background infarmation,
general sigoestions, and specitic arens
o Fl:n]:. with i 1 I:d meafheds and
activitias which Eﬁl";mu vsaful to
BRCOUrage d-E-EII:l-PI'TiI:I‘It Chapler 10
presents answars b the three questions
imaal oben osked by porents; There s o
glossary al the end of the ted which
provides explanations of same of the
ferma used. Thess lerms are
in bald-face pe when they First occur,
This is o classic book, which should
aif an the shelf of all who one inkeraged
i mw:e:ll;}; doaf-hlind childran. 5
Puldlis Choen Lnivarsity Prass, |
Cofferidge Close, Steny Strotord,
Mition Keynas, England,
and
University of Toronto Press, 5201
Dulferin Streat, Downsview, Crdaria,
Canada M3H 5TH

ar
23 East Tupper Sireal, Buffolo, MY
| 4208, USA,

5B O-335-10185-2 1982
Price: appess US $30.00

The 10th International
Conference in Sweden in
1991

This Canfarence will 1oke :plnl;n in
luly ar Auegust ot Ekeskolan in
Owebra, Ekeskalan is a vake jieal
schiood ond o resourcs centre bor
visually impaired people with on
oddstionol hondicap; i is situcded
200 kilematras from Stockhalm
Aceammodation will be ovailable o
the University. The Conference will
b limitad o 400 porficipodors,

o lunning commites af fowr
paq:-g hos baen farmed from LAEDE
executive mambers representing tha
vorious Mordic coundnes. They will
advise the [AEDE Exacubive
Committes, who have everall
reipmsibirig_

Tha Mardse Commites waleomses
suggesiions abaul ml:ie:l: ared

for tha Canfarence which
auld ba sent b

Eliznbnt Aboudn

Ekaskalon

Bax PO25

700 09 Orebra 9

Sweden
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WARWICK

A conference on Sensory Impairment with
Multi-Handicap

Current Philosophies and New Approaches
6 -11 August 1989

The LAEDE, in conjunclion with Sense
end the Baval Motional Instibute for the
Blind; ore arganising o European
Centerence of Warwick Univarsity, from
& - 1T Augus TREY, Dietails of this
Confarence, plus on opplicotion form,
ore included with this issue.

The main conference theme s Sensory
Impairment with Multi-Handicog'. This
theme was chesen in recognifion of the
fact thet there s much ‘|I‘rﬂ|‘ Ed'.n;l:ﬂnn. q-’.:
deaf-blind -:hi‘ldr?jﬂ n:I.-I:m learm ’rr'.':? :
developments and philosaphies of wor
with multi-handic ied Eind and mudhi-
hondicopped deat children

Progromme:
Thare ore o miamber of differsnt
roaches to the education of deaf-
kind children being followed in
different Evropean counlries. One of the
muin gims of this conference will be fo
examing some of fhese approaches in
deinil. and o Iy fo discover what ara
the different implications of these
approgches, and where the diferent
|!-t:|s-|:|1:|h|m owverion,

in porficutar ine Progromms
Ehmmjhe I-"i:—. identified thres "

ilcsophies for study, Jan Yan Dijk will
prasant his philossghy and fhe
imalications of is upprnnrlf from
Holland. Representatves of the Maoscow
Institute of Defeclology hops 1o attend 1o
describe the Soviet appreach, in
parficular o3 ween af the school al
Ingn:r:h tond Fhe En-:pzrimenltﬂ Uni# sn
toscow. Professar Chris Cullen will
dnt_-.cril::-el_rl:nm:l dizcuss the Behavieurist
o ch.

Thare will also be o wide ronge of
tafies and warkshap pressntations,
offering discussions and descriptions of
new prochice on a nuember of themeas,
inn:lul;ilng;

# wirking with other probessionals;

= tha child with o d@gﬁnuruﬁu:
cordifion;

* sensory sh mishalicn

» stoft aining;

® spx educetion, owareness and
i.'.|'=]|J5.I=I

 working with formilies,

Papers are invited on these and on
othar themes,

Other Events

Thare will afaa be an Exhibitian, both of
equipmeni and of different whools ond
inshiufions

The Canlerence will be preceded by
the European Usher Syndrome Shudy
Group, whese meefing will lake ploce
bram 4 - & August ot Worwick. On
Sundlay & August, there will be on
afernoan conterenca an Uiher
syndrame, which will be opan ko

le whe are not mambers of the
Study Graup.
The Venue

The Conference will be held of the
Univarsity of Warwick, three méles from
Coventry, Warwick s one af the United
ngdumr!. riEwest universities and has
an u’rrruc!iveln.lrullbs-::rg. Taurs wl:il'_rtl ba
arfanged By s I‘_',.' wch o3
Strothord-upon-Avon I:riru:I’l"t:;I:EI
Calswalds,
Far details of registrafion and for

abstroct forms, pleose contoct:

Conberence Assaciies Warwick ‘B9

Congress House

LS Mewr Covendish Street

Landan Wik FRE, UK

Talephona: 01-434 0531

Talex: P34348 CORFAS G

Focsimila: 01 -%34 7559

Correspondence Course
for Parents

in fote ouhumn of this waar, the lohn
Tracy Clinic, based in Los Angeles,
Caliternia, will have completed thair
revision of the Carrespondmncs
L&nfmngmf me for Parants of
Young it ﬂ;'l'uﬁ'nlg'i T|-1E'Ir:i
programme criginaly published in
1973, hon sspved hml:E‘Ed: af
fomilies worldwide. H is ovailoble
free of charge to parents, ar thase
achng ol porents, ks poung
dnaf-blind children, This
i rumn'r:!‘ -;:n:!L:hH: in Engfish
ond Spanish, is hig
individualised. The course covers
bersic information abeut hearing and
visual impairments, porent atfitudes,
communication skills, salf-help skills,

2 mator and Fine mohor

fopmend,

Porents rm&“ lessons and
oppropriahe ing shaps
oocording ko thair :E':Id's noads, The
ol of dopn Tracy Clinic sands
personal inﬁau:}ﬁm b
parants reports o suppaort
and guidance to the fomilies. Bound
Copees are oho ovailoble o
professionals at o minimal cost.

Ta enroll in the course lor For
furthar information) pleass write io:
Sondra Mevvar, Bd.D.; Dirschar,
Correspondence Educohion; John
Trocy Clinic, 804 West Adams
Blvd., Los Angeles, Colifornio
90007, USA

m;nu course fog "
% mu;-uﬂ impai
:hﬂdmnh::hd this m
Birrmd Lhmi iy, El'#u.l'ld.
‘Ehmngm five mm Britain,
and cne from Malta: Carmen
Cascun, pictured above.

g9s1 28q-Ayr
LIIDANGF DUE - O

2]
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The Oscar Myers Award

Eoch yeor thert there (s asuibahls
nomines, Sense mokes on Oicor Myers
Aomard ab its WFEkEI'rd Aowdty and
Annual Genaral Meeking, Far
neweomess bo tha inlernations! daaf-
blind soene, Discar Mike’ Myers was
ana of the fl:-ur'-dingh s of daaf-

|

balind education in the UK, fer i was ha

who founded Pothwons, the first LE
deaf-biing unit ot Condereer Holl Schoal
in fhe West Midlands of El'-glnr'lrj i the
earhy 1950,

Tha award is made ko someana who
has made a sgnificant contribution to
the development of sendces o deal
blind -:hild?an in thaa UK, This year it
wes owarded o Olive Whittinghem
whi rafires next March afier o life-time
ol service in education, loterly os.a
member of Her Majesty's Inspectarate
[of schools)

CHive Harrison ay she was hen, was
o member of the sioff of Elmete Hall
Sehool in Leeds, Yorkshire when the
Familias of local deaFbling children
wera pressing for specific educational
prosision. A speciolly-designed unit
wias built ond Cilive wes it Bt
Teacher-in-Chorge. The unit prospered,
wilh & posifive and able .'.ru’rfg?c-un
who provided scund programmes
based en developmentad r:hih:rsnphias

G that kme, Tilive hes wppaﬂed
and helped many fomilies and
prefessionals, She hos recenily been
invalved in the crection of the new
Rebecon Goodman Centre for deaf-
blind children ot Whitefield Schaal in
East Londen and has also been cruciolly
invelved in the joint Semse/ Departrant
of Educafion and Seienca pregect ba
ochiave notionolly co-ordinaied
prenision al education bee daat- blind
children, This ‘Fgurh}w project is abaud
he reach ils cubminobion m e
production of a Government poper
prascribing in which these
objectives moy be abhained.

Letter from Brazil

Since my lost repont ks the Werkd
Conference of the LAEDE in Poitiers, |
am currantly working with heo young
Flu. | am F-n:i'h'idlﬂ orientahon he
oberto Ezias, o :'ranﬁtdin-:! WG M
wha studied at my speciel schoal il
b yEars ogo [ oer also warking with
a yeung deaf girl of 14 years, who has
nisear te schaal and whe is hlu"r
unpducoded; | conhnue ko bry fooensure
g isien o sducalion Mrough
uﬂ:ndimg !l"u: |:|n|;||;|n:| n{ the Anne
Sullivan Municipol Foundotion. Lot last
year, | participated in a seminar for the
deal in Belo Horizonte Eigéqbguhcr
with Maorsa Frencesen, o deof-blind
lodhy, Mario e her stafement af life
a3 0 deot-blind person and was o great
success, | alsa o speech an the

Lober anid rigof o chidi for dask
blirel ::vB-::.i.:de
Recantly | howe bean 1Er_'|-:|'.|ir'|5

crientafion oo grﬂgg of ml-e:n U«iil'lu are
preparing o ploy abaul Helen Kaller, 8
i based on |:I|Jl|'|i:.1-urr of ber adult [is
written by @ young newspaper woman
and | have been given parmission o
transiie i indo Er-glish | wiill send it ba
Deaf-Blind Education when it is
Finiaked,

Finglly, | porbicipaled in on
International Wemans” Doy bast March.
It wos a booutiful cererony in 500
Costone do Sul where qur schoal is
located, The cerameny paid homoge fo
the achievements of wamen in the pest,

| wos osked fo speok obout my

collengue, Meusa Barsetto who shudied
al Perkirg in 1970 and who died in
1280, | gove o I:lnnis-p:u-:f' atet her
and obout our progromme. | was given
snme wenderful srchids which |
presented ko MNausa's mother — B wos o
weaderfil — ond o vary smafional —
accasion
| shewld |ike b ask the IAEDB fo
consider helping deaF-blind
programmes in Lrﬂdu'.-'ul-npad coumnbries
which would help us encrmously, Might
this be possible through o programme
af visits |:|:,' laaders m the feld® This
would be very impertont to stimulate
aur cuthoribes in suppering and
devaloping the special programmes wa
are brying to promole here.
Mice Tanhozi de Saraive Loureiro
Sao Poolo
Braxil

A Japanese Mother Invents ‘Manual Braille’

Satoshi Fukoshima this folk of
the 13th National (.?anvenlim of tha
American Associolion of the Deaf-
Blind [AADB| of Boton Rouge,
Lovisiona, earlier this year.

Halle, friends. My nome is Sakoshi
Fukashima. | wos bam on 25
Dacember 1962, | last my sight of nine

and lost my hearing of sighlean, MNow |
om completely dﬁb[in:lg

sinca | lost my heoning of eighéean,
| hawe been USIAg o Meand af
communicotion nomed ‘manual
birailla’, which my mother hoppanad ro
devise, [F ks 0 means o lolk ko the dead-
Edind by lightty teuching the three
finners of bath bands, indesx Fingers.
middia finoars and third Hngur:. each
carresponding to dots of the braille;
that i, the :.punkur bowches the deaf
blind person’s fingers just os he
towches e keys of the Perkins Brailler

This methad is very usehd kar the
Jopanese deat-biind becouse we do
ricd nead spoces ke wrike Jopanese.
And, if wa moke o SEICE Sign [such as
the dot 4 or by lowching with the

‘l|'||..~'r.'1_'| or ihe ||"1|:.= fi urﬁ. W COn -::II:A:i
apply it 1o English ':Iil the confrackions
ard abbreviations. Sa | think it hos a
possibility o become an officient means
of communication all ever fhe werld
besides ?mgzr ||iﬂE: and the
Amancan sign longuogs,

| wenl lo urnivesssity wilh the
assistonce of this manesl beaills and
interpraters, Mow | am majoring in the
education of deakblind children at the
grodunie schood of Tokyo Matropoliton
Univarsily.

My supporting group wios ereated in
1981 This group has bean working for
froaning inferpraters Fele] s.ending shem
o, and raisng money ko hire
inlurE:::frs. The records of tis group
his published in Japan. | hope
they will ba tronslated into English

The Joponess anvironments
surraunciing the deal-blind are ey
BEVENS Gﬂnﬁ' twio students inchuding
rrryset ware able ko enter the college. |
am quite by

| waould fike to make o lof of friands

amon . Thaink vau.
L Satoshi Fukoshima
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Courses at Ekeskolan,
Sweden

Ehaskaolan, the specicl school and
rescurce centre of Orebra will be
running 27 courses during fhe school
yaar w?‘-i-:h stredches from September
I?;E']-Eu:ﬁ:;] 'i'n?j‘i‘. Mot courses hll.:-

and are cpen he pec
from anywhers in Swaden,

Same af the pl:nn.ud' COUrSES arg:
® Caore shoff courses Fﬂrp?lﬂ
wasrking with deal-blind children,
including o course for pecple from the
whiola of the Mordic area who are
concerned with children and young
odults suffering from Usher Syndrome
® A course for working with
deaf-hlind children, 0-10 yeors old,
who have just started to communiceode.
@ A cowrse for teachers wnrﬁ:ing in

erdinory schooks and special deof

schools.
® A veekend together for deaf/
visually impaired children and their

parenks, and anothar Far porenby with
deaf-hlind pre-schoal oged childran,
® A weskend meering[n‘r wibilings
(brothers and sisters) of pupils of
Ekeskalon
I:u; jﬁ-l.“iﬂl :raﬁ}:minF“ .-.:il-;:':dwill
in fhis year, This wi o
thres [about 280 lessons) and will
include such subjects as sign longuoge,
mnl:riiilr, comemamication ond deof-
blindnass. This course aut of log
year's slevan wesk :I‘ﬂﬁ\:ining which
was supervised by Kurt Vinterhaj from
Dienmiark.

European Definition of Deaf-
Blindness

Tha Eurcpeon Commiles on Servicss b
the Dect-Blind, met in Madrid, February
1988 and produced this, provisional,
European Definition af Deal-Blindness.

A perien s deal-blind whan he/she
hos o severe degres of combined visual
ond oudiory impairment resuling in /
extreme communicofion, information
and mobility problems.

D-EﬂF-'hlinJ:n:u i%a hmldi:np
pressnting ofher difficulties than these
causad by blindness or deafness alons,

Accordingly, o deal-blind person
reeds = irl:ﬁ Focihﬂ'm b pvarcome
these fculns In daily living, and in
education. work and social ochwilies'

Source: The Infernatienal Mewslstar of
he Deaf-Blind, March, 1988,
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This is the basis of o list of journals we ara compiling which, with the help of our co
necessory] jo include afl pubEcuhnm wihich
professional stondard. Sample copies will

whnll:.-' or

3 Editor: Poul Ennals Assistant Editory Peier Bennat
Deaf-Blind Education
Edborral (e Saros
Deaf-Blind Eduemiion will Fevice 311 Grey's bnn Fooad
yuarly, the hws sditions dated Londan WCTK BFT, UK.
merh:-uﬂ ﬂlﬂ;ﬂc:h-,md Tek 01-278 1005
hl {15 ;—Mn ;.
B i e will b to recalve Editorial Boord:
orticles, news ibema, lethers, notices of Mr Keith Watkins Hﬁlﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬁg Mirs Barox Vachn
books and coming events, such e 3 Dulf Sirest &0 Haliowell Heller Keller bnsiitute For the Decl
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publicaBion ko arrive by mad-Jamuary ond Crdarie MR 581 UK Perkina® Schoal for fhe Blind
edisions. N Watartown 07172
Cipinions in arficles are thoss Slotsgode 8 Massachusesty
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World List of Publications
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